
City of Pekin 
______________________________________________      

                           

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MONDAY, APRIL 11, 2011 
 5:30 P.M. 
 
 
 
 

1 2 

1.0 CALL TO ORDER   

2.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE     
 

Mayor Rusty L. Dunn 

  

3.0 ROLL CALL 
 

Clerk to Call the Roll 

  

4.0 APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

ACTION:  Motion to approve the meeting agenda.  

VOTE REQUIRED 

  

5.0 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

ACTION:  Motion to approve minutes of Regular Council Meeting of March 14, 
2011 and Special Council Meeting of March 17, 2011. 

VOTE REQUIRED 

  

6.0 PUBLIC INPUT ON AGENDA ITEMS 

Speakers to state name, address, and spell last name.  Questions unrelated to 
agenda items are accepted during “Public Questions” near the end of the meeting. 

  

7.0 CONSENT AGENDA   

7.1  Receive and File Monthly Reports and Minutes: Police Department 
March 2011 Report; Traffic Safety Committee April 1, 2011 Minutes; Liquor 
Commission February 24, 2011 and unapproved March 24, 2011 Minutes. 

 2 

7.2 Proclamations:  Pekin Main Street Month – April 
                                           Parkinson’s is the Pits Month – April 

 4 

7.3 Charitable Solicitations:  Benefit Bryan Dunn  
                                                          Benefit Derek Roberts – May 14, 2011 
                                                             Benefit Lisa Schmidgall 
                                                             Benefit Blanche Smith – May 14, 2011 
                                                             Tag Day Pekin Lil Lettes – April 23, 2011 
                                                             Tag Day ALS Lou Gehrig’s Disease – May 14, 2011 

 4 

7.4  Resolution No. 92-10/11 – Mayor’s Appointment of Christopher Joey 
Meskimen to the Mayor’s Advisory for Persons with Disabilities until May 2014. 

 4 

7.5   Receive and File Check from Tazewell County Health Department for West 
Nile Virus Grant. 

 2 



 
7.6  Receive and File Letter from U. S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development CDBG Program Timeliness of Expenditure Grant Funds 2010 
Program.  

 4 

7.7  Receive and File Zoning Board of Appeals Minutes Dated March 9, 2011.  3 

7.8  Receive and File Pekin Planning Commission Minutes Dated March 9, 2011.  3 

7.9 Receive and File Pekin Planning Commission Hearings:  
               Hearing #11-1829  Recommends to approve Special Use for Loft Living at 17 North  
                4 th Street.                                            

 4 

 
ACTION: Motion to approve all items listed on the Consent Agenda by Omnibus 
Vote. 

VOTE REQUIRED TO APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA 

  

8.0 COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, REPORTS 
               

  

9.0 NEW BUSINESS   

9.1  Special Use 
 
DESCRIPTION:  Recommendation of the Pekin Planning Commission for Special 
Use for Loft Living at 17 North 4th Street.    
 
ACTION: Motion to approve the Special Use. 
 
VOTE REQUIRED 

JW 4 

9.2  2011 Community Development Block Grant – CDBG Action Plan  
 
DESCRIPTION:  HUD required report each year stating the needs, priorities, and 
plans for the upcoming fiscal year and performance measurements based on the 
Five Year Consolidated Plan.    
 
ACTION: Motion to approve the Action Plan.  
 
VOTE REQUIRED 

PA 4 

9.3  City of Pekin Policy No. 20-10/11 
 
DESCRIPTION:  Revises/replaces Reserves Policy 18-10/11 with General Fund 
Reserve Policy.    
 
ACTION: Motion to adopt the Policy. 
 
VOTE REQUIRED 

FM 5 

9.4  Engineering Agreement with Maurer- Stutz   
 
DESCRIPTION: Agreement for design of the new bridge for Sheridan Road 
crossing over Lick Creek.  This amount is in FY2012 Budget.    
 
ACTION: Motion to approve the agreement in the amount of $80,151.00 
 
VOTE REQUIRED 

JW 3 



9.5  Amendment to Participation Agreement  
 
DESCRIPTION: Amendment for East Ramp-Rehabilitation Project at the Pekin 
Airport.   This is a no-cost amendment.  
 
ACTION: Motion to approve the amendment. 
 
VOTE REQUIRED 

JW 3 

9.6 Engineering Agreement with Foth for Stormwater Utility Planning 
and Pre-Implementation   
 
DESCRIPTION:  Agreement to commence the stormwater planning.  This amount 
is required to meet Council’s direction in the process.  The amount is not budgeted.    
 
ACTION: Motion to approve the agreement in the amount of $89,000. 
 
VOTE REQUIRED 

JW 3 

9.7  Resolution No. 91-10/11 – Revision to the City of Pekin Employee 
Handbook   
 
DESCRIPTION:  Amendment to the personnel policy to change the residency 
requirement of staff.    
 
ACTION: Motion to adopt the Resolution. 
 
VOTE REQUIRED 

FM 5 

9.8  Ordinance No. 2637-10/11 – Amending Title 6, Chapter 2, Section 10 
of the City of Pekin Code Regarding Public Solicitation of Funds; 
Registration Required.     
  
DESCRIPTION: Removes needed Council consent for approval of solicitation. 
Meets Council’s direction to review language in the Code for Charitable Solicitation.  
 
ACTION: Motion to adopt the Ordinance.  
 
VOTE REQUIRED 

FM 4 

9.9  Ordinance No. 2638-10/11 – Approving the Transfer of Volume Cap 
in Connection with Private Activity Bond Issues, and Related Matters 
 
DESCRIPTION: The transfer of Pekin’s volume cap to join communities in issuing 
tax-exempt mortgage revenue bonds. Proceeds applied to The Assist Program 
sponsored by the State of Illinois. Funds provide closing cost and down payment to 
first time buyers. 
 
ACTION:  Motion to adopt the Ordinance. 
 
VOTE REQUIRED 

PA 4 

10.0 ANY OTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE COUNCIL 
 10.1 Council Members     

                   Council Member Orientation 
                   Council Member Appointment 

10.2 Staff 
 

 10.3 Public Questions 
 
 10.4 Press Time 
 

  



11.0 Executive Session 
               11.1   5ILCS 120/2 (c) (1) Personnel 
 

  

12.0 ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further action to come before the Council the Mayor declares meeting 
closed in open session. 
 
NO VOTE REQUIRED 

  

 
Column 1 Key: 
 

FM Frank Mackaman, Interim City Manager              
JW Joe Wuellner, Public Works Director                     
RD         Mayor Rusty Dunn 
PA Pamela Anderson, Community Development Director 
 

Column 2 Key: 
 

1     A Prosperous Community. To promote and sustain a balanced economy that supports 
expansion and retention of family-wage jobs. 
 
2    A Safe Community. To protect community life and property by providing effective, 
principled police and fire services. 
 
3    A Strong Foundation. To improve and maintain existing infrastructure and leverage 
opportunities for new infrastructure. 
 
4    A High Quality of Life. To support or provide services that improve the quality of life for 
Pekin’s residents. 
 
5    An Effective Government. To deliver effectively the services that Pekin’s residents want, 
need, and are willing to support. 
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   *********************************************************************************** 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PEKIN, ILLINOIS, 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL 

111 SOUTH CAPITOL STREET 
ON MONDAY, MARCH 14, 2011 AT 5:30 O'CLOCK P.M. 

RUSTY L. DUNN, MAYOR PRESIDING 
 

PRESENT: COUNCIL MEMBERS, ABEL, BLANCHARD, BARRA, SCHMIDGALL, STRAND, 
AND DUNN 

 
ABSENT: COUNCIL MEMBER KORTKAMP  

********************************************************************************** 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Rusty L. Dunn. 
 
Roll was called and all Council Members were present except Council Member Kortkamp.  
 
AGENDA 
Motion by Council Member Schmidgall, seconded by Council Member Strand, that the agenda be 
approved as presented. Council Member Blanchard questioned the placement of the Treasurer’s Report and 
requested it be moved under New Business.  Following an explanation by Mayor Dunn that non-action item 
can be presented under New Business and that the item deserved the attention rather than under Consent, 
Council Member Schmidgall moved and Council Member Barra seconded that item 9.1 and 9.2 be flipped. 
On roll call vote, Ayes, Schmidgall, Strand, Barra, Abel, and Dunn; Nay, Blanchard. Motion Carried. 
Council Member Schmidgall re-read the motion as follows, that the revised agenda be approved. On roll call 
vote, Ayes, Schmidgall, Strand Barra, Abel, and Dunn; Nay, Blanchard.  Motion Carried.   
 
MINUTES 
Motion by Council Member Schmidgall, seconded by Council Member Abel, that the minutes of the 
Regular City Council Meeting of February 28, 2011, be approved as written.  On roll call vote, all 
present voted Aye.    
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion by Council Member Schmidgall, seconded by Council Member Barra, that the CONSENT 
AGENDA be approved as presented. Mayor Dunn presented the following for consideration of the 
Consent Agenda items by Omnibus Vote. 
 

7.1  Receive and File Monthly Reports and Minutes: Fire Department February 2011 
Report; Traffic Safety Committee March 4, 2011 Minutes, and Building Department Reports 
February 2011. 

7.2  Charitable Solicitation:  Benefit for Tina Sea   
                                                          Benefit Donna Wolfe  March 26, 2011  
                                                             Benefit Jennifer Estes March 27, 2011 
                                                             Tag Day Pekin Lil Lettes 12U Girls Fast Pitch  

7.3  Resolution No. 85-10/11 - Mayor’s Appointment of Michele Moul to the Human Rights 
Committee to fill the unexpired term of Lynette Steger until May 2011 and a subsequent three year 
term expiring 2014. 

7.4  Resolution No. 86-10/11 - Mayor’s Appointment of  Steve Thompson to the Pekin 
Planning Commission to fill the unexpired term of Scott Plotner until May 15, 2011 and a 
subsequent three year term expiring May 15, 2014. 

7.5  Resolution No. 87-10/11 - Mayor’s Reappointment of Michael Franks to the Fire and 
Police Commission until the first Monday in May 2014. 

7.6  Resolution No. 88 - 10/11 -  Publication of City of Pekin Zoning Map 

On roll call vote, all present voted Aye. 
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COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, REPORTS 
A Public Hearing was opened by Mayor Dunn at 5:37 p.m. for the purpose of considering and hearing 
testimony relative to the adoption of the budget for the City of Pekin for fiscal year May 1, 2011 through 
April 30, 2012.  As published, interested parties were given the opportunity to be heard. Jim Mangan 1200 
North Parkway Drive, addressed the Council recommending they not approve this budget and that the newly 
elected members be given the responsibility. No addition comments were received. The hearing was closed at 
5:47p.m. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
City Treasurer James Wolfe presented the 3rd Quarter Financial Report.  Major Revenue Sources, Investment 
Earnings, and Revenues Over Expenses – All City Funds was distributed. Mr. Wolfe highlighted any significant 
changes to fund changes for nine months ended January 31, 2011.  He stated the economy seemed to be coming 
around as noted in the higher property, income and state replacements taxes received.  He noted the State was 
still running 4 months behind in payment of the revenues.  Mr. Wolfe also indicated that the City received 
$57,255.00 less in interest from investments over same period last year.  Healthcare benefits for Early 
Retirement Incentive retirees had eaten way at the reserve funds. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 84-10/11 
ADOPTING THE FISCAL YEAR MAY 1, 2011 THROUGH APRIL 30, 2012 

BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF PEKIN 
Motion by Council Member Strand, seconded by Council Member Abel, that Resolution No. 84-10/11 be 
adopted.  City Manager Frank Mackaman informed the Council that the FY2012 budget for all City funds 
projects totaled revenues of $66,820,464 and expenses of $66,528,519 for a surplus of $291,945. For the 
General Fund and General Fund-Related categories, however, projected revenues total $42,384,614 and 
projected expenses totaled $42,681,988 for a deficit of $297,374.  Discussed followed regarding the use of 
Reserves fund for the deficit needed. Council Member Schmidgall expressed concern in adopting the budget 
until the specifics of the Reserves Fund Policy were in place. Council Member Blanchard restated the need to 
cut more from the budget rather than use reserves.  He felt there was a need to change the mindset for approving 
a deficit budget.  Comments were heard from other members that they were confident on the work put in 
preparing the budget and were ready to vote for its approval using reserves if necessary on April 30, 2012. On 
roll call vote Ayes, Schmidgall, Strand, Barra, Abel, Dunn; Nay, Blanchard.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Council Member Strand, seconded by Council Member Barra, that ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL FOR CENTRAL ILLINOIS BE APPROVED IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$10,000.00.  City Manager Frank Mackaman asked Council’s direction in paying the annual dues for 
membership in the EDC organization without the expenditure being included in the current fiscal year budget. 
Council questioned why the previously paid membership was taken out of this budget but replaced for FY2012. 
On roll call vote Ayes, Schmidgall, Strand, Barra, Abel, Dunn; Nay, Blanchard.  Motion Carried. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 1462-A303 - 10/11 
AMENDING TITLE 8 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF PEKIN 1995  

REGARDING STOP SIGNS ON  
GRANADA DRIVE AT ALHAMBRA COURT 

Motion by Council Member Blanchard, seconded by Council Member Strand, that Ordinance No.1462-A303-
10/11 be adopted.  Police Chief Greg Nelson advised the Council that the intersection was currently 
uncontrolled. The Traffic Safety Committee reviewed, acted on a neighborhood concern, and recommended the 
installation of a stop sign on Granada Drive at Alhambra Court. On roll call vote all present voted Aye. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 1462-A304 - 10/11 
AMENDING TITLE 8 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF PEKIN 1995 

REGARDING YIELD SIGNS 
ON GRANDVIEW AT COMMONWEALTH 

Motion by Council Member Blanchard, seconded by Council Member Abel, that Ordinance No.1462-A304-
10/11 be adopted.  Police Chief Greg Nelson advised the Council that the intersection was currently 
uncontrolled. The Traffic Safety Committee reviewed, acted on a neighborhood concern, and recommended the 
installation of a yield sign on Grandview Avenue at Commonwealth Avenue. On roll call vote all present voted 
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Aye. 
Motion by Council Member Abel, seconded by Council Member Schmidgall, that TIF FAÇADE 
APPLICATION 343 COURT STREET be approved in the amount of $12,500.00.  Council gave  
authorization to pay to the property owners the eligible amount under the terms of the façade guidelines for 
windows, awning, sandblast and paint after satisfactory completion of the work. On roll call vote all present 
voted Aye. 
 
Motion by Council Member Abel, seconded by Council Member Strand, that the ENGINEERING 
AGREEMENT WITH FROTH FOR COMBINED SEWER REHABILITATION ON N. 2ND STREET, in 
the amount of $21,700.00, be approved.  Public Works Director Joe Wuellner advised Council on the agreement 
with Foth to provide plans and specifications for a cured in place pipe (CIPP) liner on N. 2nd Street from 
Henrietta Street to State Street Lift Station. On roll call vote all present voted Aye. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 89-10/11 
IDOT IMPROVEMENT BY MUNICIPALITY UNDER ILLINOIS HIGHWAY CODE 

SECTION 10-00179-00-FP 
Motion by Council Member Barra, seconded by Council Member Strand, that Resolution No. 89-10/11 
Appropriating Motor Fuel Tax Funds in the amount of $150,000 for Phase 2 design of Petri Lane be adopted. 
Council Member Blanchard questioned what repercussions would occur if the funds for Petri were not accepted 
or used. He spoke in non support of the expenditure to expand Petri to 14th Street for a connection that is not 
widely used. On roll call vote Ayes, Schmidgall, Strand, Barra, Abel, Dunn; Nay, Blanchard.  Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Council Member Barra, seconded by Council Member Blanchard, that CHANGE ORDER 3 WITH 
WILLIAMS BROTHERS CONSTRUCTION, INC. FOR THE WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 
IMPROVEMENTS PHASE I in the total amount of $51,845.00 be approved.  Council was informed the 
amount included additional work required to make changes to piping, address changes due to unknown existing 
conditions and safety revisions. Council Member Schmidgall requested the change order spread sheet be 
updated. On roll call vote all present voted Aye. 
 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE COUNCIL 
Council expressed condolences to the family of Fire and Police Commission Board Member and former 
Council Member James Wallinger. 
 
Council Member Strand raised the question of verifying the legitimacy of fund-raisers permitted with 
consent of Council. She asked that the provisions of Charitable Solicitations in the City Code be reviewed.     
 
Several Council Members indicated they would be out of the City and State the second Tuesday of the 
month. Council agreed to cancel the regular meeting of March 28, 2011.  Mayor Dunn announced that due to 
a time sensitive matter the Council would need to meet for a short Special Meeting on Thursday, March 17, 
2011 at 4:30 P.M.  
 
Joe Wuellner announced a Public Hearing set for Wednesday, March 16, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers to receive comments and display plans for upcoming work at the Wastewater Treatment Plant 
expansions. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Motion by Council Member Barra, seconded by Council Member Blanchard, that the Council move to 
Executive Session at 7:06 P.M. to discuss: 
5 ILCS 120/2 (c) 5. Acquisition of property for use of the Public Body. 
5 ILCS 120/2 (c) 1. Personnel. On roll call vote all present voted Aye. 
 
No further business to come before the Council, Mayor Dunn adjourned the meeting in open session. 
 
COUNCIL ADJOURNED AT 8:00 P.M. 
 
 
 
Sue E. McMillan 
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   *********************************************************************************** 
PROCEEDINGS OF A SPECIAL MEETING 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PEKIN, ILLINOIS, 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL 

111 SOUTH CAPITOL STREET 
ON THURSDAY, MARCH 17, 2011 AT 4:30 O'CLOCK P.M. 

RUSTY L. DUNN, MAYOR PRESIDING 
 

PRESENT: COUNCIL MEMBERS, ABEL, BLANCHARD, BARRA, SCHMIDGALL, STRAND, 
AND DUNN 

 
ABSENT: COUNCIL MEMBER KORTKAMP  

 
********************************************************************************** 

 
Council set a special meeting at the regular Council meeting held on Monday, March 14, 2011.  Notice was 
properly posted and Council received notice of the special meeting on Tuesday, March 15, 2011.  
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Dunn. 
 
Roll was called and all Council Members were present except Council Member Kortkamp.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Mayor Dunn read the agenda item as follows: Presentation of information respecting possible violations of 
the City’s email policy and Code of Conduct by Council Member Tom Blanchard in the repeated improper 
distribution of confidential information.  Consideration by the Council of possible sanctions if violations are 
found. 
 
Interim City Manager Frank Mackaman provided chronology of events: 

 2/6/11 Information Technology (IT) department’s request to discuss a possible ethical issue 
discovered in E-mail. 

 Request for Corporation Counsel opinion on facts 
 2/22/11 met with Mayor 
 3/14/11 Report delivered to Council 

 
Attorney Burt Dancey summarizes the findings: 

 2/12/07 Council Member aware of unacceptable use of email – adoption of Rules of Electronic 
Emails 

 3/22/10 Code of Conduct approved 
In conclusion Attorney Dancey’s opinion found Council Member Blanchard had on numerous occasions 
forward emails to Charles Renner’s yahoo account that he was not entitled to receive. The information 
divulged personnel, negotiations, sales of property, litigation, City Manager evaluation, and Economic 
Development Director employment. 
 
Attorney Dancey next read the Affidavit of Dave Hess. It started Council Member Blanchard requested a 
review by the network administrator of a perceived problem of missing emails.  Upon review Mr. Hess 
notice a pattern of forward emails.  He delivered the log history from 2009, 2010, and 2011 which verified 
over 2800 emails forward to the yahoo account.  On 3/3/11 an alternative address began to be used.    
 
Council Member Blanchard read a prepared statement in response to the allegations. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 90-10/11 
 
Motion by Council Member Abel, seconded by Council Member Strand that Resolution No. 90-10/11 
Council Member Tom Blanchard is hereby censured and reprimanded for violating the City’s email policy 
and the Code of Conduct by improperly divulging and distributing confidential information to an outside 
third party on a repeated basis, be adopted. 
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Mayor Dunn allowed each Council Member’s comment regarding the censure to be heard. 
Discussion followed regarding the infraction of the Code of Conduct and other sanctions which 
might be deemed more appropriate.  
 
Motion by Council Member Schmidgall, seconded by Council Member Strand that Resolution No. 90-10/11 
be amended to include suspension of the remuneration paid to Council Member Blanchard in respect to his or 
her services as a Council Member for a period of 30 days.  On roll call vote of the amendment Ayes, Strand, 
Barra, Abel, Schmidgall, Dunn; Nay, Blanchard. Motion Carried. 
 
Roll call vote to adopt amended Resolution No. 90-10/11; Ayes, Strand, Barra, Abel, Schmidgall, Dunn; 
Nay, Blanchard.  Motion Carried. 
 
 
No further business to come before the Council Mayor Dunn adjourned the meeting. 
 
COUNCIL ADJOURNED AT 5:10 P.M. 
 
 
 
Sue E. McMillan 
City Clerk 
 



FEBRUARY 2010 JANUARY 2010FEBRUARY 2011
TRAFFIC TICKETS 388 294 212
WARNING TICKETS 255 207 186
OFFENSES 394 434 292
ARRESTS 132 196 141
PARKING TICKETS 322 190 278
STOPS 662 767 608

OFFENSES
DRUG RELATED 11
DUI 6
DWLS/R 13
UUW 0

MULTIPLE OFFENSES
DRUGS/DUI 0
DRUGS/DWLS-R 0
DRUGS/UUW 0
DUI/DWLS-R 0
TOTAL 30

CITY OF PEKIN
POLICE DEPARTMENT

PEKIN POLICE DEPARTMENT
END OF MONTH REPORT FOR MARCH 2011

CITY ORDINANCE TICKETS FOR FEBRUARY 2011
NUMBER OF TICKETS WRITTEN  58

TOTAL VEHICLES IMPOUNDED:  30
AMOUNT OF FINES COLLECTED:    $15,500

NUMBER OF TICKETS PAID OVER THE COUNTER   15
FINES COLLECTED OVER THE COUNTER  $4100

IMPOUNDED VEHICLES FOR FEBRUARY 2011



CITY OF PEKIN TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MINUTES 
APRIL 1, 2011 @ 8:30 a.m. 

CITY HALL CONFERENCE ROOM 
 
 
PRESENT:  Greg Nelson, Kurt Nelson, Frank Mackaman, Joe Wuellner, Bob Shaw, 
Bill Scarcliff, Will Taylor, Tim Gillespie.  Also present:  Lee Ann Wrhel. 
 
Joe introduced Bob Shaw, new Supervisor of the Street and Solid Waste Departments to the 
committee. 
 
 
Old Business: 
 
None 
 
 
New Business: 
 

1. Broadway Crosswalk 
Tom Elliott made a request regarding signage for the crosswalk that is painted on 
Broadway in the area where the depot was moved to.  Joe indicated that when 
the HAWK signal has been installed on Parkway at Coal Miner’s Park, he plans 
to move the flashing pedestrian signs to this crosswalk on Broadway.  Joe further 
stated that the HAWK signal installation will, hopefully, be completed within a 
month.  At this time, some parts for the signal installation have not yet been 
received.  Frank made a motion to approve this plan as outlined by Joe.  Tim 
seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Joe will contact Tom Elliott and advise him of this upcoming action. 
 
Greg informed the committee that when a crosswalk is striped, vehicles are to 
stop when a pedestrian steps into the crosswalk.  He also informed the 
committee that he has viewed a video that outlines how the HAWK signal 
operates.  For public safety reasons, he is recommending that when the signal is 
in place, the public will need to be educated on how the signal works since no 
other signals like it are in use in the area. 

 
2. Speed Limit Sign – Rose Court 

A citizen called with a concern regarding traffic on Rose Court.  He originally 
requested a “Children at Play” sign for the neighborhood.  When it was explained 
to him that “Children at Play” signs are no longer posted, he then asked for 
consideration of installation of a speed limit sign.  The members of the committee 
individually went out and reviewed this area.  The committee concluded that 
there is not a valid reason for a speed limit sign on Rose Court, as it is unlikely 
that a vehicle could ever reach the speed limit on that street.  Will made a motion 
to leave the area as is at this time.  Bob seconded the motion.  All in favor. 

 
 
 



Around the Table 
 
Will reported that he has informed shifts of the concern that was addressed at last month’s 
meeting regarding motorists passing vehicles from the turn lane on Broadway.  So far, officers 
haven’t seen any violations.  A reminder has also been posted on Channel 22. 
 
Two items were forwarded to the committee after the agenda had been posted.  These 
concerns were briefly discussed and will be placed on the May agenda for formal action. 
 

 Two requests referring to the curves and width of Audubon Drive.  Joe stated that the 
city is responsible for maintenance and enforcement of Audubon Drive from Court Street 
to Valley High because the property on the east side of Audubon Drive is in the city. 

 
 A request asking for additional stop signs in Marigold Estates. 

 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Lee Ann Wrhel 
 
 
   NEXT REGULAR MEETING MAY 6, 2011 @ 8:30 A.M. 



 
 

 LIQUOR COMMISSION MINUTES 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2011 

4:00 P.M. 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
 
Liquor Commissioner Rusty Dunn called the meeting to order at 4:10 p.m. 
 
Fire Chief Kurt Nelson entered meeting at 4:30pm 
 
PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE 
 
ROLL CALL 
The following members were present for roll call: Liquor Commissioner Rusty Dunn, Interim Police Chief Greg 
Nelson, Fire Chief Kurt Nelson, and Commissioner Buster Hanley. 
 
Also present:  Corporation Counsel Scott Kriesgman  
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Motion made by Commissioner Hanley to approve the Agenda of February 24, 2011, seconded by Interim 
Police Chief Nelson.  On roll call vote all present voted Aye.  Motion Carried. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion made by Interim Police Chief Nelson to approve the January 27th Liquor Commission Minutes, 
seconded by Commissioner Hanley.  On roll call vote all present voted Aye.  Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC INPUT/COMMENTS/QUESTIONS 
Nothing at this time. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
1)  New Liquor Application – Spencer Cox – Bottom’s Up – 431 ½ Court Street 
 
Discussion:  Spencer Cox stated that he is working on getting the “check-list” from Police, Fire and Inspections 
Departments’ finished and everything should be wrapped up hopefully by Monday, February 28th.  Spencer also 
stated he will have a manager on duty.  That manager will need to come down and get his background check 
done.  Spencer told the Commission that he is starting off slow to see how the business will be. He’ll have 
family helping at the bar.     
 
Commission informed Spencer that if he has any questions regarding the Liquor Code to call the City Clerk’s 
Office. 
 
Commissioner Hanley made a motion to approve the liquor license for Spencer Cox, dba Bottom’s Up 
contingent upon meeting final requirements of the “check-list” from Police, Fire and Inspections Department, 
and background check from the manager, seconded by Fire Chief Nelson.  All on roll call vote all present voted 
Aye.  Motion Carried. 
 
 
 



 
 
2)  Shelie Denis – Friends Tap – 200 Derby Street 
 
Discussion:  Shelie Denis informed the Liquor Commission that she hasn’t heard from the Insurance Company 
regarding her Fire claim.  Illinois Casualty Company is handling the investigation, and has been 15 weeks today 
since the fire.  She stated she has been disposed and her employees are in the process of being disposed now.  
She thought this may take several weeks.  Shelie is asking the Commission to extend her liquor fines for another 
30 days.  They are due March 29, 2011 and she would like an extension of another 30 days.  Shelie also stated 
that she knows her current liquor license is to expire on April 30, 2011 and that her fines would have to be paid 
before she can renew.  Shelie stated that Illinois Casualty Insurance has not treated her very well in this matter.  
Fire Chief Nelson said he would call them and find out how the process is going. 
 
Motion made by Fire Chief Nelson to extend Shelie Denis’s/Friends Tap fines for another 30 days or April 30th, 
2011, seconded by Interim Police Chief Nelson.  All on roll call vote all present voted Aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Any Other Business 
Nothing at this time 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:50pm 
Next Meeting: March 24th at 4:00pm 
Respectfully submitted by Paula Gensel 



 
 

 LIQUOR COMMISSION MINUTES 
THURSDAY, MARCH 24, 2011 

4:00 P.M. 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
 
Deputy Liquor Commissioner Rick VonRohr called the meeting to order at 4:03 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE 
Police Chief Greg Nelson 
 
ROLL CALL 
The following members were present for roll call: Liquor Commissioner Rusty Dunn, Interim Police Chief Greg 
Nelson, Fire Chief Kurt Nelson, Deputy Liquor Commissioner Rick VonRohr and Commissioner Dale 
Vonderheide. 
 
Also present:  Corporation Counsel Scott Kriesgman  
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Motion made by Fire Chief Nelson to approve the Agenda of March 24, 2011, seconded by Liquor 
Commissioner Dunn.  On roll call vote all present voted Aye.  Motion Carried. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion made by Interim Police Chief Nelson to approve the February 24th Liquor Commission Minutes, 
seconded by Deputy Liquor Commissioner VonRohr.  On roll call vote all present voted Aye.  Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC INPUT/COMMENTS/QUESTIONS 
Nothing at this time. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
1)  New Liquor Application – Josie Manning – Club Grind, Inc. dba Club Grind – 17 N. 4th Street 
 
Discussion:  Liquor Commissioner Dunn asked what type of environment and vision she had for the place.  
Josie Manning stated she wants it to be a place where friends can go and have fun and relax.   
 
Commission informed Josie Manning that if she has any questions regarding the Liquor Code to call the City 
Clerk’s Office. 
 
Deputy Liquor Commissioner VonRohr made a motion to approve the liquor license for Club Grind, Inc., dba 
Club Grind.  All on roll call vote all present voted Aye.  Motion Carried. 
 
Any Other Business 
Corporation Counsel Sue Bosich will be back next meeting.  Liquor Commissioner VonRohr stated there will 
be a couple violations at the next meeting. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:10pm 
Next Meeting: April 28th at 4:00pm 
Respectfully submitted by Paula Gensel 



















































































 
CITY OF PEKIN POLICY NO. 20-10/11 

 
                      GENERAL FUND RESERVES POLICY  
 
  
PURPOSE OF POLICY  
 
The purpose of this policy is to establish a key element of the financial stability of the City by 
setting guidelines for the General Fund Reserves. General Fund Reserves, also known as “Fund 
Balance,” is an important measure of economic stability. It is essential that the City maintain 
adequate levels of reserves to mitigate financial risk that can occur from unforeseen revenue 
fluctuations, unanticipated expenditures, and similar circumstances. Reserves also provide cash 
flow liquidity for the City’s general operations.  
 
 
DEFINITIONS  
  
General Fund Reserves. General Fund Reserves are related to the following General Fund 
accounts:  General Fund, Solid Waste, Storm Sewer, Capital (adjusted as a five-year rolling 
average), School Bus, Airport, and Economic Development. It excludes Internal Service Funds, 
i.e., Insurance and Vehicle Maintenance. The balance in the General Fund is called “reserves.” 
 
Fund Balance. A practical definition of fund balance follows: When liabilities are subtracted from 
assets, there is a fund balance. A positive fund balance means there are more assets than 
liabilities; a negative fund balance means just the opposite. Fund balance can be complicated by 
the fact that part of the fund balance is reserved and part unreserved. The difference between 
reserved and unreserved is that the unreserved can potentially be authorized for future 
expenditures while the reserved cannot. Additionally, the fund balance is a combination of liquid 
and Illiquid assets. 
 
Considerations. Credit rating agencies determine the adequacy of the unreserved fund balance, 
or reserves, using a complex series of financial evaluations. The size of the fund balance is an 
important but not the only consideration in the City’s rating. Other important factors are the 
reliability of a government’s revenue sources, economic conditions, community wealth factors, 
cash position, debt ratios, management performance, and fiscal decisions made by the legislative 
body.  
 
The Government Finance Officer’s Association of the US & Canada (GFOA) recommends, for 
cities of comparable size to Pekin, maintaining a fund balance of as high as 25% of annual 
general fund expenditures. This percentage varies depending on individual community situations, 
based on the above mentioned considerations and risk.  
 
 
OTHER PROVISIONS  
  
Maintenance. In the event that General Fund Reserves is so calculated to be less than the policy 
anticipates, the City shall plan to adjust budget resources in the subsequent fiscal years to 
restore the balance. Except in extraordinary circumstances, General Fund Reserves should not 
be used to fund any portion of the ongoing and routine year-to-year operating expenditures of the 
City. It should be used primarily to insure adequate designated reserves, to respond to 
unforeseen emergencies, to provide cash flow, and to provide overall financial stability.  
 
Administrative Responsibilities. The Treasurer and Assistant Finance Director shall be 
responsible for monitoring and reporting the City’s various reserves. The City Manager is directed 



to make recommendations to the City Council on the use of reserve funds both as an element of 
the annual operating budget submission and from time to time throughout the year as needs may 
arise.  
 
Annual Report. The Treasurer and Assistant Finance Director shall annually submit a report to 
the City Council outlining the status of the City’s various components of the fund balance. This 
report shall be submitted within thirty days of the receipt of the annual financial audit. The 
Treasurer and Assistant Finance Director shall also provide status reports at other times to the 
City Council as may be requested.  
 
 
POLICY  
  
It is the goal of the City to achieve and maintain a General Fund Reserve equal to 25% of annual 
expenditures for the following functions: General Fund, Solid Waste, Storm Sewer, Capital 
(adjusted as a five-year rolling average), School Bus, Airport, and Economic Development.1 The 
City considers a balance of less than 25% to be cause for concern, barring unusual or deliberate 
circumstances, and a balance of more than 40% as excessive. An amount in excess of 40% is to 
be considered for reservation to accumulate funding for capital projects and equipment, and/or to 
reduce the tax levy requirements.  
 
 
Replaces Policy No.18-10/11 

 
 

Adopted this 11th day of April 2011.  

                                                 
1 This calculation excludes Insurance and Vehicle Maintenance. 
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