
City of Pekin                                    
AGENDA 

 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING OF MONDAY, JANUARY 11, 2010 

 5:30 P.M. 
 
 

FY 2011 BUDGET QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS AFTER THE MEETING 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
    
    
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE     

Mayor Rusty Dunn      
         
  

III. ROLL CALL 
  Clerk to Call the Roll.    
 
  
IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
   ACTION:  Motion to approve the meeting agenda. 
  
   VOTE REQUIRED 
 
 
V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

ACTION:  Motion to approve minutes of Regular Council Meeting of Monday, December 14, 2009.  
  
   VOTE REQUIRED 
 
 
VI. PUBLIC INPUT ON AGENDA ITEMS 

Speakers to state name, address, and spell last name.  Questions unrelated to agenda items 
are accepted during “Public Questions” near the end of the meeting. Speakers will be limited to 3 
minutes. 
 
 

VII. CONSENT AGENDA 
1. Receive and File Monthly Reports and Minutes: Police Department December Report, Liquor 

Commission Minutes Dated October 29, 2010, and Building Report 2009. 
 

2. Proclamation: “Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day”   January 18, 2010. 
 

3. Charitable Solicitation: Benefit for Crystal A. Wise Saturday, February 20, 2010 
      Shade Memorial Youth Camp Tag Day April 23, 24, and 25, 2010 
 
  4. Receive and File Agreement for Access Road Easement from Warren E. Miller. 

 
5. Receive and File 2009 Annual Report and Financial Statements Dated April 30, 2009 

Prepared by Willock Warning and Co.  
 . 

 



  ACTION: Motion to approve all items listed on the Consent Agenda by Omnibus Vote. 
 

  VOTE REQUIRED TO APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 

VIII. COMMUNICATIONS 
 PRESENTATION 
 DESCRIPTION: Presentation of City of Pekin 2009  Annual Audit and Financial Statements 
 by Jim Warning of Willock, Warning, and Company. 

 
   

 PRESENTATION 
 DESCRIPTION: Presentation Web Site Proposal - ie-Media/McDaniels Marketing Communications 

 PRESENTER: Randy McDaniels 
 
 

IX. NEW BUSINESS 
1. Award Contract New Web Site    (DK) 

 DESCRIPTION:  Recommendation of the Technology Committee to enter into an agreement  
 for the redesign and development of the City of Pekin web site. 
   

      ACTION: Motion to approve the contract in an amount not to exceed $37,405.00. 
 
 

2. Intergovernmental Agreement for Police Protection Services (TM) 
 DESCRIPTION: Agreement with Housing Authority of the City of Pekin to provide protection 
  of residents by uniformed, off-duty police officers.  Rates for annual renewal between the months 
  of February through January remains at $25.00 per hour. 
  
 ACTION: Motion to approve the agreement.  
 

  VOTE REQUIRED 
 
 

3. Amendment to the Agreement with Mauer-Stutz for Sheridan Road Bridge (JW) 
 DESCRIPTION: Amend agreement with Mauer-Stutz for the preliminary design for the 
 Sheridan Road Bridge.  Additional engineering was due to Forest Preserve and Wetland requirements.      
   
 ACTION: Motion to approve the amendment in an amount not to exceed $10,853.50.  
 
 VOTE REQUIRED 
 
 

 4. Resolution No.  31-09/10 – Establishing The Sister City Commission   (DK) 
  DESCRIPTION: Formal establishment of members to form commission to solicit an International 
  Sister City. 
   

 ACTION: Motion to adopt the resolution.  
 
 VOTE REQUIRED 

 
 

5. Stop Sign Request Alameda and Gingoteaque    (JA) 
 DESCRIPTION: Review the need for a stop sign as requested by Gingoteaque residents. 
   

      ACTION: Motion to prepare ordinance to amend the Traffic Code regarding stop signs. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



6. Resolution No. 32-09/10 – Council Member Censure    (RD) 
 DESCRIPTION: Censure motion for Council Member’s actions toward City employee 
  and staff on December 4, 2009. 
   

      ACTION: Motion to censure Council Member.  
 

 
IX. ANY OTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE COUNCIL 

 Council Members 
 Staff 
 Public Questions 
 Press Time 

 
 
X. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 

 XI. ADJOURNMENT 
With no further action to come before the Council the Mayor declares meeting closed in open 
session. 
 
NO VOTE REQUIRED                                                                      
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*********************************************************************************** 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PEKIN, ILLINOIS, 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL 

111 SOUTH CAPITOL STREET 
ON MONDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2009 AT 5:30 O'CLOCK P.M. 

RUSTY L. DUNN, MAYOR PRESIDING 
  
PRESENT:  COUNCIL MEMBERS, ABEL, BLANCHARD, BARRA, KORTKAMP, 

SCHMIDGALL, STRAND AND DUNN 
 

 ********************************************************************************** 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Dunn. 
 
Roll was called and all Council Members were present.    
 
AGENDA 
Motion by Council Member Kortkamp, seconded by Council Member Abel, that the agenda be 
presented. On roll call vote, all present voted Aye.   
 
MINUTES 
Motion by Council Member Blanchard, seconded by Council Member Strand, that the minutes of the 
Regular City Council Meeting of November 23, 2009 and the Special Council Meeting of 
November 30, 2009, be approved as written.  On roll call vote, all present voted Aye.    
 
PUBLIC INPUT ON AGENDA ITEMS 
Bill Gilroy, 1312 South 11th Street expressed his disappointment in trying to view graphs and reports 
when during the televised Council Meetings on Channel 22.  He also voiced his support in obtaining 
right-of-way from the developer in the proposed lending agreement. 
 
Garnet Meischner, 1401 Janssen, suggested Council table the Dome agreement in order for the Council 
to obtain background information on the purchasers before lending money. 
 
Steve Moore, 2010 Westgate felt it was in the best interest of the residents of Pekin that the Council get 
information out on who the purchasers of the Dome were.  
 
Shirley Faichney, 320 State Street, addressed Council on two matters.  She voiced her displeasure that 
the side streets were not being cleared of snow or ice.  Public Works Director Joe Wuellner explained the 
new snow policy in which the Street Department would work normal hours to clear snow when the depth 
was 4-6 inches.  It would be possible to navigate 3-4 blocks to a main cleared street. She felt that the 
City did not need to invest money into the Dome but to use the money for the elderly. 
 
Allen Tucker, 303 South Broadway, Denver CO, and representative of the Central Illinois Sports 
Alliance, LLC, owner of the property known as the Dragon’s Dome, addressed the authorization of 
funds from the City to the Developer. The loan agreement contained terms under which the project 
would be utilized and a loan made.  He advised Council of his experience in management of buildings 
and sports facilities. He felt the Dome complex was economically viable project and that private 
ownership was a win/win partnership with the City. 
 
Robert Laurent4805 Sevier Drive, Springfield IL, spoke of his passion for youth sports, his connections 
to sporting opportunities, and his background in coordinating sports programs. 
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CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion by Council Member Barra, seconded by Council Member Blanchard, that the Consent Agenda 
be approved as presented.  Mayor Dunn read and presented the following for consideration of the 
Consent Agenda items by Omnibus Vote. 
 
Council Member Blanchard noted the incorrect year listed on the agenda and the listing of scheduled 
Council meetings for 2010.   

1. Receive and File Monthly Reports and Minutes:  Police Department November Report, Traffic 
Safety Committee Minutes dated December 4, 2009, Mayor’s Advisory Committee for Persons 
with Disabilities Minutes dated October 8, 2009, and Animal Control November report. 

 
2. Charitable Solicitation:  “Donation cans for David Pollard”. 
 
3. Resolution No. 27-09/10 -  Mayor’s Appointment of Steven Martin to the Economic 

Development Advisory Committee to fill the unexpired term of Bob Sidell for a term until the 
first Monday in May, 2010. 

 
4. Resolution No. 28-09/10 – Mayor’s Appointment of Michel Walker to the Zoning Board of 

Appeals to fill the vacant term to May 31, 2012. 
 

5. Receive and File – Meeting Schedule for the Pekin City Council for 2009 2010 and the Meetings 
of Official Bodies of the City of Pekin, Illinois. 

 
6. Receive and File The Pekin Planning Commission Minutes Dated, November 18, 2009. 

 
7. Receive and File Pekin Planning Commission Hearings and Recommendations: 

a. Hearing #09-1787– approval of the Site for a Drive thru for dry cleaning and coffee 
orders located at 312 Derby Street in Tazewell County, Illinois. 

b. Hearing #09-1788 – approval of the Special Use Request for dry cleaning and coffee 
orders located at 312 Derby Street in Tazewell County, Illinois. 

c. Hearing #09-1791 – approval of the Site Plan for Display and Sales of Portable Wood 
Sheds and Small buildings with the stipulation of a display limit of eight sheds and/or 
buildings at any one time and a setback requirement of 10’ behind the sidewalk located 
at 425 Ann Eliza along with an updated Site Plan for the request to the Council. 

d. Hearing #09-1792 – approval of the Special Use Request for Display and Sales of 
Portable Wood Sheds and Small buildings with the stipulation of a display limit of eight 
sheds and/or buildings at any one time and a setback requirement of 10’ behind the 
sidewalk located at 425 Ann Eliza. 

e. Hearing #09-1793 -& 09-1794 – made no recommendation for the Site Plan and Special 
Use for an AT&T Cell Tower located at 3000 Court Street due to the request by the 
Applicant to remove the item from the Agenda. 

f. Informal Hearing – recommends for the City Council to hold Moratoriums regarding 
New Billboard.  Illuminated Signs, etc. requests until the Sign Ordinance can be 
updated. 

On roll call vote, all present voted Aye. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

ORDINANCE NO. 2604-09/10 
AUTHORIZING A LOAN AGREEMENT TO CENTRAL ILLINOIS SPORTS ALLIANCE, LLC 

Motion by Council Member Abel, seconded by Council Member Barra, that Ordinance No. 2604-09/10 be 
adopted.  Each member of Council spoke to the matter of the Dragons Dome.  Mayor Dunn summarized how 
the City had considered its purchase and how they then arrived at private ownership.  The $500,000 loan 
would come from the Tourism Fund and repayment credited by increases in Hotel Motel Tax Fund driven by 
the facility’s use.  Council Members Strand and Schmidgall, originally opposed to City ownership, spoke in 
support of the better option and City risk mitigated.  Council Members Kortkamp, Barra, and Abel stated they 
were proponents of the Dome and spoke in support of the project as a viable way of keeping the facility open 
for the community and an appropriate use of tourism money not residents’ tax dollars.  Council Member 
Blanchard expressed concerns that enough information had not been received and enough time given 
reviewing the background of the purchasers.  He questioned the source of financing the loan.  Council 
Member Blanchard made a motion and it was seconded by Council Member Schmidgall that $500,000 from 
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Economic Development Fund be used.  Discussion followed on the appropriate use of the PEDIF money as 
outlined in the creation of that economic tool to attract industrial or big box businesses.  On roll call vote, 
Ayes, Blanchard; Nays, Schmidgall, Strand, Kortkamp, Barra, Abel, and Dunn.  Motion Fails.  Motion by 
Council Member Strand to call the question.  Vote was taken on the original motion to adopt the ordinance.  
On roll call vote, Ayes, Schmidgall, Strand, Kortkamp, Barra, Abel, and Dunn, Nay, Blanchard.  Motion 
Carried. 

RESOLUTION NO. 29-09/10 
ILLINOIS MUNICIPAL RETIREMENT FUND BENEFIT PROTECTION LEAVE 

Motion by Council Member Schmidgall, seconded by Council Member Kortkamp, that the Illinois 
Municipal Retirement Fund Benefit Protection Leave Form 6.32, be adopted.  Personnel Director 
Patricia Pollock advised that the IMRF required form authorized one employee to receive the service credit 
for 7 months of service time as a result of no earnings of being on Worker Compensation.  On roll call vote, 
all present voted Aye. 
 
City Clerk Sue McMillan explained to Council that the following 4 resolutions authorized that taxes not be 
levied against taxable real property in the City in amounts provided in the bond ordinances issued for 
projects such as the riverfront, vehicles, business park land expansions, and public works projects.  
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 22-09/10 
ABATEMENT OF TAXES ORDINANCE NO. 2324 $1,040,000 GENERAL OBLIGATION 

REFUNDING BONDS SERIES 2003 (REFUND 1991 CORPORATE PURPOSE) 
Motion by Council Member Strand, seconded by Council Member Abel, that Resolution No. 22-09/10 be 
adopted.  On roll call vote, all presented voted Aye. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 23-09/10 
ABATEMENT OF TAXES ORDINANCE NO. 2386 SERIES 2004 $2,950,000 

Motion by Council Member Strand, seconded by Council Member Kortkamp, that Resolution No. 23-
09/10 be adopted.  On roll call vote, all present voted Aye. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 24-09/10 
ABATEMENT OF TAXES ORDINANCE NO. 2387 SERIES 2004 $1,410,000 

Motion by Council Member Strand, seconded by Council Member Schmidgall, that Resolution No. 24-
09/10 be adopted.  On roll call vote, all present voted Aye. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-09/10 
ABATEMENT OF TAXES ORDINANCE NO. 2415 $1,120,000 

Motion by Council Member Strand, seconded by Council Member Schmidgall, that Resolution No. 25-
09/10 be adopted.  On roll call vote, all present voted Aye. 
 
Public Works Director Joe Wuellner presented as recommended by the Pekin Planning Commission the 
following special use request and site plan approvals: 
 
Motion by Council Member Blanchard, seconded by Council Member Abel, that the SITE PLAN FOR A 

DRIVE  
THRU FOR DRY CLEANING AND COFFEE ORDERS LOCATED AT 312 DERBY STREET, be 
approved.  On roll call vote, all present voted Aye. 
 
Motion by Council Member Blanchard, seconded by Council Member Kortkamp, that the SPECIAL USE 
FOR A DRIVE THRU FOR DRY CLEANING AND COFFEE ORDERS LOCATED AT 312 DERBY, 
be approved.  On roll call vote, all present voted Aye. 
 
Motion by Council Member Abel, seconded by Council Member Barra, that the SITE PLAN FOR 
DISPLAY AND SALES OF PORTABLE WOOD SHEDS AND SMALL BUILDINGS with the 
stipulation of a display limit of eight sheds and/or buildings at any one time and a setback requirement 
of 10’ behind the sidewalk located at 425 Ann Eliza along with updated Site Plan for the request to 
Council, be approved.  On roll call vote, all present voted Aye. 
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Motion by Council Member Abel, seconded by Council Member Barra, that the SPECIAL USE FOR 
DISPLAY AND SALES OF PORTABLE WOOD SHEDS AND SMALL BUILDINGS with the 
stipulation of a display limit of eight sheds and/or buildings at any one time and a setback requirement 
of 10’ behind the sidewalk located at 425 Ann Eliza along with updated Site Plan for the request to 
Council, be approved.  On roll call vote, all present voted Aye. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 30-09/10 
APPROVAL OF FINAL PLAT ESTATES AT LAKEVIEW 

Motion by Council Member Kortkamp, seconded by Council Member Blanchard, that Resolution No. 30-
09/10, be adopted.  Mr. Wuellner advised that any changes would need to come back for approval of the 
layout of 14 residential lots and 2 commercial lots in the new subdivision that was annexed on November 30, 
2009.  On roll call vote, all present voted Aye. 
 
Motion by Council Member Barra, seconded by Council Member Abel, that the AGREEMENT WITH J. 
BRIAN HELLER TO CONDUCT ADMINISTRATIVE ADJUDICATORY HEARINGS OF 
ORDINANCE VIOLATIONS OR THE CITY OF PEKIN AS HEARING OFFICERS be approved.  
Council was informed of the mutual covenants of the agreement to conduct administrative adjudicatory 
hearings of ordinance violations for the City.  On roll call vote, all present voted Aye. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 1462-A194-09/10 
AMENDING TITLE 8, CHAPTER 4, SECTION 1. D. OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF PEKIN 

REGARDING NO PARKING SCHEDULE 
7TH STREET 

Motion by Council Member Schmidgall, seconded by Council Member Strand, that Ordinance No. 1462-
A194-09/10, be adopted.  Traffic Safety Chairman Joe Wuellner presented the ordinance recommended by 
the committee to restrict parking in the 900 block of South 7th Street south of Park Avenue in order to address 
safety concerns entering and exiting an office building parking lot. On roll call vote, all present voted 
Aye. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2605-09/10 
ESTABLISHING A MORATORIUM ON THE ISSUANCE OF OFF-PREMISES SIGN PERMITS 

Motion by Council Member Barra, seconded by Council Member Blanchard, that Ordinance No. 2605-
09/10 be adopted.  Council was informed of the recommendation of the Planning Commission to suspend all 
sign activity on electronic/LED signs and bill boards until the Code was reviewed for necessary changes.  The 
suspension would last until June. On roll call vote, all present voted Aye. 
 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE COUNCIL 
Council Members and Staff extended best wishes to all for the holidays and peace and prosperity in the New 
Year. 
 
City Manager Dennis Kief informed Council that he had sent a draft of the FY2011 Budget and advised 
members to call with questions. 
 
Director of Solid Waste Collection Greg Ranney announced that each of the holidays fallen on Friday would 
necessitate moving garbage collection to Saturday for two weeks. 
 
 
No further business to come before the Council Mayor Dunn adjourned the meeting. 
 
COUNCIL ADJOURNED AT 7:20P.M. 
 
 
 
Sue E. McMillan 
City Clerk 



DECEMBER 2008 NOVEMBER 2009 DECEMBER 2009
TRAFFIC TICKETS 243 325 349
WARNING TICKETS 146 166 251
OFFENSES 394 491 375
ARRESTS 157 220 133
PARKING TICKETS 274 362 271
STOPS 414 454 574

OFFENSES
DRUG RELATED 1
DUI 3
DWLS/R 20
UUW 0

MULTIPLE OFFENSES
DRUGS/DUI 0
DRUGS/DWLS-R 0
DRUGS/UUW 0
DUI/DWLS 0
TOTAL 24

CITY OF PEKIN

IMPOUNDED VEHICLES FOR DECEMBER 2009
TOTAL VEHICLES IMPOUNDED:  24

AMOUNT OF FINES COLLECTED: $7000

NUMBER OF TICKETS PAID OVER THE COUNTER  20
NUMBER OF TICKETS WRITTEN 32

FINES COLLECTED OVER THE COUNTER  $4950

CITY ORDINANCE TICKETS FOR DECEMBER 2009

PEKIN POLICE DEPARTMENT

POLICE DEPARTMENT

END OF MONTH REPORT FOR DECEMBER 2009



 
City of Pekin 

 
SPECIAL LIQUOR COMMISSION MINUTES 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2009 
4:30 P.M. 

WEST CONFERENCE ROOM 
 
Deputy Liquor Commissioner Rick VonRohr called the meeting to order at 4:35p.m. 
 
PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE 
Rusty Dunn 
 
ROLL CALL 
The following members were present for roll call: Deputy Liquor Commissioner Rick VonRohr, Fire Chief Kurt 
Nelson, Police Chief Ted Miller, Holly Brown, and Liquor Commissioner Rusty Dunn 
Also present:  Corporation Counsel Sue Bosich  
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Holly made a motion to approve the October 29th Agenda, seconded by Miller.  Motion passed. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Nelson made a motion to approve the October 1st and October 22nd, 2009 Liquor Commission Minutes, 
seconded by Dunn.  Motion passed. 
 
PUBLIC INPUT/COMMENTS/QUESTIONS 
Nothing at this time 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Deputy Liquor Commissioner VonRohr informed Daniel Steinbach with Twisted Spoke Saloon, Inc. (new 
application) that the Commission is very concerned with his activities with the Pekin Police Department, 
especially his failure to cooperate with Police.  Rick stated the times he was arrested by Pekin Police and even 
though he was never convicted it is still a concern for the Liquor Commission.  Rick stated that if he was 
granted a Liquor License through the City of Pekin that he will have to comply by the City of Pekin’s Liquor 
Code.  Miller stated that it was not the Commissions intent to give him a hard time regarding his arrests, we just 
want you to be aware of the Liquor Code and want complete cooperation from you regarding any matters in 
which the police would be called.  It was also noted that Daniel Steinbach would have to comply with the 
Liquor Code regarding the Beer Garden.  Liquor Commissioner Dunn has concerns as well and asks that Mr. 
Steinbach complies with the City of Pekin Liquor Code. 
Daniel Steinbach stated he was going to keep the original employees and that he will be running the business 
day to day.  The two other corporation members will help run the business as well.  Daniel wants to reassure 
everyone that he will comply with the City of Pekin’s Liquor Code. 
 
Miller made a motion to approve the liquor license for Twisted Spoke Saloon, Inc. contingent upon the two 
criminal background checks coming back clean from Michelle and Kevin Neill, the Beer Garden gets up to 
code, the City Clerk receive the Liquor Liability Insurance and Lease of Property.  Seconded by Brown.  
Motion passed. 
 
Any Other Business 
Discussed the Code Changes – Deputy Liquor Commissioner asked that the Commission look over the code 
changes and email Sue Bosich with any changes.  This will be on the Agenda under New Business at the 
November 19th Liquor Commission meeting. 
 
Discussion on appointing a new member:  Ted stated he had a couple candidates.  He will make a few phone 
calls and get back with Liquor Commissioner Dunn in a few days. 



 
Liquor Commissioner Dunn mentioned the new State Law that will come in effect in the year 2010 for Video 
Gaming Act.  Just wants the Commission to think about and be aware.  Paula to scan the brochures and email 
out to the Commission. 
 
Brown made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Nelson. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:05pm   Next Meeting: Thursday, November 19th at 4:00pm 
Respectfully submitted Paula Gensel            





 
 
 

WHEREAS, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. devoted his life to the advancement of civil 
rights and public service; and 
 

WHEREAS, citizens of Illinois and across the country honor Dr. King’s legacy each 
year in January; and 
 

WHEREAS, Dr. King recognized that everybody can be great because everybody can 
serve, and, during his lifetime, encouraged all Americans to serve their neighbors and their 
communities; and 

 
WHEREAS, Martin Luther King Day focuses on bringing people together and 

breaking down the barriers that have divided us as a nation; and 
 
WHEREAS, thousands of Illinois residents will commemorate the significance of 

Martin Luther King Day by performing community service that benefits communities and 
neighborhoods, and provides a fitting memorial to the life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that I, Rusty Dunn, Mayor, City of Pekin, 
Illinois, do hereby proclaim January 18th, 2010, as 
 
 "DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY" 
 
in the City of Pekin, Tazewell County, Illinois, urge citizens to recognize it as a day of service 
throughout Illinois, as well as a day to honor this profound and influential civil rights leader. 
 

ADOPTED, this 11th day of January, in the Year of Our Lord, Two Thousand and 
Ten. 

 
 

 
 

___________________________________ 
                                                                                        RUSTY DUNN 
                                                                                                          Mayor  
 
ATTEST: 
 
________________________________ 
           SUE E. MCMILLAN 
                 City Clerk 
 















































































































































































































































 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM:  Contract with ie-Media/McDaniels Marketing 
 
AGENDA DATE REQUESTED: January 11, 2010 
 
ACTION REQUESTED:  Approval of Contract 
 
BACKROUND: It is the recommendation of the Technology Committee that the City of Pekin 
enter into an agreement with ie-Media/McDaniels Marketing for the redesign and development 
of our City of Pekin web site. Inasmuch as the Economic Development and Clerks’ 
Departments will be actively involved in this start-up, those respective Department Heads also 
support this recommendation. Dave Hess spearheaded these efforts by preparing the RFP and 
other documents. 
 
We strongly recommend the work included through page 24 of the proposal (in an amount to 
not exceed $29,925 from the FY2010 Budget) and would also like to recommend the optional 
“New Movers” work detailed on page 25 (in an amount to not exceed $7,480 from the FY2011 
Budget). It is our belief that the City of Pekin web site is well past its useful life and in need of 
rework.  
 
The work to be performed by ie-Media in this proposal would bring increased functionality and 
added content to our site. Some of the functionality would be the slideshow feature allowing us 
to showcase images taken around the community, Video and Calendar features, an easier to 
navigate Clerks section, enhanced EDC site, easier administration and search engine 
optimization (SEO) are also included.  
 
The City of Pekin’s web site is often the first contact that visitors to our community have. This 
work will allow us to make our first impression a good one. 
 

REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 
 

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
 
CC: Sue McMillan, City Clerk 
 
From:   Technology Committee (1/5/2010) 



 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT: $29,925 from the FY2010 Budget and $7,480 from the FY2011 Budget 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD CONCERNS: Improved Website 
 
IMPACT IF APPROVED: Updated website to attract new business to the community and to have current 
City information readily available to the public 
 
IMPACT IF DENIED:  N/A 
 
ALTERNATIVES: N/A 
 
RELATIONSHIP TO THE CONCEPTUAL PLANNING PROCESS:  Consistent with the High Quality of 
Life theme 
 
 
 
 
 

REQUIRED SIGNATURES 
 

Technology Committee ____________________________________________________ 
                                                                             
 
Finance Department   ____________________________________________________ 
                                                  (Certification of Availability of Funds) 
 
Corporation Counsel   ____________________________________________________ 
      (Certification of Review) 
 
City Manager    ____________________________________________________ 
 



City of Pekin

Web 1999 - 2000



City of Pekin
Web

2001-2002



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Final – December 17, 2009 
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Vendor Information 
Contacts: Your Results‐Driven Team 

Randy McDaniels 
President, Manager of Account Services 
I've been in marketing my entire career ‐ I live and breathe it. After I received my 
degree in 1986 from Bradley University in Peoria, Illinois, I went directly to work at 
the firm in both the creative and account services areas. Today I am the Manager of 
Account Services and will manage your complete multi‐faceted interactive program, 
emphasizing strategic direction. As president, I provide leadership and direction for 
the agency and ie‐media, ensuring you the ultimate in interactive solutions. At 
McDaniels Marketing Communications, we only have one objective in mind ‐ yours. 

 
Sarah Freeman 
Account Executive 
A graduate of Eastern Illinois University, I hold both a bachelor's and master's in 
Communication Studies, with a minor in Public Relations. My responsibilities include 
generating new business opportunities and managing client/agency relationships. 
Prior to my work for McDaniels and ie‐media, I worked as an account executive for 
an advertising, marketing and design firm in Rockford, Illinois. My knowledge of 
communication processes is valuable to meet client expectations and to gauge 
client satisfaction. 

 
Melissa Smallenberger 
ie‐media Director, IT Manager 
A cum laude graduate of North Central College in Naperville, IL, I have a bachelor’s 
degree in Marketing with a minor in Computer Science.  My education and 12+ 
years of experience working at the agency in production, media planning, IT and ie‐
media have enabled me to oversee the agency’s interactive projects to completion.  
My primary focus is working on all aspects of web and interactive projects, while 
assisting with IT and production.  My attention to detail and multi‐tasking abilities 

ensure that projects meet the highest expectations of the agency and our clients. 
 

Rod Standley 
Senior Art Director 
As senior art director, I utilize my 28 years of experience in the graphic arts field (23 
of those with McDaniels) to supervise the agency’s art department… making sure 
each art project measures up to the team’s strict creative standards and the client’s 
marketing objectives.  I also serve as our corporate identity specialist and lead the 
art direction in most of the agency’s identity work.  I hold an associate’s degree in 
Graphic Design from Southern Illinois University of Technical Careers. 
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Tracy Glass 
Account Executive, Senior Copywriter 
With a bachelor's degree in Advertising from the University of Illinois' prestigious 
College of Communications, as well as 23 years of experience in the marketing 
communications field, I offer extensive expertise to our clients.  A member of the 
McDaniels creative team since 2002, I have served as senior copywriter and account 
coordinator for a wide range of local, regional and national accounts in many 
different industries.  Clients rely on me to develop creative strategies, concepts and 
copy for websites, collateral materials, direct mail, newsletters and multimedia 

presentations, as well as print, broadcast and outdoor advertising.  
 

Samantha Preston 
Graphic Designer 
I hold a bachelor’s degree in both Graphic Design and Photography from Bradley 
University.  Prior to joining McDaniels and ie‐media, I worked as a graphic designer 
for Kathryn Beich, Inc. and as an infographics artist at the Peoria Journal Star.  I 
provide print and interactive solutions that help our clients maximize their results. 
 
 
 

Dave Rawlins 
Graphic Designer 
I hold a bachelor’s in Graphic Communication from Western Illinois University, where I 
also worked in WIU’s Athletics Media Services Department as an award‐winning web 
and print designer. Since joining the agency in 2006, I specialize in creating integrated 
marketing campaigns for various regional and national accounts, including print, 
interactive web and video projects.   
 
 
Dave Schuette 
Graphic Designer 
I joined our staff as a graphic designer in 2005.  A cum laude graduate of Bradley 
University, I hold a bachelor’s degree in Graphic Design, with a minor in Multimedia 
Design.  Prior to joining McDaniels and ie‐media, I worked as a freelance designer.  I 
am now primarily responsible for multimedia work at the agency working on 
interactive projects, including outstanding Flash animation for a variety of clients. 
 

 
Kimberly Weaver 
Copywriter/Account Coordinator 
A professional copywriter for the past six years, I hold a bachelor’s degree in English 
from Illinois State University in Bloomington, IL and am currently working on my 
master’s degree in Professional Writing.  I’ve written for a variety of media, 
including websites, and help clients with both corporate branding and product‐
specific campaigns.  In addition to my role as copywriter, I serve as an account 
coordinator to our clients, overseeing day‐to‐day communications to ensure that 
projects are completed on time. 
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Company Address: 
McDaniels Marketing Communications 
11 Olt Avenue 
Pekin, IL 61554 
 
Company Website Addresses/URLs: 

• www.mcdanielsmarketing.com 
• www.ie‐media.com 

 
Phone Numbers: 
Main office: (309) 346‐4230 
Randy McDaniels: (309) 346‐7412  
Sarah Freeman: (309) 346‐6356 
 
Locations: 
Pekin, IL ‐ headquarters 
Roscoe, IL – servicing northern Illinois and southern Wisconsin 
Moline, IL – servicing the Quad Cities 
 
Number of Years in Business: 43 
 
Company Names: 

• McDaniels Marketing Communications 
• ie‐media 

Note: incorporated as E.W. McDaniels, Inc. 
 
Company Owned By: Four stockholders 

• Randy McDaniels (majority stockholder) 
• Brenda McDaniels 
• Claudia McDaniels 
• Kate Baumann‐ McDaniels 

 
Important Partnership: ETC Computerland 

 
   



 

           Page 5 
 

 
What We Offer 
A Blend of Effective Marketing Communications and Technology 
McDaniels Marketing Communications and ie‐media are able to obtain solid results for organizations 
like yours because we understand the complexity of the relationship between communication and 
technology.  We balance online innovation with sound marketing principles and a thorough 
understanding of your objectives and target audiences.  We go beyond merely creating a website, to 
building a tool that helps build relationships. 
 
The nature of today’s information seekers makes a user‐satisfying website critical for success.  We 
recognize website objectives from a user standpoint and incorporate the following to increase user 
satisfaction: 

• Visual appeal 
• Ease of navigation 
• Interactivity 
• Usefulness of information 
• Dynamic content 

 
User satisfaction becomes much easier to achieve, however, when administration satisfaction is 
reached as well.  ie‐media will increase administration satisfaction with the following: 

• Capabilities of our exclusive content management system 
• Flexibility to tie into third‐party programming 
• Technology upgrade from existing site 
• Support and training 

 
Unlike many other websites or hosting companies, we deliver it all: strategy, copywriting, design, 
photography, illustration, programming, database development, Flash animation and custom 
applications.  This enables you to work with one company for a website that truly matches your goals, 
has a purpose and stays current.   

 
Serving as a Valuable Resource and a Perfect Fit for the City of Pekin 
McDaniels Marketing Communications always serves as a valuable resource for its clients that they can 
turn to in an instant.  When you work with our firm, you are gaining a confidant, an advisor and a 
partner.  The advances of communication technology have allowed us to be available for consultation 
and support for clients located hours away.  However, due to the proximity of our main office and the 
City of Pekin offices, our teams will be able to work together in a much richer form of communication 
without the complexities of time and travel. 
 
More importantly, because our firm is based in Pekin and the fact that we have worked closely with the 
Pekin Visitors Bureau, the Pekin Economic Development Committee and the Pekin Area Chamber of 
Commerce, we have a thorough understanding of where the city has been, where it is headed and have 
a vision of what it will become.   
 
Additionally, our broad client base (including many government entities) allows us to bring an 
abundance of applicable experience to the table, which will result in a website that showcases the City 
of Pekin as the best that it can be. 
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Services Provided 
The City of Pekin will receive a team of creative marketing strategists, experienced database 
programmers, award‐winning artists, motivating writers and cutting‐edge programmers to fully design 
and program your website.   
 
There’s also no need to worry what will happen after your site is launched. With solid family ownership 
and the backing of our parent company, ie‐media won’t be bought or sold like so many web 
development start‐up companies.  You own the programming and you won’t have to worry about 
dealing with someone who is here one day and gone the next. 
 

Continuous Support 
Due to constant changes in technology and the new ways consumers are able to seek information, a 
successful website is always in a state of flux.  While this may be overwhelming for some organizations, 
ie‐media provides continuous support to our clients, relieving them of unnecessary stress.  After launch, 
we offer the following services: 

• 24/7 Email support 
• Additional training and support via telephone and personal visits (As needed) 
• Consultation for website improvements 
• Tweaks/updates to design template  
• Tweaks /updates to currently programmed modules 
• Content and graphic(s) development and programming 

 
We also have the resources to help you promote the site, making the whole project worthwhile.  Just 
because you build it, doesn’t necessarily mean they will come.  Website promotion can be accomplished 
in a number of ways.  Banner advertising, search engine optimization and search engine marketing are a 
few of the ways we can help promote the City of Pekin’s website after launch. 

 
Banner Advertising 
Banner advertising can often be more of a science than an art form. ie‐media can help research possible 
sites that would serve as relevant advertisement placement as well as tracking the banner ad results.  
We are also capable of developing creative, attention‐getting banner ads that can be used on your own 
site for cross promotion.  These ads can be executed in a variety of sizes and configurations – animated 
and non‐animated. 
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Search Engine Optimization 
In order to achieve great search results, you need to do more than simply launch a well‐designed site.  
Our team of online marketing professionals will improve your organic search engine results for targeted 
keywords in order to draw more users to your website.  We are capable of managing the following SEO 
tasks: 

• Keyword Phrasing Optimization: maximizes keyword usage for proper densities:  
− Consulting and research for your homepage plus additional pages of your choice  
− Keyword phrase research to target your potential visitors and competitive keyword 

research to identify the saturation level of competition for specific keyword phrases  
− Meta tag optimization to create consistency of keyword phrases  
− Review to ensure proper linking of text links to interior pages  
− Copywriting/editing – incorporates keyword phrase research into enhanced keyword 

rich paragraphs 
• User Experience Optimization: identifies opportunities to enhance the user experience of:  

− Homepage content  
− Strategic navigation analysis  
− Homepage and underpage design recommendations 

• Reciprocal Links Management: allows for search engine robots to easily find and index your site:  
− Development of a link resource page  
− Development of appropriate quantity and type of links (based on content) 

 
Search Engine Marketing 
Search engine optimization will help you achieve greater organic search engine results. Unfortunately, 
the competition on certain keyword phrases is so dense that being positioned on the first page of 
organic results is extremely difficult.  For this reason, we implement pay‐per‐click search engine 
marketing plans for our clients which allow them to immediately promote their websites.  Even if you 
are already ranked well organically, SEM can help implement a pull strategy targeting specific audiences 
using related, but non‐specific, search terms.  
 
Advantages: 

• Greater control: editing keywords can help you get the results you want; you can also display 
ads in a variety of formats, target to geographic locations and even leverage dynamic keyword 
insertion.  

• Measurable value: there's no minimum requirement for spending or time; with the  
pay‐per‐click option, you're only charged when people click on your ads.  This means that every 
dollar of your budget goes toward bringing in new visitors to your website.  

• Experienced ad development: each search engine has different ad limitations in regard to size 
and content; creating multiple text ads allows us to optimize your ad quality by predominantly 
displaying the ad that yields better results.  Image/banner, video and mobile ads are also 
available.  

 
First our strategic team will set up your SEM program with recommended search engines such as Google 
and Yahoo!   
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We will continue to monitor your SEM program on a monthly basis, which includes the following tasks: 

• Keyword list development and entry  
• Ad development and entry  
• Keyword/ad revisions  
• Program implementation  
• Pricing optimization  
• Monthly review of campaign performance  
• Basic optimization of existing keywords, ads and keyword bids  
• Adding new funds 

 
User Training 
Our system contains a unique HTML editor suite that resembles and works much like Microsoft Word. 
The simple icons with pop‐up smart menus make editing a breeze!  Upon development of the basic CMS 
editor, our IT director, Melissa Smallenberger, will take the necessary steps to train your staff on how to 
login to the administrative side of the website, perform editing tasks and enter content into your 
system.  We will also provide your staff with a CMS manual to use as a quick reference guide. 

 
Customization and Coding 
With every company and organization come different sets of goals and challenges.  For this reason, we 
provide 100% custom designs, menu systems and modules to our clients’ websites.  While many 
modules are popular and somewhat similar (calendar of events, photo galleries, banner ad manager, 
etc.), we still take the time to understand how a module will most effectively and efficiently benefit our 
clients.   
 
Our cutting‐edge content management system is proven effective and currently used by numerous 
clients in various industries.  With this program, your staff members and our creative team will be able 
to update the new www.ci.pekin.il.us online at any time in just seconds!  This gives you complete 
control of your website’s content for easy maintenance and updating.   Unlike many content 
management systems, ours is designed for the average computer user and is extremely simple to 
operate.  No web design or programming knowledge is required! 
 
Our system contains a unique HTML editor suite that resembles and works much like Microsoft Word – 
making the tools and icons familiar to staff members.  This editor, alone, allows you to perform the 
following tasks: 

• Simple WYSIWYG configuration 
• Edit, cut, copy and paste 
• Undo and redo 
• Insert tables 
• Show punctuation 
• Insert special characters 
• Bold, italicize and underscore 
• Left, center and right justify alignment 

• Insert bullets and numbering 
• Superscript and subscript 
• Decrease and increase indent 
• Adjust font color and highlighting 
• Create links 
• Insert meta tag descriptions 
• And many more! 
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With the tools listed above, the City of Pekin will achieve effective and efficient website maintenance 
tasks.  The following are additional benefits you will receive from investing in our CMS 

• First class design – creates a website that builds desire for the City of Pekin and showcases your 
strongest attributes; first impressions are everything! 

• Complete control – you can do it all (control content, images, files, etc.) because we are 
equipping you with the most efficient and user‐friendly content management system available. 

• Teamwork and responsiveness – the website administrative side allows your staff to work as a 
team, to be more strategic and effective in your interactive marketing strategy. 

• Flexibility – after the initial setup, you can add, remove or update as many web pages as 
necessary to properly promote your destination. 

• Efficiency – gaining complete control over your website content saves you countless hours of 
time and money, leaving you with more opportunity to invest in your website as opposed to 
website maintenance. 

• Access from anywhere – you won’t be limited to accessing your site by software or local servers, 
which means you can update your website online at any time, from anywhere! 

• Search Engine Optimization – SEO is made easier by your ability to internally make immediate 
changes to content and monitor the change in response to web monitoring programs. 

• Upgradable foundation – there is no need to rebuild anything; just upgrade or add to your 
existing system. 

• Never shut down for maintenance – we can add new time‐saving modules easily and at any 
time without taking your site down. 

• Unique ability to customize – we can create nearly anything we can envision and plug it right 
into your site. 

• Interactive modules – we can add any module with advanced custom capabilities at anytime – 
from updating dynamically populating homepage content to incorporating event registration to 
your events calendar. 

• Update your look – we can implement new web designs and create new menu systems at any 
time without affecting the CMS or the live, public view of your site. 
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Warranties, Assurances and Upgrade Plans  
Assurances: E.W. McDaniels, Inc. warrants that products will materially conform to original project 
requirements and any other mutually agreed upon requirements set for in an approved change or order.  
If a product does not conform to its requirements and you notify E.W. McDaniels, Inc. of the 
nonconformity in writing or e‐mail within the first 12 months, E.W. McDaniels, Inc. will correct the 
problem at no additional charge to the City of Pekin. 
 
Warranty: Use of our exclusive content management system software and its documentation is at your 
sole risk. The software and its documentation, are provided "AS IS" and without warranty of any kind 
and Author & Author's Licensor(s) (collectively herein referred to as "The Author"), expressly disclaim all 
warranties, expressed or implied, including, but not limited to, the implied warranties of merchant 
ability and fitness for a particular purpose and against infringement. The Author does not warrant that 
the functions contained in the software will meet a limitless set of requirements, or that the operation 
of the software will be corrected.  Furthermore, The Author does not warrant or make any 
representations regarding the use of the results of the use of software or its documentation in terms of 
their correctness, accuracy, reliability, or otherwise.  No oral or written information or advice given by 
The Author or the Author's authorized representative shall create a warranty or in any way increase the 
scope of this warranty.  Should the software prove defective, you (NOT The Author) assume the entire 
cost of all necessary servicing, repair or correction.  Some jurisdictions do not allow the exclusion of 
implied warranties, so the above exclusion may not apply. 
 
Upgrade plans: as this is a custom website and CMS there are NO upgrades scheduled; any requested in 
response to changing browsers, operating systems or other issues will require a separate proposal. 

 
Business Relationship 
Preferred Financial Terms 

• Thirty percent of payment for the content management system and additional modules will be 
invoiced within 30 days of project start. 

• Thirty percent of payment for the content management system and additional modules will be 
invoiced within 30 days of the estimate half‐way completion point of the project 

• The final 40% of payment for the content management system and additional modules will be 
invoiced within 30 days of website launch. 

 
Contracts and Agreements 
Change in Control Process 
Upon completion of the content management system basic editor setup, the City of Pekin will have 
immediate administrative access to begin entering new content or transferring existing content into 
new web pages.  As each module is completed, the City of Pekin staff will have immediate access to 
begin entering content into relevant modules.  Once the new website has been launched (made 
available for public viewing), the City of Pekin staff will own all website content and abide by the 
Contract Terms. 
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Contract Terms 

1. Term. The “Term” of this Agreement runs from the Effective Date set forth on the front page of 
this Agreement until project completion.  Either party may terminate this Agreement by 
providing the other with at least 20 days advance written notice.  Termination will not end or 
change either party’s rights or duties which accrue during the Term, arise under Orders entered 
into by the parties during the Term, or relate to Products acquired during the Term. 

2. Product Definitions. 
a. “Software” means generally available computer programs licensed to the City of Pekin 

under an Order or provided to you in connection with services, fixes, updates, upgrades 
and enhancements to computer programs to which you are entitled or licensed under 
Orders.  Software purchased for you or created and provided to you shall be used for 
the website in which it was originally intended for the City of Pekin: source code, 
compile procedures, database scripts and any other code required to recreate the 
delivered product.  This source code cannot be used for multiple websites or be used for 
profit for the City of Pekin. 

3. Licenses. 
a. E.W. McDaniels, Inc. grants you transferable, exclusive, perpetual worldwide license to 

use Software and Deliverables for your external and internal use. 
b. You may make archival copies and a backup copy of Software and computer‐coded 

Deliverables.  Extra copies of Software or a Deliverable may be used at no extra charge 
for simultaneous running, testing, development, redundancy or the like, but cannot be 
used for more than one website (the original website for which it was originally 
intended for the City of Pekin) 

 
Limitation of Liability 
In no event will E.W. McDaniels, Inc. be liable for direct, indirect, special, incidental, economic, cover or 
consequential damages arising from the use of or inability to use the Contents even if advised of the 
possibility of such damages. 
 

Proposed Solution and Product 
Currently, www.ci.pekin.il.us is very static, not keeping pace to promote the valuable information the 
City of Pekin has to offer its target audiences – site selectors, developers, business owners, residents 
and prospective residents.  If you employ our firm to develop your new website, it will be built upon a 
PHP CMS platform that enables your staff to publish timely information and offer tools that continue to 
draw your targets to your site.  The website will also be designed to help create a greater sense of 
perceived value for the City of Pekin.  You will be able to rely on our EDC and new‐resident marketing 
experience as we write content and design a site that takes www.ci.pekin.il.us to another level.  You can 
see that we have provided a proposed design including a potential new resident section for your 
website (in addition to the EDC section).  We hope you find our design to be engaging and see how it 
capitalizes on the thousands of dollars that have been invested by the Chamber’s marketing efforts.   In 
addition, we ensure that content on the homepage and key subpages are keyword rich and link‐
optimized to improve organic search results in popular search engines like Yahoo! and Google. 
Modules/features that perform specific functions can be plugged into your website over time to keep 
the site moving forward in a positive fashion.   
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Below is a focused list of the features/modules we suggest for the new City of Pekin website. 

• Advanced SEO Management 
• Video Management 
• Slideshow Management 
• Calendar of Events 
• Document Library 

 
Economic Development Template Design 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our initial homepage template design promotes a very clean look due to the placement of graphics, 
menu items and pictures.  This template is free from clutter and provides adequate space for each of the 
highlighted areas, including the welcome content, news, videos and comments.  The intent is to supply 
information in a very easy‐to‐find manner.  The design also boasts a warm feel due to the bold color 
selection of the menu bars and graphics. Additionally, the use of the pictures of marigolds behind the 
main site template is a great way to communicate one of the most recognized symbols of the City of 
Pekin.   
 
The template is divided into three main sections.  The first is the header where users will find the City of 
Pekin logos and the main drop‐down menu.  You will notice that we have adjusted one of the logos to 
incorporate a new tagline.  Previously, the logo placed on the right side of the header read, “What a 
pleasant surprise.”  After further consideration, our creative team wanted to tap into the quality of life 
appeal.  We recommend changing the Pekin tagline to, “The best value in quality of life.”  Value is 
Pekin’s differentiating factor versus comparable, neighboring communities.  Pekin offers the  
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best overall value in education, parks, housing, government services, shopping and more.  These points 
are also made clear in the keyword rich content for the homepage. The headers of each site section will 
be individualized to differentiate the departments of the City, while maintaining a consistent look and 
feel. The main menu is very accessible at the top and offers navigation to every area of the site. The 
second main section includes the submenu found on the right side of the page.  This provides users with 
the specific information they will find for the individual sections of the site.  Finally, the third main 
section holds the majority of the content.  The page does not run very deep, aiming to keep users above 
the fold.  The keyword rich paragraph will enhance the searchability of the site and give users a brief 
description of the EDC.  Additionally, advertisers can place banners on the bottom of the page to cross 
promote the businesses and development of the City (a revenue opportunity for the city). 
 
For a larger view of this template design, please see the attachment enclosed. 
 

New Movers Template Design 
 

As previously stated, each header lends itself to be customized for the different sections of the site.  We 
also recommend using this template for a “New Movers” micro‐site which serves to encourage new 
residents to move to Pekin.  The micro‐site would be linked to the domain “movetopekin.com.”  You will 
see that the template is identical to the EDC, therefore provides the same clean, user‐friendly 
experience.  We continue to highlight community news, videos and comments.  The advertising space at 
the bottom of the page features specific properties for new Pekin homeowners to investigate.   
For a larger view of this template design, please see the attachment enclosed. 
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Number of Installed Customers 
Currently, ie‐media has 35 live sites that utilize a Cold Fusion‐based CMS or our proposed PHP‐based 
CMS. 

 
Design Samples 

Brookfield, Wisconsin 
Convention and Visitors 
Bureau  
www.brookfieldcvb.com 
Launched: May, 2009 
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Kankakee County Convention and 
Visitors Bureau  
www.visitkankakeecounty.com 
Launched: May, 2009 
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Pekin Chamber of 
Commerce 

www.pekin.net/live  
Launched: 2003 
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Pekin Hospital 

www.pekinhospital.org  
Launched: 2004 
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Starved Rock Lodge and 
Conference Center 

www.starvedrocklodge.com  
Launched: January, 2009 
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St. Joseph’s Hospital – 
Highland, IL 

www.stjosephshighland.org   
Launched: 2008 
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Client Referrals 
Bill Fleming, Executive Director 
Pekin Area Chamber of Commerce 
402 Court St. 
Pekin, IL 61554   
Phone: (309) 346‐2106   
e‐mail: bfleming@pekin.net     
URL: www.pekin.net/live; launched 2003 
 
Carrie Warner, Marketing Director 
Pekin Hospital 
600 S. 13th St. 
Pekin, IL 61554 
Phone: (309) 353‐0559 
e‐mail: cwarner@pekinhopsital.com    
URL: www.pekinhospital.org; launched 2004 
 
Larry Williams, Executive Director 
Kankakee County CVB 
One Dearborn Square, Suite 1 
Kankakee, IL 60901 
Phone: (815) 935‐7390 
e‐mail: larry@visitkankakeecounty.com  
URL: www.pekinhospital.org; launched 2008 
 
Kathy Casstevens, Marketing Director 
Starved Rock Lodge and Conference Center 
Rt. 178 & 71 
Utica, IL 61373 
Phone: (815) 220‐7363 
e‐mail: kcasstevens@starvedrocklodge.com  
URL: www.starvedrocklodge.com; launched 2009 
 
Tammi Washington, Website Project Leader 
Brookfield, Wisconsin CVB 
17100 Bluemound Rd., Suite 203 
Brookfield, WI 53005 
Phone: (262) 789‐0220 
e‐mail: tammi@brookfieldcvb.com  
URL: www.brookfieldcvb.com; launched 2009 
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Cost Estimate (CMS Development, City of Pekin and EDC site) 
 
Consultation, Planning & Initial Training (10 hours @ $100/hr.) ...................................... $1,000 

• Initial web development meetings 
• Determine strategy and objectives for website design, features and functions 
• Develop current and proposed sitemapping and planning for content/function 

specifications 
• Training (via phone) for CMS including user setup 
• Third party consulting (if needed) for website integration of existing/internal 

tools 
Note: Additional training (post‐launch) can be purchased as a pre‐paid bank of technical 
support/maintenance hours – see pg. 26 
 
Design Framework & Menu Interface (25 hours @ $100/hr.) .......................................... $2,500 

• Template design for integration into ie‐media CMS 
• Graphic size determination and style sheet setup 
• Dynamic, search engine optimized menu design to allow navigation to pages 
• Built‐in design expandability for future menu expansion, editor pages, new 

modules and admin management 
• The main website (in this case the homepage) design will act as the template on which the mini‐

sites (sections) will be based 
• These mini‐sites will be variations on the main site design, with each mini‐site’s header using a 

different image, to differentiate the mini‐sites 
 
Content Development/Copywriting (10 hours @ $85/hr.) .................................................. $850 

• Strategic copywriting for key sections/pages 
Note: Additional content development can be purchased at $85/hour. 
 
Webpage Layout and Programming (15 hours @ $100/hr.) ............................................. $1,500 

• Layout of pages (within allotted time frame) 
• Photoshop web optimizing of all graphics/images for web use 
• Photo retouching of client supplied materials/photo shoots 
• New content entry into CMS 
• Applying styles and page layout to agency written content pages 

Note: Additional layout and programming can be purchased at $100/hour. 
 
Pre‐launch Proofreading & Testing (5 hours @ $75/hr.) ..................................................... $375 

• Includes final URL testing 
• Proofreading of site content 
• Cross platform and browser testing 

Note: additional proofreading and testing can be purchased at $75/hour. 
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Existing Content Transfer (10 hours @ $75/hr.) .................................................................. $750 

• Transfer of current content to new CMS, applying new styles and page layout 
according to the hours quoted 

• Entering of client supplied data into CMS module according to hours quoted 
• Form building in Form Builder module 

NOTE: Additional data entry and content transfer can be purchased at $75/hour as needed. 
 
PHP Content Management System .................................................................................. $8,000 

• Site template programming 
• Ability to add/update/delete pages with WYSIWYG editor and control menu 

pages 
• File Manager, Image Manager 
• Style sheets control all text styling aspects of the site including consistency in 

fonts, colors and spacing 
• Meta tags for title, description and keywords on all web pages; editable by 

client staff via CMS 
• Optimized for 1024 x 768 browser resolutions (the most common) 
• Cross‐browser compatible with IE 6 and above, Firefox 2 and above, and Safari 2 

and above 
• Menus will be built dynamically through the Content Manager 
• Image and document insertion into pages will be done via the editor 
• Site search will utilize Google Site Search and be integrated into the site 

 
Admin Interface/User Manager Module ...........................................................................  FREE! 

• Web admin manager 
• Admin interface 

 
Slideshow Management .................................................................................................. $1,200 

• Picture slideshow tool will allow placement of a slideshow on any page; will pull randomly and 
display the images for a set number of seconds; and it is understood that images will vary by file 
size, file format (jpg or gif only), horizontal/vertical positioning; and will be auto‐sized/optimized 
upon upload 

• Fields 
− Slideshow 
− Title 
− Caption 
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Video Manager ................................................................................................................ $1,500 

• An embedded Flash video (FLV) will be able to placed on any page of the site and will randomly 
display a video based on all files in a specified directory 

• The customer will upload videos in FLV format 
• Insert videos by ID or category into page content; example: [video](id:1) or 

[video](category:  events) 
• Fields 

− Category 
− FLV file upload (upload limits determined by hosting server) 
− Screenshot upload 
− Title 

 
City Clerk Section of Website (10 hours @$85/hour average) ............................................. $850 

− Create template header design 
− Layout of pages (not to exceed 5 hours) 
− Photoshop web optimizing of all graphics/images for web use 
− Photo retouching of client supplied materials/photo shoots 
− New & existing content entry into CMS (not to exceed 5 hours) 
− Applying styles and page layout to agency written content pages 
− Setup of SEO meta description and keywords for entire site 
− Implement any additional modules needed for the site (quoted separately) 
− Implement any third party content (programming additional) 
− Transfer/entry and layout of remaining content to be done by 

client. If ie‐media completes all content, we estimate an additional 
15 hours will be needed. 

 
City of Pekin Section of Website (70 hours @ $85/hour average) .................................... $5,950 

− Create template header design 
− Layout of pages (not to exceed 20 hours) 
− Photoshop web optimizing of all graphics/images for web use 
− Photo retouching of client supplied materials/photo shoots 
− New & existing content entry into CMS (not to exceed 25 hours) 
− Applying styles and page layout to agency written content pages 
− Setup of SEO Meta Description and Keywords for entire site 
− Implement any additional modules needed for the site (Quoted 

separately) 
− Implement any third party content (programming additional) 
− Transfer/entry and layout of remaining content to be done by 

client. If ie‐media completes all content, we estimate an additional 
25‐35 hours will be needed. 
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Google Analytics Statistics Setup ........................................................................................ $250 

• A Google Analytics account will be created for your site which will be used to 
generate code that will be added to each page of the website.  

• This code will gather usage statistics such as unique visitors, page views, 
referring source, referring keywords, and much, much more.   

• For more information on this offering, see: www.google.com/analytics/ 

Document Library ............................................................................................................ $1,200 
• Allows uploading of PDF  and RTF files for creation for a document library by 

“site” 
•  Fields 

− Site 
− Category 
− Type 
− Title/description 
− RTF file upload 
− PDF file upload 

 
Advanced SEO ................................................................................................................. $2,000 

• Add keyword and description fields for all pages 
• Make extensive use of URL rewriting to allow for search engine friendly URLs; 

example: change http://example.com/content.php?id=2 into 
http://example.com/upcoming‐events  

 
Events Calendar ............................................................................................................... $2,000 

o Fields 
 Category 
 Date 
 Title 
 Description 
 Photo upload 

o “Widget”  
 Small month‐view calendar linked to event detail 
 Next three (3) upcoming events listed below the widget 

 
Grand Total: .................................................................................................................. $29,925 
 
DONATION:  An additional 50 hours ($4,250 value) of creative/development time will be 
included at no charge by ie‐media to compete content transfer, copywriting and graphics 
development for website. 
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REQUIREMENTS: Hosting Server specifications:  

• PHP version 5 or higher and MySQL installed on the Web server 
• External access setup for vendor upload and web management capabilities 

 
If you approve the services outlined above, please sign below.   This is a buyout package.  You 
own the programming with no additional monthly fees. 
 
 
Approval ___________________________________             Date______________ 

 E.W. McDaniels, Inc./ie‐media reserves the right to review this quote upon receipt of customer materials for 
compliance to specifications.  All customer alterations will be charged additional at time and material.  Prices 
valid within (30) days of quoted date.  

 The proposed website and/or programming solutions detailed in this proposal will function exactly as stated 
above.  Any changes from this statement of work will be separately quoted. By signing this document, persons 
whose signatures appear above attest that the terms set forth in this agreement have been read and 
understood completely, and that they agree to the terms and conditions of this proposal.  

 

OPTIONAL 
_____New Movers Section of website (88 hours @ $85/hour average) ............................... $7,480 

− Create template header design 
− Copywriting of new content (not to exceed 20 hours) 
− Layout of newly written content pages (not to exceed 25 hours) 
− Photoshop web optimizing of all graphics/images for web use 
− Photo retouching of client supplied materials/photo shoots 
− Applying styles and page layout to agency written content pages 
− Setup of SEO meta description and keywords for entire site 
− Implement any additional modules needed for the site (quoted 

separately) 
 
Total Contract Including New Movers Section of website:  $37,405 
 
_____Additional Copywriting/Proofreading/Testing  .................................................. $85/hour 

• Content development, research and copywriting 
• Inserting content into modules, pages 
• Site proofing, link checking‐fix proofing finds via editor 

 

_____Additional Conversion of Existing Site Content to CMS System .......................... $75/hour 
• Transfer additional content from existing site into new CMS system 
• Can include module pages, section pages, or general content pages 
• Basic forms can be converted also 

Note: requires Form Builder for conversion of forms

_____ Additional Page Layout/Cleanup ..................................................................... $100/hour 
• Layout of written pages 
• Inserting supplied images into page layouts per client instructions 
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• Additional photo retouching 
• Applying styles to existing content via editor 

 
_____ Prepaid Post‐Launch Web Maintenance (12‐hour package) ..................................  $1,000   

• 24/7 Priority e‐mail support 
• Additional training and phone support 
• Consultation for website improvements 
• Website “quick fixes” – includes items that can be fixed/tweaked in 

under 15 minutes 
• Hours are carried over until used 

Note: This is a $200 savings! If you choose to buy maintenance by the hour, the cost is $100/hour.  Hours 
begin to be billed as used after site launch date. 

 
If you wish to implement any of the optional services outlined above, please place a 
checkmark on the line next to the item and sign below.   
 
Approval ___________________________________             Date______________ 

 E.W. McDaniels, Inc./ie‐media reserves the right to review this quote upon receipt of customer materials for 
compliance to specifications.  All customer alterations will be charged additional at time and material.  Prices 
valid within (30) days of quoted date. The proposed website and/or programming solutions detailed in this 
proposal will function exactly as stated above.  Any changes from this statement of work will be separately 
quoted. By signing this document, persons whose signatures appear above attest that the terms set forth in 
this agreement have been read and understood completely, and that they agree to the terms and conditions of 
this proposal.  

Implementation 
Based on the objectives of the City of Pekin we will first finalize a sitemap.  The sitemap will provide a 
vision of how users will be able to navigate through the site, how many pages will be published and 
which features and modules will be incorporated into the site. 
 
Once the sitemap and basic direction is approved, ie‐media will fully develop the programming, write 
content, insert graphics into the design template, build the homepage and key subpages as well as 
provide the necessary training for your staff to maintain the website with our PHP content management 
system. During the development stage, the current www.ci.pekin.il.us will not be forced to come down 
with any type of construction splash page for the public.  We will be able to develop your site while 
keeping your current site up and running. 
 
The City of Pekin will be kept apprised of the progress of the site through the web, e‐mail, phone calls 
and visits (as necessary).  Once the site is completed, it will be rigorously tested on a variety of computer 
platforms, browsers and browser versions.  If any segments of the website appear to have problems, our 
programmers will make necessary adjustments and continue to test until all functionality is adequate on 
all browser versions. 
 
The site will be presented to your team for final approval before launch.  Periodic design freshening as 
well as occasional graphic updates can be provided by ie‐media at any time and can be quoted as 
necessary. We can also provide concept testing via e‐focus groups to ensure that your site appears and 
navigates the way your visitors desire. 
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Timeline 

1. ie‐media selected as new website development firm ................................ 1/12/09 
2. Client/ie‐media start information gathering/programming ....................... 1/14/09 
3. Final technical specification and sitemap discussion/approval .................. 1/15/09 
4. Design/website template approval ............................................................ 2/1/09 
5. Basic editor completed ............................................................................... 2/10/09 
6. Basic editor training .................................................................................... 2/15/09 
7. Website copy/content approval from client .............................................. 2/26/09 
8. Website modules completed ...................................................................... 3/10/10 
9. Webpage content entered/completed ....................................................... 3/18/10 
10. Entry of module content complete ............................................................. 4/9/10 
11. Final website review and revisions ............................................................. 4/16/10 
12. Website launch and testing ........................................................................ 4/23/10 
13. Post‐launch changes (if necessary) ............................................................. 4/26 ‐ 30/10 
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Workflow Diagram 
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AGENDA ITEM:  Intergovernmental Agreement between the Housing Authority of the City of Pekin 
(PHA) and the City of Pekin for the provision of police protection services.  
 
AGENDA DATE REQUESTED: January 11, 2010 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: Renewal of the annual agreement between the PHA and the City of Pekin. 
 
BACKGROUND:  The PHA has historically contracted with the City of Pekin to hire off-duty officers to 
police the PHA in excess of the normal police protection provided by the City.  Under the terms of this 
agreement, the PHA contracts directly with the off-duty officers and provides workers compensation 
insurance as well as the $25 an hour negotiated fee.  Under terms of the agreement the city agrees to 
maintain the liability from any policing actions that may arise.  
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT: Financial impact to the city is virtually nil as the city covers this venue as part of 
our normal policing responsibilities and must indemnify its officers for doing so.  
   
NEIGHBORHOOD CONCERNS:  N/A 
 
 
IMPACT IF APPROVED: The agreement is a “win-win” for the City and PHA as it allows for a depth of 
policing coverage that the Police Department could not manage under current resources.  The additional 
patrols are paid for by the PHA and a positive public safety outcome of reduced crime and a safer PHA 
community has been achieved. 
 
 
IMPACT IF DENIED:  The City would maintain the sole responsibility for policing the PHA and would 
not be able to provide the current levels of police presence that is currently enjoyed. 
 
ALTERNATIVES: N/A 
 
RELATIONSHIP TO THE CONCEPTUAL PLANNING PROCESS: The agreement promotes public 
safety at an enhanced level – thus raising the quality of life for PHA residents and the City as a whole. 
   
 
 
 
 

REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 
 

To: Mayor Council 
 
CC: City Manager -City Clerk  
 
From:  Ted Miller 



 
 
 
 

REQUIRED SIGNATURES 
 

Department Director ____________________________________________________ 
                                                                                 Date 
 
Finance Department   ____________________________________________________ 
                                                  (Certification of Availability of Funds) Date 
 
Corporation Counsel   ____________________________________________________ 
      (Certification of Review)  Date 
 
City Manager    ____________________________________________________ 
           Date 
 













 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM:  Resolution establishing Sister City Committee 
 
AGENDA DATE REQUESTED: January 11, 2010 
 
ACTION REQUESTED:  Approval of Resolution  
 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
City of Pekin has discussed participating in the “Sister Cities International” program over the 
years. The Sister City Commission should be formally established by resolution of the City 
Council in order to qualify as a functioning Committee of the City and also to establish terms of 
office of Commission members 
 
The purpose of said Commission shall be to solicit at least one International Sister City.  The 
Commission shall work with the Sister City (ies) to promote such a relationship and shall be 
responsible to the Mayor and City Council for the protocol of the relationship 
 
Commission would consist of no more than 9 members to be appointed by the Mayor with the 
advice and consent of the City Council.  For their initial term of appointment, 3 members would 
serve for one year, 3 members would serve for two years and 3 members would serve for three 
years.  Thereafter, all commissioners appointed to said Commission would serve a three year 
term. 
 
Applications should be submitted at City Hall and the appointments could be made either 
January 25, 2010 or February 8, 2010. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT: Could be some Staff time involved, although mostly during non-working hours. Any 
“hard” costs would have to be budgeted. 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD CONCERNS: None to City residents 
 
IMPACT IF APPROVED: Committee pursue possible International Sister Cities. 
 
IMPACT IF DENIED:  N/A 
 
ALTERNATIVES: N/A 
 

REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 
 

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
 
CC: Sue McMillan, City Clerk 
 
From:   Dennis Kief, City Manager (1/4/2010) 



RELATIONSHIP TO THE CONCEPTUAL PLANNING PROCESS:  Consistent with the High Quality of 
Life theme 
 
 
 
 
 

REQUIRED SIGNATURES 
 

Department Director ____________________________________________________ 
                                                                             
 
Finance Department   ____________________________________________________ 
                                                  (Certification of Availability of Funds) 
 
Corporation Counsel   ____________________________________________________ 
      (Certification of Review) 
 
City Manager    ____________________________________________________ 
 



RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING THE SISTER CITY 
COMMISSION 

 
 

 WHEREAS, the City of Pekin has discussed participating in the “Sister 

Cities International” program over the years; 

 WHEREAS, the Sister City Commission should be formally established by 

resolution of the City Council in order to qualify as a functioning Committee of the 

City and also to establish terms of office of Commission members. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF 

THE CITY OF PEKIN, ILLINOIS that: 

 
1. The Sister City Commission of the City of Pekin is hereby established. 

 
2. Said Commission shall consist of no more than 9 members to be 
appointed by the Mayor with the advice and consent of the City Council.  For 
their initial term of appointment, 3 members shall serve for one year, 3 
members shall serve for two years and 3 members shall serve for three years.  
Thereafter, all commissioners appointed to said Commission shall serve a 
three year term. 

 
3. The purpose of said Commission shall be to solicit at least one 
International Sister City.  The Commission shall work with the Sister City 
(ies) to promote such a relationship and shall be responsible to the Mayor and 
City Council for the protocol of the relationship. 

 
 ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PEKIN, 

ILLINOIS this   11th  day of January, 2010. 

 
 
 APPROVED: 
 
       
 Mayor 
 
 
 ATTEST: 
 
       
 City Clerk 



SISTER CITY INITIAL MEETING MINUTES

Meeting/Project Name: Sister Cities International ProjectSister Cities International ProjectSister Cities International Project

Date of Meeting:  12/02/09 Time: 6:00-7:00 PM

Meeting Facilitator: Lynette Steger Location: Pekin Public Library Comm. Rm.

1. Meeting Objective
Discuss Pekin, Illinois’s participation in Sister Cities International citizen diplomacy network.  A municipal partnership 
between U.S. cities and an international community that increases global cooperation at the local level.

2. Attendees 2. Attendees 2. Attendees 

Name Department/Division E-mail

Lynette Steger Community Advocacy steger@omnilec.com

Roy Bockler Morton Community Bank roy.bocker@hometownbanks.com

Dale Holzwarth Pekin Community High School dholzwarth@pekinhigh.net

Michelle Teheux Pekin Daily Times mteheux@pekintimes.com

Denny Kief Pekin City Manager dkief@ci.pekin.il.us

3. Meeting Agenda 3. Meeting Agenda 
Topic Owner
PCHS GAPP exchange program / history and geographical setting of 
Ettenheim, Germany

Dale Holzwarth

Peoria’s Sister City exchange program Michelle Teheux

Membership logistics: Sister Cities International Lynette Steger

4. Agenda and Notes, Decisions, Issues 

PCHS has participated in the German American Partnership Program since 1988.  Currently paired with a high school in 
Ettenheim, Germany.  Students exchange every other year with Pekin students visiting Germany June 2010.  Ettenheim 
is a city near Freiburg that with the surrounding area has a population of 12,000.  There is a BMW plant in Freiburg, but 
river city Ettenheim’s main industry is agriculture, including wine making.  Historically, Ettenheim was known for their 
mineral springs and medicinal bath houses.  It is a city that has ravaged by war multiple times and has Baroque Era 
architecture.

Intriqued by Peoria’s multiple Sister City partnerships, city staff has been discussing pursuing a partnership for Pekin.

Alma Brown, assistant to the Peoria City Manager, says that Peoria has Sister Cities in Germany, Ireland, and China. 
20 people sit on their planning committee.  They hold exchanges approximately every 3 years for civic and community 
members (up to 100 people) and students more often.

Membership in Sister City International is $510 annually for Pekin.  A $140 annual Global Membership fee is the cost to 
Ettenheim.  An application from must be filled with the organization.  Cities may apply together.  Benefits include 
publications, annual conference, youth & education programs, grants & awards.  Can Pekin’s tourism grant monies be 
used to cover fee? (Exchanges are usually at the cost of the participants).  Should fundraising for the fee through an 
event that generates interest and participation be held?

Illinois wine making is fairly new to the area.  Ettenheim’s long history in this trade could be a beneficially partnership to 
local wineries.  Regional economic development is a key part of this endeavor.  Pekin was established by German 
settlers from this area of Germany.  Genealogy is an important past time in Pekin.

PCHS’s relationship with Ettenheim includes contact with the city’s mayor.  They do not currently have a sister city and 
are interested in creating one.  Approval through Pekin’s Mayor, Rusty Dunn, was obtained for Dale Holzwarth to ask 
Ettenheim Mayor Bruno Metz as to their interest in partnering with Pekin.

5. Next Meeting 

January 6, 2009 at 6:30 PM.  Pekin Public Library Community Room

Roy Bockler will ask past Peoria exchange participants to discuss their program experience.

mailto:steger@omnilec.com
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FACT SHEET 
 
Our Mission 
 
Promote peace through mutual respect, understanding, & cooperation – one individual, one community 
at a time. 
 
Sister Cities International is a nonprofit, citizen diplomacy network that creates and strengthens 
partnerships between U.S. and international communities to increase global cooperation at the local level.  
Headquartered in Washington, DC, Sister Cities International promotes sustainable development, youth 
involvement, cultural understanding, and humanitarian assistance.  As an international membership 
organization, Sister Cities International officially certifies, represents, and supports partnerships between 
U.S. cities, counties, states, and similar jurisdictions in other countries to ensure their continued 
commitment and success.  The Sister Cities International network represents more than 2,500 
communities in 135 countries around the world.   
 
Goals 
 
♦ Develop municipal partnerships between U.S. cities, counties, states and similar jurisdictions in other 

nations 
♦ Provide opportunities for officials and citizens to experience and explore other cultures through long-

term community partnerships 
♦ Create an atmosphere in which economic and community development can be implemented and 

strengthened 
♦ Create stimulating environments where communities can creatively learn, work and solve problems 

together through reciprocal cultural, educational, municipal, business, professional and technical 
exchanges and projects 
 

Benefits of Membership 
 

 Grants: Eligibility to participate in all Sister Cities International grant programs, such as: “The Sister 
Cities Network for Sustainable Development,” “The Sister Cities International Youth and Education 
Network,” “Wheelchairs for Peace,” “Open World Program,” and our YES program 

 Publications:  Subscription to all Sister Cities International publications, including bimonthly issues 
of Sister Cities International Newsletter, e-Newsletter, the annual membership directory, and 
instructional guides covering all aspects of local program development 

 State Coordinators:  Receive support from a dedicated and experienced volunteer in your area, who 
will make personal visits to your community.  State Coordinators supply a mentor element to 
communities that are interested in developing sister city partnerships but need advice on how to get 
them started.  They also offer their professional expertise to already-established programs that want 
guidance in developing or reorganizing their programs 

 Meetings and Conferences:  Sister Cities International’s Annual Conference provides an opportunity 
for sister city programs from around the world to network, learn about new innovations and share 



their experiences.  State Coordinators also hold regular meetings to provide these same opportunities 
at the state level.  As a member you will receive reduced cost registration to the Annual Conference. 

 Awards Programs:  Eligibility to participate in Sister Cities International’s Annual Awards Program 
and the Sister Cities International Showcase of Young Artists, where your community can gain 
international recognition for its achievements 

 Insurance:  Opportunity to purchase discounted supplemental medical traveler’s insurance, board 
member liability insurance, and event insurance 

 Access to Sister Cities International’s Web site at http://www.sister-cities.org, which features: 
  

 Three different types of instantaneous online translation tools, so that everyone in your 
community can e-mail your counterpart(s).  E-mails can be translated to and from Spanish, 
French, German, Portuguese, Italian, Japanese, Chinese (simplified and traditional), Korean, 
Russian, and English 

 Direct access to an innovative funding “search engine” for foundation, corporation and 
government grants 

 Ability to post a request for a sister city and peruse detailed community profiles and contact 
information for both U.S. and international requests in our “Cities Seeking Cities List.” 

 Ability to report, track and compile the tools and techniques that promote outstanding sister 
city programs 

 Ability to feature your sister city Web site on Sister Cities International’s Web site, which 
reaches hundreds of people each day 
 

History 
 
Sister city, county and state affiliations between the United States and similar jurisdictions around the 
world began shortly after World War II, and developed into a national initiative when President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower proposed a people-to-people program at a White House conference in 1956.  Originally a 
part of the National League of Cities (NLC), Sister Cities International became a separate, nonprofit 
corporation in 1967, due to the tremendous growth and popularity of the sister city movement. 
 
The International Network 
 
Sister Cities International is the international membership association for sister city, county and state 
programs in the United States and similar jurisdictions around the world. As the official organization that 
links jurisdictions from the United States with communities worldwide, Sister Cities International 
recognizes, registers and coordinates sister city, county, municipality, province, prefecture, region, and 
state linkages. 
 
In every region of the world, sister city partnerships play a significant role in supporting long-term 
community partnerships through reciprocal exchange programs. Sister Cities International strives to 
ensure that each project that is undertaken by its members reflects the diversity of its network. 
Specifically, Sister Cities International promotes the inclusion of ethnic and racial minorities, people with 
disabilities, youth, women and people of diverse socio-economic status in all sister city activities. 
 
Sister Cities International promotes and supports new sister city partnerships in all corners of the globe, 
reaching areas traditionally underserved by other community development organizations.  As 
international cooperation gains importance, city-to-city programs become increasingly significant to 
overall global development. 
 

 
Sister Cities International  

1301 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 850 
Washington, DC 20004 

Phone: 202-347-8630 • Fax:  202-393-6524 
 e-mail: info@sister-cities.org • Website: www.sister-cities.org 
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