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City of Pekin 
_____________________________________________      
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MONDAY, APRIL 13, 2015 

5:30 P.M. 

 1 2 

1.0 CALL TO ORDER   

2.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE     
Mayor Laurie L. Barra                                    

  

3.0 ROLL CALL 
Clerk to Call the Roll 

  

4.0 APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

ACTION:  Motion to approve the meeting agenda.  

VOTE REQUIRED 

  

5.0 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

ACTION: Motion to approve minutes of the Regular Council Meeting March 23, 2015 and 
Special Budget Work Sessions March 18, 2015, March 25, 2015, March 30, 2015. 

VOTE REQUIRED 

  

6.0 PUBLIC INPUT  

Speakers to state name. Speakers may address the Council on any topic. 

  

7.0 CONSENT AGENDA   

7.1 Receive and File Monthly Reports:  Human Rights Committee Minutes October 22, 
2014, January 28, 2015 and February 25, 2015; Corrected Liquor Commission Minutes 
January 22, 2015; and Animal Control March Report.     

  

7.2 Proclamations: “Parkinson’s is the pits month”   April 2015 
                                       “Stand Against Racism”    April 24, 2015 

  

7.3 Resolution No. 119-14/15 – A Resolution Regarding Minutes of Executive Session 
meetings of the City Council of the City of Pekin, Illinois. 

  

7.4 Resolution No. 120-14/15 - Appointment of Robert Baughman to the Fire Pension 
Board for a three year term until the 3rd Monday in April 2018. 

  

7.5 Receive and File: Resignation of Frank Mackaman from the Economic Development 
Advisory Committee.  

  

     ACTION: Motion to approve all items listed on the Consent Agenda by Omnibus Vote. 

    VOTE REQUIRED TO APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA 

  

8.0 COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, REPORTS     

8.1  Budget Hearing Fiscal Year Budget May 1, 2015 through April 30, 2016 DG  

9.0 NEW BUSINESS   
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9.1 Resolution No. 121-14/15 – Adopting the Fiscal Year Budget May 1, 2015      
through April 30, 2016 
 
DESCRIPTION: Approval of the proposed Budget for FY 2015 as presented and reviewed 
at three previous budget work sessions, March 18, 2015, March 25, 2015 and March 30, 
2015.     

 
ACTION:  Motion to adopt the Resolution. 
 

       VOTE REQUIRED 

DG 5 

9.2 Ordinance No. 2719-14/15 – Special Ordinance Authorizing the Ceding of Private  
        Activity Bonding Authority. 
  

DESCRIPTION: Provides for the transfer of the City of Pekin’s unused allocation of 
volume cap to be utilized with the Tri-County River Valley Development Authority (TRVDA) 
to support projects that will create jobs and expand the City’s tax base. 

 
ACTION:  Motion to adopt the Ordinance. 

         
       VOTE REQUIRED 

DG 1 

10.0 ANY OTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE COUNCIL 
 10.1    Staff 
 10.2   Council 
� 10.3   Press Time  

  

11.0 EXECUTIVE SESSION 
                65 ILCS 120/2 (c)      

  

12.0 ADJOURN  
No Vote Required 

  

 
Column 1 Key: 

DG Darin Girdler City Manager      
   

Column 2 Key: 
1     A Prosperous Community. To promote and sustain a balanced economy that supports expansion 
and retention of family-wage jobs. 
2    A Safe Community. To protect community life and property by providing effective, principled police 
and fire services. 
3    A Strong Foundation. To improve and maintain existing infrastructure and leverage opportunities for 
new infrastructure. 
4    A High Quality of Life. To support or provide services that improve the quality of life for Pekin’s 
residents. 
5    An Effective Government. To deliver effectively the services that Pekin’s residents want, need, and 
are willing to support. 
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  *********************************************************************************** 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PEKIN, ILLINOIS, 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL 

111 SOUTH CAPITOL STREET 
ON MONDAY, MARCH 23, 2015 AT 5:30 O'CLOCK P.M. 

LAURIE L. BARRA * MAYOR * PRESIDING 
 
PRESENT: COUNCIL MEMBERS, GILLESPIE, GOLDEN, ORRICK, MCCABE, HENDRICKS 

AND ABEL 
ABSENT: NONE 

********************************************************************************** 
Mayor Barra welcomed Pekin Community High School German Teacher Dales Halzworth, exchange 
students, and host families to Pekin and the Pekin City Council Meeting.  
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by PCHS students Abigail Allison and Blake Carrington.    
 
Roll was called. All members were physically present. A quorum was present.  
 
AGENDA 
Motion by Council Member Gillespie, seconded by Council Member Orrick that the agenda be approved as 
presented. On roll call vote all present voted Aye. 
 
MINUTES 
Motion by Council Member Gillespie, seconded by Council Member Orrick that the minutes of the Regular 
City Council Meeting of March 9, 2015 be approved as written. On roll call vote all present voted Aye. 
   
PUBLIC INPUT 
Ed Schwinn expressed his concerns about the hearing he attended for violations of the snow emergency 
routes parking provisions of the Code. He asked the Council to revisit the section and direct the City 
Manager to place notice on channel 22 when in effect. 
 
Bob Bramham spoke about getting answers on questions he had brought to Council Meetings. He also 
commented that there was no referendum for public question to place the garbage fee on the tax bill at the 
April election.   
 
Ann Witzig addressed the Council on the following: 

 Suit against the City of Pekin 
 Discrepancies from the Building Department regarding occupancy of a church on Derby Street  
 Allowing low income housing in the City of Pekin 

 
Sally Johnson voiced her opinion on a Pekin Times editorial and spoke in support of Council Member 
Golden questioning business items before the Council. She stated Court Street needed repair not redesign. 
Ms. Johnson asked the Council to look into pensions and overspending concerning the preliminary budget. 
She expressed her objection that 5 minute public input time at the end of a meeting was removed. In response 
Mayor Barra stated that Court Street was a State route. 
 
Larry Wolfer presented his opinions to Council regarding expenditures for contractors at the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant. He felt $6 million dollars remaining in the grant from Veterans Drive project would not be 
sufficient to design and repair Court Street. He asked the Council to request proposals for legal counsel. 
 
Jim Mangan stated it was Council’s responsibility to regulate pensions. He suggested freezing wages, 
freezing hiring, and to cut excess employees, and to contract out all blue and white collar workers as a way to 
reduce that debt. He felt there was time to consider cuts until appropriations deadline July 31st. (clerk note-
budget deadline April 30th).    
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CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion by Council Member Hendricks, seconded by Council Member Abel that the CONSENT AGENDA 
be approved as presented. The following was presented for consideration of the Consent Agenda items by 
Omnibus Vote. 

7.1 Receive and File Monthly Reports: February Building Department Inspections and Zoning 
Reports and Tazewell County Animal Control.      

7.2 Proclamations: “Young Authors Week”   March 23, 2015 
                                          “Community College Month”   April 2015 
                                          “Stand Against Racism”   April 24, 2015 

7.3 Resignation of Tomas G. Tesar from the Fire Pension Board. 

7.4 Resolution No. 118-14/15 - Appointments of Adrienne Southerland to the Human Rights 
Committee to fill the unexpired term of Michele Moul until May 2017 and Brian Byne to fill the unexpired 
term of Teleisa Crnkovich until May 2016. 

Mayor Barra read and Kay Sutton, Dean of Illinois Central College South Campus, accepted the 
Proclamation “Community College Month.” Dean Sutton announced ICC South Open House on Wednesday, 
April 22, 2015 from 4:00-6:00 p.m. in the RWBP location. On roll call vote all present voted Aye.                  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Motion by Council Member Hendricks, seconded by Council Member McCabe that the ILLINOIS 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION LOCAL AGENCY AGREEMENT for Federal participation for 
Allentown Road engineering in the amount of $3,600.00 be approved. City Engineer Michael Guerra informed 
the Council that the agreement was for 10% local share of engineering to improve the safety of the dangerous 
curve located near city limits. Project was awarded Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) funding last 
fall for 90% engineering up to $36,000.00. Utilizing federal funding, Council approved the Midwest 
Engineering Associates agreement November 24, 2014 to provide the engineering. Council Member Golden 
questioned the engineer on details of the agreement. Mr. Guerra advised the surrounding property owners he 
had spoken with were open to sale if necessary. On roll call vote all present voted Aye. 
 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE COUNCIL 
Council Member Golden questioned staff on the status of a vacant structure on Mall Road that now was housing 
a boat. He expressed concern of the grace period for unpaid wastewater billings and that residents were 
receiving water shut-off notices. Council was advised that the agreement approved with Illinois American 
Water Company provided for the water turnoff process. 
   
Council Member Orrick expressed his gratitude to the department for beginning yard waste collection early for 
citizens. 
 
The press was given the opportunity to address the Council.  
 
No further business to come before the Council, motion by Council Member Hendricks, seconded by Council 
Member Orrick that Council adjourn. Motion carried voice vote. Mayor Barra adjourned the meeting.  
 
COUNCIL ADJOURNED AT 6:20 P.M. 
 
 
 
Sue E. McMillan 
City Clerk 
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  *********************************************************************************** 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE SPECIAL MEETING 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PEKIN, ILLINOIS, 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL 

111 SOUTH CAPITOL STREET 
ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18, 2015 AT 5:00 O'CLOCK P.M. 

LAURIE L. BARRA * MAYOR * PRESIDING 
 
PRESENT: COUNCIL MEMBERS, GOLDEN, ORRICK, MCCABE, ABEL AND BARRA 
 
ABSENT: GILLESPIE AND HENDRICKS 

********************************************************************************** 
Notice of a special City Council Budget Work Session Meeting was properly posted and received by Council 
on March 16, 2015. 
  
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Barra.    
 
Roll was called. All members were physically present except Council Members Gillespie and Hendricks. A 
quorum was present.  
 
AGENDA 
Motion by Council Member Orrick, seconded by Council Member McCabe that the agenda be approved as 
presented. On roll call vote all present voted Aye. 
 
PUBLIC INPUT 
Bob Bramham asked the Council in adopting the budget to have a goal in mind to reduce line by line 10% of 
the presented amounts. 
 
Ann Witzig echoed the request of Mr. Bramham to reduce the budget. Mrs. Witzig expressed her opposition 
to a $6 million dollar investment into the Library redesign and made comparison to new construction 90 
room hotel in East Peoria for the same dollar amount. 
 
The public was informed that the presentation work session materials disseminated to the Council at the 
meeting would be available on the City of Pekin web site. 
 
Kevin Jones sought Council’s help in resolving a sewer backup matter in an apartment complex he owned. It 
was a suggestion to purchase backflow valves to eliminate the sewerage in the basements. Mr. Jones 
contended it was a larger City issue in the sewer flow. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, REPORTS 
Mayor Barra limited the meeting time to 7:00 p.m. and allowed City Manager Darin Girdler to begin the 
PRESENTATION OF FY 2015-2016 PROPOSED BUDGET. Assistant Finance Director Angie Evans and 
Human Resources Director Sarah Newcomb were asked to join in with comments and to answer questions. 
Council was informed that the packet of material distributed to them at the meeting was being presented in a 
new format this year as part of the Springbrook software utilizing Opengov. Pages were projected on a screen 
for the Council Members, staff and the public to follow along as the summarized expense types for each 
department, and fund totals were explained. Council Members reviewed property tax overview, graphs for 
broad overviews of department revenues and expenses, and a snapshot of information received from Cartegraph 
for street maintenance inventory project.  
 
Council was told the meeting was an introduction with the intension to review the information, ask questions 
and to discus further on at a 2nd work session on March 25, 2014. The City Manager advised the Council that 
the proposal set forth was balanced with a capital improvement loan of $2 million dollars and a $1 million 
dollar transfer from the School Bus Fund to the General Fund. The overview included: 

 Description of City Funds, purpose and the revenue source 
 The general breakdowns and percentages of revenues and expenses in pie chart document format 
 Debt per capita 
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 2014 property taxes distribution of City, Park, County, Township, District 108, District 303, ICC 
  Fund totals cash reserves 
  Proposed capital items 

 
With review of the presentation and the format of information completed, Council Member McCabe suggested 
the Council begin the proposed dollar amounts of the department budgets at the next work session scheduled for 
March 25, 2015. Council was asked to review in advance, highlight areas of question or concerns and present 
those to the manager prior to the 25th in order to be prepared to answer.  
 
No action was taken.   
 
No further business to come before the Council, motion by Council Member McCabe, seconded by Council 
Member Orrick that Council adjourn. Motion carried voice vote. Mayor Barra adjourned the meeting.  
 
COUNCIL ADJOURNED AT 6:10 P.M. 
 
 
 
Sue E. McMillan 
City Clerk 
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  *********************************************************************************** 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE SPECIAL MEETING 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PEKIN, ILLINOIS, 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL 

111 SOUTH CAPITOL STREET 
ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25, 2015 AT 5:00 O'CLOCK P.M. 

LAURIE L. BARRA * MAYOR * PRESIDING 
 
PRESENT: COUNCIL MEMBERS, GOLDEN, GILLESPIE, ORRICK, MCCABE, ABEL AND 

BARRA 
 
ABSENT: COUNCIL MEMBER HENDRICKS 

********************************************************************************** 
Notice of a special City Council Budget Work Session Meeting was properly posted and received by Council 
on March 23, 2015. 
  
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Barra.    
 
Roll was called. All members were physically present except Council Members Hendricks. A quorum was 
present.  
 
AGENDA 
Motion by Council Member Abel, seconded by Council Member Gillespie that the agenda be approved as 
presented. On roll call vote all present voted Aye. 
 
 
PUBLIC INPUT 
Bob Bramham addressed the Council on discrepancies he found in the proposed budget. He suggested the 
Council meet with each department to review expenses. 
 
Sally Johnson expressed concern of inaccurate dollar amounts in the budget presentation.  
 
Ann Witzig presented several questions to Council and was told that they would be answered as the 
discussion proceeded with the Manager and Council. 

 Were departments asked to decrease the budget by 1% 
 Was the Budget balanced as presented 
 Why was the attorney budget increased 
 When did the airport grants end 
 Examples of contractual services 

 
Bob Keiser stated that the poverty level in the county was 9% but Pekin’s poverty rate was 14% which meant 
1 in 7 residents lived below the poverty level. He asked Council to remember those facts when approving 
expenses. He felt 62% increase in spending the last 2 years was not sustainable. Mayor Barra shared concern 
but explained that a contributing factor to the poverty rate of the county comparison was the availability of 
Section 8 Housing only in Pekin.   
 
COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, REPORTS 
Mayor Barra limited the meeting time to 7:00 p.m. The Council was given a revised presentation of the 
budget containing additional information: 

 Taxes compared to inflation & expenses 
 Property tax per capita and by percentage 
 Solid Waste contracted costs over in-house costs 
 Solid Waste revenues and expenses last 5 years 
 Pension snapshot 
 Salary summaries 
 Street maintenance expenses 
 2012 Bond capital items dollar amounts  
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City Manager Darin Girdler began the SECOND WORK SESSION FY 2015-2016 PROPOSED 
BUDGET process of presenting the first 14 departments for Council’s review. 
Discussed: 

 Personnel Department contractual expense – Wage Study completed and would be given to 
Council 

 Legal Department budget down. City has special counsel for contract negotiations and appears 
under specific departments 

 Finance Department contractual expense – Springbrook computer software 
 Estimated $70,000 upgrade of Council Chamber equipment and for Council Meeting replays to 

channel 22 not included in this I.T. budget 
 Forfeitures of evidence vehicles in Police Department - Council suggested donation to needy in 

lieu of trade in. 
 Decline in revenues due to loss of Vehicle Impoundment Ordinance  
 Minimum manning in Fire Department 
 Fire and rescue apparatis seen at non call related areas such as grocery stores, fitness facilities 

 
Council was informed that the remaining department budgets would discussed at the 3rd FY15 Budget Work 
Session scheduled for Monday, March 30, 2015.  
 
No action was taken. 
 
No further business to come before the Council, motion by Council Member Abel that Council adjourn. Motion 
carried voice vote. Mayor Barra adjourned the meeting.  
 
COUNCIL ADJOURNED AT 6:55 P.M. 
 
 
 
Sue E. McMillan 
City Clerk 
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  *********************************************************************************** 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE SPECIAL MEETING 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PEKIN, ILLINOIS, 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL 

111 SOUTH CAPITOL STREET 
ON MONDAY, MARCH 30, 2015 AT 5:00 O'CLOCK P.M. 

LAURIE L. BARRA * MAYOR * PRESIDING 
 
PRESENT: COUNCIL MEMBERS, GOLDEN, GILLESPIE, ORRICK, MCCABE, ABEL AND 

BARRA 
 
ABSENT: COUNCIL MEMBER HENDRICKS 

********************************************************************************** 
Notice of a special City Council Budget Work Session Meeting was properly posted and received by Council 
on March 27, 2015. 
  
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Barra.    
 
Roll was called. All members were physically present except Council Members Hendricks. A quorum was 
present.  
 
AGENDA 
Motion by Council Member Gillespie, seconded by Council Member Orrick that the agenda be approved as 
presented. On roll call vote all present voted Aye. 
 
PUBLIC INPUT 
Bob Bramham distributed to Council the Budget Presentation with his noted corrections. He indicated there 
were contradictions to City Manager Darin Girdler’s statement that there was no shift in figures on the 
original budget presentation. He also attached 5 written comments and questions regarding legal fees, cost of 
assistant city manager, previous employment of a city manager, auction of yard equipment, and discrepancy 
in fire department budget figures. City Manager Darin Girdler addressed Mr. Bamham’s concerns. He 
advised the Council mowing could not be put off until yard crew was available. He was satisfied with the 
services that Golf Green had provided and the contract was renewed. Equipment was distributed to other 
departments for their use or sold at auction as provided in the code.   
 
Bob Keiser warned not to be swayed by the investment language used in the budget, it was still spending and 
revenue was a tax on tax payers. He gave VFW Road / Veterans Drive as a negative investment. 
 
Steve Dennis voiced his concern of other expenditures in the budget totaling $450,000.00. 
 
Joel Fitzango questioned where the profits from the sale of the yard crew equipment were deposited, why a 
local auctioneer was not used, and why the matter was not postponed until a new council was seated. 
 
Ann Witzig posed questions to the Council and was told that the budget was balanced. She asked the Council 
to carefully review the expenses and decrease the totals. Staff replied to her airport question that the grants 
expire 20 years from latest agency approval.  
 
Sally Johnson expressed her concerns that the budget numbers were inaccurate and had been changed. 
 
Jim Mangan commented negatively on the proposed amount to borrow for equipment.  He felt the $70,000 
being considered for camera equipment would be better spent in approving the website.  
 
COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, REPORTS 
Mayor Barra limited the meeting time to 7:00 p.m. and allowed City Manager Darin Girdler to begin the 
THIRD WORK SESSION FY 2015-2016 PROPOSED BUDGET process of presenting the next 14 
departments for Council’s review. 
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Discussed:  

 Public Works budget included field engineer position to fill 
 Street Department – the State agreement for maintenance of Court Street funded by lane miles was 

explained 
 Public Property – question of drop in revenues was due to completion of 2 year pipeline lease at 

Business Park 
 Estimates received for boiler project at Koch Street facility. Questioned if Independent Government 

Estimates was used as the basis for the budget figure 
 Inspections – personnel reduced line item plumbing inspector not replaced 
 Abel suggested demolitions budget be doubled 
 Staff was asked to provide descriptions in contractual other expenditures by Golden 
 General Operations department – catch all for finance expenditures and revenues such as copier, 

postage, Citilink, auditor, capitol bond payments 
 Tourism – bike trail improvements 
 Solid Waste – landfill tipping up $2.00 per ton 
 Sewerage – total borrowed for Wastewater Treatment Plant project $54 million and seeking one more 

loan for final phase 
 Golden reminded staff he had requested description of “unexpected” sewer repairs as given in 

Treasurer Wolf’s financial report 
 Storm Water – implementation of storm water fee result of Environmental Protection Agency 

mandates 
 Drainage improvements included Cambridge project  
 MFT – substantial decrease noted 
 TIF – included Downtown Court Street project Phase II, removal of Ameren power lines, sales tax 

collection expired reducing revenues 
 Airport – hangars full $61,000 per year income, 19 T-hangars, 3 corporate hangars, several private 

construction 
 
No action was taken. 
  
 
No further business to come before the Council, motion by Council Member Gillespie, seconded by Council 
Member Orrick that Council adjourn. Motion carried voice vote. Mayor Barra adjourned the meeting.  
 
COUNCIL ADJOURNED AT 6:30 P.M. 
 
 
 
Sue E. McMillan 
City Clerk 
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