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City of Pekin 
_____________________________________________      

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MONDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2014 
5:30 P.M. 

 1 2 

1.0 CALL TO ORDER   

2.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE     
Mayor Laurie L. Barra  

  

3.0 ROLL CALL 
Clerk to Call the Roll 

  

4.0 APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

ACTION:  Motion to approve the meeting agenda.  

VOTE REQUIRED 

  

5.0 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

ACTION: Motion to approve minutes of the Regular Council Meeting October 27, 2014. 

VOTE REQUIRED 

  

6.0 PUBLIC INPUT ON THE AGENDA ITEMS, PUBLIC COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS                
Speakers to state name. Speakers may address the Council on any topic. 

  

7.0 CONSENT AGENDA   

7.1 Receive and File Monthly Reports: Building Department September Reports; Liquor 
Commission Minutes dated October 23, 2014.          

  

7.2 Proclamation: “Small Business Saturday” November 29, 2014   

7.3  Receive and File: Tazewell County Health Department Recycling Grant    

7.4  Receive and File: Zoning Board of Appeal Minutes dated October 8, 2014   

7.5  Receive and File: Pekin Planning Commission Minutes dated October 8, 2014   

7.6 Receive and File: Pekin Planning Commission Recommendations and Hearings: 
a.) Hearing # 08-1883 – Recommendation to approve the Site Plan with the stipulation 

that fence screening be in place, dumpster screening be installed; appropriate 
lighting provides shielding for the residents surrounding the lot; parking lot receives 
proper maintenance; and exterior of the building be aesthetic with brick décor at 
least covering half of the building for Used Car Sales located at 1215 Court Street. 

b.) Hearing # 08-1884 – Recommendation to approve the Special Use with the 
stipulation that all detail work on vehicles for sale be done inside of the building and 
the property be used for used vehicle sales only for Used Car Sales located at 1215 
Court Street. 

  

8.0 COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, REPORTS 
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9.0 NEW BUSINESS   

9.1 Amendment #1 to the 2010-2014 Consolidated Plan for the Community 
Development Block Grant  

 
        DESCRIPTION: As per HUD’s 2013 Annual Community Assessment letter, the City is  
         directed to amend its 5-year Consolidated Plan to incorporate programs changes  

  
        ACTION: Motion to approve the amendment. 
    
        VOTE REQUIRED 

PA 4 

9.2 Amendment #2 to the 2014 Action Plan for the Community Development  
        Block Grant  

 
        DESCRIPTION: Reallocation of CDBG dollars from one program to another - sidewalks,  
         rehabilitation, rehab delivery, administration, and HRC. There are no changes to total  
         CDBG dollars.   

  
        ACTION: Motion to approve the amendment. 
    
        VOTE REQUIRED 

PA 4 

9.3  Special Use  
 
DESCRIPTION: Recommendation of the PPC for Special Use of Used Car Sales located at  
1215 Court Street with the stipulation that all detail work on vehicles for sale be done inside  
of the building and the property be used for used vehicle sales only.  

 
       ACTION: Motion to approve the Special Use 
    
        VOTE REQUIRED 

RS 5 

9.4  Site Plan  
 

        DESCRIPTION: Recommendation of the PPC for Used Car Sales located at 1215 Court     
         Street with stipulation that fence screening be in place, dumpster screening be installed;  
         appropriate lighting provides shielding for the residents surrounding the lot; parking lot  
         receives proper maintenance; and exterior of the building be aesthetic with brick décor at  
         least covering half of the building  

  
       ACTION: Motion to approve the Site Plan. 
    
        VOTE REQUIRED 

RS 5 

9.5  Ordinance No. 2710-14/15 - Authorizing the Execution of the IMLRMA    
        Minimum/Maximum Contribution Agreement 

 
 DESCRIPTION: Authorizes Illinois Municipal League Risk Management Association    
 agreement of premiums for work comp, liability, and property insurance. Rates are based  
 on claim history of a pool of municipalities rather than individual claims. The option allows   
 the City to pay a lower premium as long as costs stay below the minimum amount.  
 
 ACTION: Motion to adopt the Ordinance.                  
 

        VOTE REQUIRED 

DG 5 

10.0 ANY OTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE COUNCIL 
 10.1    Staff 
 10.2   Council 
               10.3   Press 
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11.0 EXECUTIVE SESSION 
        65 ILCS 120/2 (c) 6. 11. Litigation 

    

  

12.0 ADJOURN  
No Vote Required 

  

 
Column 1 Key: 

DG Darin Girdler City Manager  PA Community Development Director  
BD Burt Dancey Attorney   RS Code Enforcement  Officer 

 
Column 2 Key: 

1     A Prosperous Community. To promote and sustain a balanced economy that supports 
expansion and retention of family-wage jobs. 
2    A Safe Community. To protect community life and property by providing effective, 
principled police and fire services. 
3    A Strong Foundation. To improve and maintain existing infrastructure and leverage 
opportunities for new infrastructure. 
4    A High Quality of Life. To support or provide services that improve the quality of life for 
Pekin’s residents. 
5    An Effective Government. To deliver effectively the services that Pekin’s residents want, 
need, and are willing to support. 
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 *********************************************************************************** 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PEKIN, ILLINOIS, 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL 

111 SOUTH CAPITOL STREET 
ON MONDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2014 AT 5:30 O'CLOCK P.M. 

LAURIE L. BARRA * MAYOR * PRESIDING 
 
PRESENT: COUNCIL MEMBERS, ABEL, GILLESPIE, GOLDEN, ORRICK, HENDRICKS, 

MCCABE AND BARRA 
ABSENT: NONE 

********************************************************************************** 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Barra.   
 
Roll was called. All members were physically present. A quorum was present.  
 
AGENDA 
Motion by Council Member Gillespie, seconded by Council Member Orrick that the agenda be amended by 
removing under New Business item 9.3 Ordinance No. 2710-14/15. On roll call vote all present voted 
Aye. 
 
Motion by Council Member Gillespie, seconded by Council Member Hendricks that the agenda be 
approved as amended.  On roll call vote all present voted to Aye. 
 
MINUTES 
Motion by Council Member Abel, seconded by Council Member Gillespie that the minutes of the Regular 
City Council Meeting of October 14, 2014 be approved as written.  
 
PUBLIC INPUT ON AGENDA ITEMS 
Bob Bramham indicated he had been black listed from the City website list of contacts since his emails were 
being returned undeliverable. Mr. Bramham played his recorded statements for public input of his 
displeasure with the Council Members. 
 
Sally Johnson addressed the Council on her opinion of the following: 

 the City could not afford the Library improvement project. 
 Council should have taken action to resolve the flooding issues sooner. 
 The recording and replay equipment for Council Meetings was a needed expense.  

 
Larry Wolfer commented on the Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvement Project and his opposition to the 
City discharging raw sewerage into the river during storm events. He stated he had copies of correspondence 
from the City to the Environmental Protection Agency from 2013 and 2014 that indicated Combined Sewer 
Overflow (CSO) discharges and violations. 
 
AnnWitzig expressed concern of a news editorial in which the editor referred to the attendees at the Council 
meetings as “crazies” and took issue with citizens questioning the manageability of the City as crazy.  Mrs. 
Witzig expressed her opinion that the attorney was running the City. 
 
Mayor Barra responded to the inaccurate statements made by the public in regards to City business.       
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion by Council Member Abel, seconded by Council Member Hendricks that the CONSENT AGENDA 
be approved as now presented. The following was presented for consideration of the Consent Agenda 
items by Omnibus Vote.  

7.1 Receive and File Monthly Reports: Police Department September Report; Traffic Safety 
Committee Minutes October 3, 2014; and Human Rights Committee Minutes September 25, 2014.          

7.2 Proclamation: “International Alpha Delta Kappa Month” October 2014 
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7.3  Receive and File: Bids CSO Phase 3 and 4 Wastewater Treatment Plant Project opened October 16, 
2014  

7.4  Resolution No. 108-14/15 – Mayor’s appointment of Don Oldham to the Economic Development 
Advisory Committee to fill the unexpired term of Timm Swartz until the first Monday in May 2015. 

Mayor Barra read and presented Marge Melchers the Proclamation for International Alpha Delta Kappa.  
Mrs. Melchers thanked the Council for their good job on the Council. On roll call vote all present voted Aye. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

ORDINANCE NO. 1462-A339-14/15 
AMENDING TITLE 8, CHAPTER 4, SECTION 3 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF PEKIN 1995 

REGARDING HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES 
Motion by Council Member Golden, seconded by Council Member Abel that Ordinance No. 1462-A339-
1415 be adopted. A recommendation was made by the Traffic Safety Committee to designate an on-street 
handicapped stall on South Capitol Street across from 323 South Capitol Street. Council was advised the 
resident supplied the annual proper medical validation. Across the street was necessary because of the one-
way direction of traffic. Council Member Golden questioned if the space would be painted and if ADA 
accessible ramps were installed. He was advised by Deputy Chief Baxter that neither were applicable since 
there was a driveway to access. On roll call vote all present voted Aye. 
 
Motion by Council Member Orrick, seconded by Council Member Gillespie that the BID FOR PHASE 3B 
WITH ALTERNATE 1 AND PHASE 4 FOR THE WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT in the 
amount of $2,639,044.78 (correct amount 2,639,030.78) be approved and the contract awarded to 
LEANDER CONSTRUCTION.  City Engineer Michael Guerra presented the recommendation of the 
Farnsworth Group for the bids opened October 16, 2014. Partrick Sheridan explained to Council the three 
distinct phases of the Long Term Control Plan (LTCP) project and the breakdown of the bid package due to 
the ongoing railroad easement delay. Both bids were over current budget. The project will be funded with an 
IEPA low interest loan. Council Member Golden expressed his concerns that there was not sufficient 
comparison line item figures or estimates provided in order for him to award the project. He also felt it 
necessary to have the accounting of all cost of the Sewer Treatment Project, a report that he had previous 
requested. Council Member Abel called for the question. It was seconded by Council Member McCabe.  On 
roll call vote Ayes, Abel, Orrick, Hendricks, Gillespie, McCabe, Barra; Nay, Golden.  Motion Carried. 
 
Mayor Barra asked for the vote on the motion on the floor to award the bid to Leander Construction. On roll 
call vote Ayes, Abel, Orrick, Hendricks, Gillespie, McCabe, Barra; Nay, Golden.  Motion Carried. 
 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE COUNCIL 
Council was advised that Illinois Central College in the Riverway Business Park would name use the 
designation of ICC Pekin.  
City Engineer Michael Guerra updated Council on the following projects: 

 Circle Drive drainage project was completed 
 Veterans South construction project was progressing but the railroad crossing hearing would delay the 

opening to through traffic until next year’s construction season  
 The Waste Water Treatment Plant would be in full operation mid-December 

Council Member Hendricks questioned and was told that former City Manager Wuellner was working a few 
hours a week at the WWTP. 
Council; and the public were advised there were no set hours for Trick-or-Treat in Pekin. 
Council Member Abel inquired about the pedestrian crossing on Broadway Road at 20th Street and was 
informed that the City Engineer was seeking pricing for a crossing light. 
Council Members congratulated the Police Department for a continued successful Night Out Against Crime 
event. 
Council Member Orrick corrected the misconception regarding the purchase price of the Derby Street being out 
of line with the value believe to be $20,000.00  He explained the number on the tax bill need to be multiplied by 
3 to arrive at a property value of $60,000.00. 
Council Member Golden requested that the garbage fee be amended to reflect a provision for adjustments for 
residents away from their property and not using the collection service. The Council Member also requested 
that City Manager Darin Girdler provide weekly reports, a common practice of previous managers.    
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Motion by Council Member McCabe, seconded by Council Member Abel that the Council move to Executive 
Session at 6:35 p.m. to discuss 65 ILCS 120/2 (c) (6.) Sale of Municipally Owned Property. On roll call vote, 
all present voted Aye.  
 
No further business to come before the Council, motion by Council Member McCabe that Council adjourn. 
Motion carried voice vote. Mayor Bara adjourned the meeting in open session.  
 
 
COUNCIL ADJOURNED AT 6:45 P.M. 
 
 
 
Sue E. McMillan 
City Clerk 







  
 

LIQUOR COMMISSION MINUTES 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2014 

4:00 P.M. 
CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
 
Deputy Liquor Commissioner Rick VonRohr called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE  
Led by Fire Chief Kurt Nelson 
 
ROLL CALL 
The following members were present for roll call: Liquor Commissioner Laurie Barra, Deputy Liquor 
Commissioner Rick VonRohr,  Police Chief Greg Nelson, Fire Chief Kurt Nelson, Commission Member Buster 
Hanley and Commission Member Dale Vonderheide. 
 
Absent: Attorney Sue Bosich – Corporation Counsel 
Also present:  Attorney Burt Dancey – Corporation Counsel 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Motion made by Commission Member Vonderheide to approve the Agenda for October 23, 2014, seconded by 
Commission Member Hanley. On roll call vote all present voted Aye.  Motion carried. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion made by Commission Member Vonderheide to approve the Liquor Commission Minutes of August 28, 
2014, seconded by Commission Member Hanley. On roll call vote all present voted Aye.  Motion carried. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
No new business. 
 
2% FOOD AND BEVERAGE TAX LATE RETURNS 

 
PUBLIC INPUT/COMMENTS/QUESTIONS 
Aaron Rogers – Jac’s Dog House, 2024 Broadway.  Concerned that there were 4 patrol cars parked across the 
street in the old Aldi’s parking lot. Not sure what business they had there, but it hurts their business/patrons 
don’t want to stop in when they see that.  Police Chief Greg Nelson stated they had several calls on a drunk 
driver in that area; this is not their standard practice. 
 
Nick Filarski – Broadway Liquor, 2100 Broadway.  He stated the Liquor Commission Agenda was not the 
correct one posted on the City of Pekin’s web site or that it was posted on the City’s bulletin board in City Hall 
lobby.  The wrong copy was made for attendee’s at the meeting, but the correct Agenda was posted on both the 
web site and bulletin board at City Hall. 
 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
BYOB – handout was emailed to the Liquor Commission from Attorney Sue Bosich. 
 
Discussion:  Concern over the BYOP and certain establishments having activities and it being a BYOB. What 
liability is there to the City without having a liquor license?  Would they have to have Dram Insurance?  



Attorney Dancey stated the liability would be under the Speakeasy.  If Commission decides to have another 
Class for a BYOB, then our Liquor Code would need to be changed.  Attorney Dancey will do more research 
with the State of Illinois Liquor Commission and bring that information to our November 20th Liquor 
Commission meeting. 
 
Shannon Cox – Speakeasy: Her long term goal is to have someone else get the liquor license to sale beer and 
wine only and only on certain nights that they have activities.  Shannon stated she does not want this to be a bar, 
but a place they can come in on the nights there are activities and have a glass of wine or beer.  Shannon asked 
until the Liquor Commission decides on what action to take if she can still have the BYOB.  Speakeasy can 
continue with their scheduled activities until a decision is made. 
 
Commission Member Vonderheide made a motion to adjourn, meeting adjourned at 4:30 P.M.    
 
Next Meeting will be Thursday, November 20, 2014 at 4:00 P.M.   
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
 
Sue McMillan 
City Clerk 



WHEREAS,  In 2013, 317 Mayors and City Officials joined together to support Small 
Business Saturday; and 

 
WHEREAS,  A remarkable 71% of Americans surveyed said they were aware of Small 

Business Saturday; and 
 

WHEREAS,  Those consumers who were aware of Small Business Saturday spent a total 
of $5.7 billion with independent merchants; and 
 

WHEREAS,  Online tools and materials were leveraged more than 346,000 times by 
small business owners to help get the word out about Small Business Saturday; and 
 

WHEREAS,  More than 352,000 tweets were sent in support of Small Business Saturday 
in the month of November; and 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that I, Laurie L. Barra, Mayor of the City of 
Pekin, Illinois, do hereby proclaim Saturday, November 29th, 2014, to be 
 
 “SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY” 
 
in the City of Pekin, Tazewell County, Illinois 
 

ADOPTED, this 24th day of November, in the Year of Our Lord, Two Thousand and 
Fourteen. 
 
 
 

___________________________________ 
                                                                                        LAURIE BARRA 

                                                                                                              Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________________ 
             SUE E. McMILLAN 
                    City Clerk 
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Pekin Planning Commission Minutes 
October 8, 2014 

5:30pm 
 

Present:                     Absent: 
Don Hild, Vice Chairman      Erik Reader               
Chris Deverman       Daryl Dagit                   
James Ruth                    
Ron Knautz        
Jim Jones 
Bill Craig, Chairman  
Steve Thompson 
   
Chairman, Bill Craig led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
The regular meeting of the Pekin Planning Commission was called to order and a 
quorum was declared. 
 
Staff Present: Attorney Scott Kriegsman, Ron Sieh and City Manager, Darin 
Girdler 
 
Chairman, Bill Craig asked for the approval of the Agenda as presented. 
  

MOTION by Ron Knautz, Seconded by Steve Thompson to Approve the Agenda 
with an amendment to add an Informal for discussion of Special Uses.  On 
roll call vote, All present voted AYE.  MOTION APPROVED. 
  

Chairman, Bill Craig asked for the Approval of the August 13, 2014 minutes. 
  
MOTION by Steve Thompson, Seconded by Jim Jones to Approve the August 13, 
2014 minutes as presented.  On roll call vote, 6(Six) present voted AYE. 
1(One) Chris Deverman present ABSTAINED.  MOTION APPROVED. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City Council Action Report:  
City Council Meeting on August 25, 2014- 
Received and Filed the Minutes from June 11, 2014, June 25, 2014, July 9, 2014  
and August 13, 2014 meeting. 
Hearing - #06-1877 and 06-1878: Approved the Special Use and Site Plan for Cell  
tower At 1701 Sheridan Road for Verizon. 
Hearing #06-1880: Received and Filed Site Plan Recommended for Approval at 207  
N 9th Street. 
Hearing #08-1881 and 08-1882: Approved the Special use and Site Plan for a  
Drive-Thru at 2925 Court Street. 
  
PPC Correspondence: No Correspondence 
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Application #1: Advantage Auto Sales/Justin Ferrill, Representative 

Hearing #1 (10-1883 & 10-1884): Site Plan and Special Use for Used Auto 
Sales located at 1215 Court Street, Zoned B-3 (General Business District) with 
a Legal Description of a Sec 2 T24N R5W Young’s Addn E 40’ of Lot 3 & W 140’ of 
Lot 2 NE ¼ with the following PIN #04-10-02-209-024 in Tazewell County, 
Illinois. 
 
Open Public Hearing: 5:35PM 
 
Lane Alster, 416 Main, Suite 1400, Peoria, IL  61612 and Scott Hamilton, 321  
Carlock Rd, Carlock, IL  61725 were present, stated their case and remained for  
Questions. 
 
Close Public Hearing: 5:39PM 
 
Site Plan Review Committee: 
Don Hild, Chairman 
 
Opened the discussion to the Commission due to no Committee meeting. 
 
Motion by Don Hild, seconded by Ron Knautz to approve the request for the   
Site Plan with the stipulation fence screening be in place, Dumpster screening  
be installed, appropriate lighting provides shielding for the residents  
surrounding the lot, parking lot receives proper maintenance and the exterior  
of the building be aesthetic with brick décor at least covering half of the  
building for Used Car Sales at 1215 Court Street. Roll Call Vote.  All Present  
Voted AYE. Motion Approved 
 
Special Use Review Committee: 
Jim Jones, Chairman 
 
Opened the discussion to the Commission due to no Committee meeting. 
 
Motion by Jim Jones, seconded by Ron Knautz to approve the request of Special 
Use for Used Car Sales at 1215 Court Street with the stipulation All Detail  
Work on Vehicles for sale be done inside of the building and the property be 
used for Used Vehicle Sales Only. On Roll Call Vote.  All Present Voted AYE.  
Motion Approved 
 
Informal: Special Uses, Commission Members 
 
Chairman, Bill Craig asked if there was any Public Input. 
 
Motion by Ron Knautz, seconded by James Ruth to Adjourn the meeting.   
On Roll Call Vote.  All Present Voted AYE. Motion Approved 
 
Meeting adjourned at 6:08PM. 
 
Juanita K VanBuskirk, Secretary 
Pekin Planning Commission 



Pekin Planning Commission 
October 8, 2014 

 
 
 

HEARING # 08-1884 
 

The Pekin Planning Commission recommends to Approve the  
Special Use with the stipulation that All Detail Work on Vehicles  
for sale be done inside of the building and the property be 
used for Used Vehicle Sales Only for Used Car Sales located  
at 1215 Court Street in Tazewell County, Illinois to the Pekin 
City Council. 

 
 
           

Bill Craig, Chairman 
 
 
       
Don Hild, Vice-Chairman 

 
 
 
Tally of Votes: 
AYE – (7)  
NAY –   
ABSTAIN – 
ABSENT –  
No Vote Taken -  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pekin Planning Commission 
October 8, 2014 

 
 
 

HEARING # 08-1883 
 

The Pekin Planning Commission recommends to Approve the Site  
Plan with the stipulation that fence screening be in place,  
Dumpster screening be installed, appropriate lighting provides  
shielding for the residents surrounding the lot, parking lot  
receives proper maintenance and the exterior of the building be  
aesthetic with brick décor at least covering half of the building  
for Used Car Sales located at 1215 Court Street in  
Tazewell County, Illinois to the Pekin City Council. 

 
 
           

Bill Craig, Chairman 
 
 
       
Don Hild, Vice-Chairman 

 
 
 
Tally of Votes: 
AYE – (7)  
NAY –   
ABSTAIN – 
ABSENT –  
No Vote Taken -  
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