
City of Pekin 
_____________________________________________      

 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MONDAY, JANUARY 9, 2017 

 5:30 P.M. 
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1.0 CALL TO ORDER   

2.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE     
Mayor John McCabe  

  

3.0 ROLL CALL 
Clerk to Call the Roll 

  

4.0 APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

ACTION:  Motion to approve the meeting agenda.  

VOTE REQUIRED 

  

5.0 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

              ACTION: Motion to approve minutes of Regular Council Meeting of December 12, 
2016.  

              VOTE REQUIRED 

  

6.0 PUBLIC INPUT   

7.0 CONSENT AGENDA   

7.1  Receive and File Monthly Reports and Minutes: Police Department November 
Report; Building Department Reports November and December; Liquor Commission 
Minutes dated November 10, 2016; Tourism Committee Minutes dated December 13, 2016; 
Zoning Board of Appeals Minutes dated December 14, 2016.    

  

7.2 Proclamation: “Firefighter Appreciation Day”  January 9, 2017   

7.3  Resolution No. 41-16/17 – Mayor’s Appointment of Julia Spanos to the Mayor’s 
Advisory Committee for Persons with Disabilities for a term until the first Monday in May 
2019. 

  

7.4  Resolution No. 42-16/17 – Mayor’s Reappointment of Robert Small to the Pekin 
Housing Board for a 5-year term ending January 14, 2022. 

  

7.5  Receive and File: Bids for Fire Station #1 Eastside Roof Replacement opened 
December 15, 2016. 

  

7.6 Receive and File: Pekin Planning Commission Minutes dated December 14, 2016   

7.7  Pekin Planning Commission Recommendations and Hearings: 
        a.  Hearing #12-1905 – Recommendation to the Pekin City Council to deny the Special     
        Use request for a drive-through located at 1201 Court Street 
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         b.  Hearing # 11-1906 – Recommendation to the Pekin City Council to deny the Special  
        Use Request for a home occupation of property located at 2001 Tharp Street. 
 

         ACTION: Motion to approve all items listed on the Consent Agenda by Omnibus Vote. 

         VOTE REQUIRED TO APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA 
 

  

8.0  COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, REPORTS   

8.1  Solid Waste Report TC 3 

9.0   NEW BUSINESS   

9.1   Special Use 
   
        DESCRIPTION: Recommendation of the Pekin Planning Commission to deny the special  
        use request for a drive-thru at 1201 Court Street  
 
        VOTE REQUIRED      

TC 5 

9.2  Special Use  
 
        DESCRIPTION: Recommendation of the Pekin Planning Commission to deny the special  
        use request for a home occupation located at 2001 Tharp Street.   
  
         VOTE REQUIRED   

TC 5 

9.3  Fire Station #1 East Side Roof Replacement 
 
        DESCRIPTION: Recommendation to approve the low bid in the amount of $45,500.00  
         and to award the contract to River City Roofing Co., Inc.  
   
        VOTE REQUIRED 

TC 3 

9.4  Amendment for Intergovernmental Agreement  
 
         DESCRIPTION: Pekin Municipal Airport Taxiway – Replace Lighting and Associated  
         Electrical Regulator Project C15-4446 Illinois Department of Transportation. Allows IDOT  
          to pay for professional services rendered in the design phase of the agreement. 
   
        VOTE REQUIRED 
 

TC 3 

10.0 ANY OTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE COUNCIL 
  

  

11.0 EXECUTIVE SESSION 
                     5 ILCS 120/2 (c)5. Purchase of Property and 5 ILCS 120/2(c)6. Lease or Sale of 
Municipally Owned Property.                          

  

12.0 ADJOURN  
 
NO VOTE REQUIRED 

  

 
Column 1 Key: 
TC Tony Carson City Manager   
 
Column 2 Key: 
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1     A Prosperous Community. To promote and sustain a balanced economy that supports 
expansion and retention of family-wage jobs. 
2    A Safe Community. To protect community life and property by providing effective, 
principled police and fire services. 
3    A Strong Foundation. To improve and maintain existing infrastructure and leverage 
opportunities for new infrastructure. 
4    A High Quality of Life. To support or provide services that improve the quality of life for 
Pekin’s residents. 
5    An Effective Government. To deliver effectively the services that Pekin’s residents want, 
need, and are willing to support. 
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  *********************************************************************************** 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PEKIN, ILLINOIS, 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL 

111 SOUTH CAPITOL STREET 
ON MONDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2016 AT 5:30 O'CLOCK P.M. 

JOHN MCCABE * MAYOR * PRESIDING 
PRESENT: COUNCIL MEMBERS, GOLDEN, ORRICK, RITCHASON, ABEL, LUFT, DUNN AND 

MCCABE 
 
ABSENT: NONE 

********************************************************************************** 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor John McCabe.  
 
Roll was called.  All Council Members were physically present. A quorum was declared.  
 
AGENDA 
Motion by Council Member Orrick, seconded by Council Member Dunn that the agenda be approved as 
presented. On roll call vote, all present voted Aye. 
 
MINUTES 
Motion by Council Member Orrick, seconded by Council Member Luft that the Minutes of the Regular City 
Council Meeting of November 28, 2016 be approved as written. On roll call vote all present voted Aye. 
 
PUBLIC INPUT   
Jim Mangan stated he was not opposed to the 4.9% levy after seeing significant finance problems within the 
City. Mr. Mangan suggested to the Council to put in the Levy Ordinance language that the funds not be placed 
in the General Fund to be manipulated but to be earmarked for obligated problems like streets and pensions.  
Larry Wolfer stated that the Mayor announced at the last meeting that he was not aware of the Levy being on 
this agenda an offered an award for the untruth. Mayor McCabe corrected Mr. Wolfer that he was unaware 
that the Levy would be presented at 70% increase stated by Mr. Wolfer. 
Ann Witzig spoke in support for the Council to outsource the garbage pickup. She voiced her concern that the 
Airport Hangar bid documents for a hydraulic door were helter/skelter.  She felt it was because of Home Rule 
that the City has a credit card to do what the City wants. 
Julia Karcher commented on the award of the hangar door that she did not see a lot of activity at the Airport 
and voiced concern of its environmental impact on the community. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion by Council Member Golden, seconded by Council Member Ritchason that the Consent Agenda be 
approve as presented. Council Member Golden asked that items to Receive and File, 7.2 Bids for City of 
Pekin Solid Waste Collection and 7.3 Meetings of the Official Body of the City of Pekin, Illinois 2017 be 
place under New Business for discussion. The following was read and presented by Mayor McCabe for 
consideration of the Consent Agenda items by Omnibus Vote.  

7.1  Receive and File Monthly Reports and Minutes: Traffic Safety Committee 
Minutes dated December 2, 2016; and Tazewell County Animal Control November Report.   
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7.4  Resolution No. 38-16/17 – the Mayor’s Appointment of Anthony J. Carson as 
Alternate Peoria/Pekin Urbanized Area Transportation Study PPUATS Policy Committee. 
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On roll call vote all present voted Aye.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 

ORDINANCE NO. 2755-16/17 
MAKING, LEVYING, AND ASSESSING MUNICIPAL TAXES  
FOR FISCAL YEAR FROM MAY 1, 2016 TO APRIL 30, 2017 

ANNUAL LEVY ORDINANCE 

 1 



Motion by Council Member Ritchason, seconded by Council Member Abel that Ordinance No. 2755-
16/17 be adopted. City Manager Tony Carson presented to the Council the proposed 2016 Levy of 
$6,482,362 which was a 4.9% higher than the 2015 Levy. The estimated Rate based on an estimated 
EAV of $443,422,877 would be 1.4619. He stated the 4.99% did not cover all obligations and was 
deficient for the pensions. He would finds ways to improve levied amounts and for that reason 
suggested the Council approved the Levy Ordinance. Treasurer James Wolf distributed to the 
Council a Levy History from 2002 -2016 supporting his comments on the increases each year for 
pensions to the point where for the first year $549,763 will come out of the General Fund to fund 
the pensions. He alerted the Council that there needed to be steps taken to address the shortfall in 
revenues. Council Members commented on the proposed Levy: 
Ritchason – lot of discussion needed for budget to improve levied amounts. 
Abel – Council needed to take warning that General Fund will be depleted and Council could no 
longer kick the can down the road with 0% increases to the Levy. 
Dunn – supported 4.9% as Council’s fiscal responsible thing to do. He remarked that Council had 
received the Efficiency Study and needed to begin thinking more on long range plans. 
Golden – stated he could not support the proposed levy until someone could tell him how much in 
uncollected fine money was out there. To hire two new employees, one a Planner was not being 
fiscal responsible. He felt the increased levy was a result of poor money management. 
Luft – would vote for an increased levy only if he could tell the taxpayer it was absolutely necessary, 
that house was clean, cuts made, policies discussed. 
Orrick – felt there needed to be stability in expenses before increasing the levy to 4.99%. 
Mayor - advised that the school districts increase their levies which are a part of the total tax bill.     
On roll call vote, Ayes, Dunn, Luft, Ritchason, Abel and McCabe; Nay Golden, Orrick, and Luft. 
Motion Carried. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 39-16/17 
ABATEMENT OF TAXES ORDINANCE NO. 2667-12/13 GENERAL OBLIGATION BOND 

SERIES 2012 $2,100,000 / ORDINANCE NO.2673-12/13 $1,975,000 LEVY AND 
COLLECTION ORDINANCE 

Motion by Council Member Abel, seconded by Council Member Orrick that Resolution No. 39-16/17 
be adopted. The City Manager presented the resolutions which authorized that taxes not be levied 
against taxable real property in the City of Pekin. The amount of $319,300.00 provided in the bond 
ordinance and levy and collection ordinance was issued for Capital Projects through Bernardi 
Securities, Inc.  Mr. Carson advised the repayment would be from the General Fund. Council 
Member Golden voiced concern that the abatement was incorrect as a resolution and read from 
documents that advised Ordinances could only be amended by another Ordinance. Attorney Burt 
Dancey expressed the legal opinion that the ordinance was not being amended but the Council was 
approving of the payment by other means than levying the principal and interest payment for 2017. 
Council was informed by voting no to the resolution the tax bills to citizens would be increased to 
cover the payments. On roll call vote all present voted Aye. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 40-16/17 
ABATEMENT OF TAXES ORDINANCE NO. 2625-10/11 SERIES 2010 $7,110,000 

Motion by Council Member Abel, seconded by Council Member Ritchason that Resolution No. 40-
16/17 be adopted. The City Manager presented the resolutions which authorized that taxes not be 
levied against taxable real property in the City of Pekin. The amount of $587,530.00 provided in the 
bond ordinance was issued for Sewer Treatment Improvements through Bernardi Securities, Inc. 
Mr. Carson advised that the Bond had a dedicated repayment steam from wastewater billing. On roll 
call vote, all present voted Aye. 
 
Motion by Council Member Dunn, seconded by Council Member Luft that the allocation for 2016 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PUBLIC SERVICES ACTIVITIES be 
approved. Community Development Director Pamela Anderson requested Council’s approval of the 
funding applications received from 4 Pekin agencies, Salvation Army, Carol House of Hope, YWCA 
and Pekin Housing Authority. Council Member Ritchason noted Wheels for Work was a worthwhile 
program. Council Member Abel noted the men’s facility at the Pekin Salvation Army had reopened 
with financial support. On roll call vote, Ayes, Orrick, Luft, Dunn, Ritchason, and McCabe; Nay, 
Golden. Motion Carried. 
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Motion by Council Member Dunn, seconded by Council Member Orrick that the BID FOR A 
HYDRAULIC HANGAR DOOR FOR HANGAR A IN THE AMOUNT OF $37,273.89 BE 
APPROVED AND THE CONTRACT AWARDED TO CRAWFORD & BRINKMAN DOOR 
& WINDOW CO. Council was informed the bid was for a 60’ x 15’ hydraulic door with option for 
closed cell insulation and 3 windows. The aged 50 year old door was a potential safety issue with the 
increased use of the present leasee. Council Member Golden asked several questions regarding the 
base bid and alternate dollar amounts. Council Member Golden was informed that the lease for 
interior space should not contain language for improvements to the City owned public terminal 
hangar. Council Member Luft was informed that the new door instead of repairs would pay for itself 
in 10 years. On roll call vote, Ayes, Orrick, Luft, Dunn, Ritchason, and McCabe; Nay, Golden. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Council Member Golden seconded by Council Member Ritchason that BIDS FOR CITY 
OF PEKIN SOLID WASTE COLLECTION be Received and Filed. Council Member Golden 
asked for discussion of the bids received from Peoria Disposal and Waste Management. He 
questioned why the City had not submitted a bid for comparison of the in-house cost. City Manager 
Carson advised the Council that the City would not submit a bid but that he would evaluate the cost 
of the Solid Waste Department which would include several additional factors to a bid. Council 
Member Orrick supported a presentation at a January meeting for the manager to be as thorough as 
possible. On roll call vote to Receive and File the Bids all present voted Aye. 
 
Motion by Council Member Golden seconded by Council Member Luft that MEETINGS OF THE 
OFFICIAL BODY OF THE CITY OF PEKIN, ILLINOS 2017 be Received and Filed. Council 
Member Golden asked for discussion of where the “secret” meetings were listed on the schedule to 
Receive and File. The Council was informed that the document before them was a statutory 
requirement to list each of the regular meeting dates of the governing body. The closed session 
meetings of the Council being questioned was not the same business. The City Clerk would check the 
date for the requirement to review released minutes of the public body. On roll call vote to Receive 
and File the City Council Meeting Dates all present voted Aye. 
 
Motion by Council Member Orrick, seconded by Council Member Dunn that the Council Meeting 
scheduled for Monday, December 26, 2016 be cancelled. On roll call vote all present voted Aye. 
 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE COUNCIL 
Jim Mangan commented that after analyzing 2012 information on Solid Waste bids, information from the City, 
and the Solid Waste Department operating expenses percentage increases as high as 73%, the Council should 
place an action item on the January 9, 2017 agenda to approve the low bidder for the collection of garbage.  
Rick Hilst questioned if City ever issued Revenue Bonds. He was informed that General Obligation Bonds were 
issued on the City outstanding Series because rate was tied to assurance of the lender for repayment. 
Ann Witzig commented on the duties of the Corporation Counsel. She questioned since the attorney is authorized 
to collect outstanding debt if the fines she had discovered had be turned over to Mr. Dancey and/or BD 
Collections. The Gaming Ordinance had taken over a year to be submitted to the Liquor Commission or Council  
John McNish questioned Council on several issues of concern to him including where the City was at on 
complaint filed by the Police Pension Board; status of North Pekin Agreement; Transparency portal on City Web 
site not fixed; earmark new money from the levy; street repair need on Bacon Street; how City will pay for Court 
Street Improvements; no action on naming memorial for serviceman. 
Elaine Richey encouraged the Council to keep the garbage department but revise the department. 
Tera Beres, babysitter for Robert Bee expressed her concern that nothing more was being done by the City in 
finding the missing boy. Mr. Carson advise the public that all resources were actively working in his 
disappearance. The Council Meeting was not the forum and the investigation would not be talked about to 
compromise the police work.  
 
Tony Carson reported the Request for Qualifications for Corporation Counsel would be due December 20, 2016 
at 3:00 p.m. 
Clayton Stambaugh announced that the City was collecting toys up to noon on December 16, 2016 for the 
Salvation Army distribution. 
Council Member Golden brought to staff’s attention the need to finish the manholes on Quail Hollow Road with 
rings to be flush with the pavement. As mentioned in the Traffic Safety Committee minutes without the approval 
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of lane striping on the curve it is a safety issue to swerve to miss the lower sewer manholes. Other items of 
concern: accessible parking for new business on Court Street; gravel failed shoulder on Broadway at Veterans 
Drive.   
Luft expressed appreciation to the Peoria Area Convention and Visitors Bureau for hosting the successful 
Christmas on Court event. 
Council Member Orrick expressed appreciation to the City Manager for the update and status of the North Pekin 
Agreement. He voiced concern that the Village does not pay for additional homes hooked up to the City 
Wastewater system.   
Council Members and Mayor McCabe wished the residents a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 
No further business to come before the Council, motion by Council Member Luft, seconded by Council Member  
 
Orrick that Council adjourn. Motion carried voice vote. Mayor McCabe adjourned the meeting. 
 
COUNCIL ADJOURNED AT 7:50 P.M. 
 
 
Sue E. McMillan 
City Clerk 
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