
City of Pekin 
_____________________________________________   

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MONDAY, APRIL 25, 2016 
5:30 P.M. 

1 2 

1.0 CALL TO ORDER 

2.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor John McCabe 

3.0 ROLL CALL 
Clerk to Call the Roll 

4.0 APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

ACTION:  Motion to approve the meeting agenda. 

VOTE REQUIRED 

5.0 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

ACTION:  Motion to approve minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of April 11, 2016 
Budget Work Session March 21, 2016 and Budget Work Session April 4, 2016.   

     VOTE REQUIRED 

6.0 PUBLIC INPUT 

7.0 CONSENT AGENDA 

7.1  Receive and File Monthly Reports and Minutes: Tourism Committee Minutes 
dated April 12, 2016. 

5 

7.2  Resolution No. 21-15/16 the Mayor’s Appointment of Joel Jackson to the Fire and 
Police Commission for a Three Year Term Ending the First Monday in May, 2019   

3 

         7.3 Proclamation: “Stand Against Racism”  April 28, 2016. 
      “National Youth Week” Elks    May 1-7, 2016 
      “Comcast Cares Day”   April 30, 2016 
      “National Travel and Tourism Week”  May 1-7, 2016 

5 

7.4  Receive and File: Pekin Zoning Board of Appeals Minutes April 13, 2016. 5 

7.5  Receive and File: Pekin Planning Commission Minutes April 13, 2016 5 

         ACTION: Motion to approve all items listed on the Consent Agenda by Omnibus Vote. 

   VOTE REQUIRED TO APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA 

8.0 COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, REPORTS 

         8.1  Fiscal Year 2017 Budget Presentation SN 5 

1 

 
Council Member Dunn Electronic Attendance



9.0  NEW BUSINESS    

9.1   Ordinance No. 2742-15/16 Amending Title 9, Chapter 10, Section 8 of the Code 
of the City of Pekin 1995 Regarding Murals 
 

DESCRIPTION: Addition to the Zoning Code for signs to permit art murals in business 
zones. 
 
 VOTE REQUIRED 

LB 5 

9.2  Ordinance No. 1462-A345-15/16 – Amending Title 8, Chapter 4, Section 1.G. of 
the Traffic Code of the City of Pekin 1995 Regarding No Parking Bus Loading   

 
         DESCRIPTION: Recommendation of the Traffic Safety Committee to extend no parking  
         space for bus loading on Capitol Street at Court Street to Elizabeth Street. 
 
         VOTE REQUIRED 

KN 2 

9.3  Resolution No. 23-15/16 – Support for Matching Funds Application for 
PPUATS Special Transportation Projects    

 
         DESCRIPTION: City support of a joint application and local City match of $10,000 to  
         apply for multi-modal and TransPORT planning study to Tri-County Regional Planning  
          PPUATS. 
 
         VOTE REQUIRED 

LB 1 

9.4   City Manager Search 
 
          DESCRIPTION: 
 

JM 5 

10.0 ANY OTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE COUNCIL 
  

  

11.0 EXECUTIVE SESSION 
                      5 ILCS 120/2 (c)  

  

12.0 ADJOURN  
 
NO VOTE REQUIRED 

  

 
Column 1 Key: 
SN Sarah Newcomb Interim City Manager   JM John McCabe Mayor 
KN Chairman TSC     LB Leigh Ann Brown  

Economic Development Director 
Column 2 Key: 

1     A Prosperous Community. To promote and sustain a balanced economy that supports 
expansion and retention of family-wage jobs. 
2    A Safe Community. To protect community life and property by providing effective, 
principled police and fire services. 
3    A Strong Foundation. To improve and maintain existing infrastructure and leverage 
opportunities for new infrastructure. 
4    A High Quality of Life. To support or provide services that improve the quality of life for 
Pekin’s residents. 
5    An Effective Government. To deliver effectively the services that Pekin’s residents want, 
need, and are willing to support. 
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   *********************************************************************************** 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE REGULAR MEETING  

OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PEKIN, ILLINOIS, 
CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

111 SOUTH CAPITOL STREET 
PEKIN, ILLINOIS 61554 

ON MONDAY, APRIL 11, 2016 AT 5:30 O'CLOCK P.M. 
JOHN MCCABE, MAYOR PRESIDING 

 
PRESENT: COUNCIL MEMBERS, DUNN, GOLDEN, ORRICK, RITCHASON, ABEL, LUFT AND 

MCCABE 
ABSENT:    NONE 

********************************************************************************** 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Pekin Community High School Army JROTC Color Guard. Mayor 
McCabe read a proclamation honoring the JROTC program, directing students at the high school to embrace 
the values of military service and training by dedicating April 23, 2016 as JROTC Day in the City of Pekin.  
 
Roll was called and all Council Members were physically present. A quorum was declared.  
 
AGENDA 
Motion by Council Member Golden, seconded by Council Member Abel that the agenda be approved as 
presented.  Council Member Golden motioned, and the motion was seconded by Council Member Orrick, that 
an Executive Session of the Council be added to the agenda. On roll call vote, all present voted Aye. Mayor 
McCabe asked that the roll be called on the motion to approve the agenda as amended. On roll call vote, all 
present voted Aye. 
 
MINUTES 
Motion by Council Member Abel, seconded by Council Member Dunn that the minutes of the Regular City 
Council Meeting of March 18, 2016 be approved as written. Council Member Golden asked that the 
concerns he brought to Council’s attention at the meeting from a “prepared statement” be listed in the 
minutes. City Clerk Sue McMillan noted the recording could be reviewed and the minutes addressed as 
requested. On roll call vote all present voted Aye. 
 
PUBLIC INPUT 
Bob Bramham expressed his concerns with the Contract Agreement with IAFF Local #524. He stated the 
2.5% raises equaled more salary than Chicago firefighters. He was not supportive of the contract when the 
City budget was reported at $1.6 million short. He felt as a retired firefighter Council Member Abel should 
abstain from voting. 
Ann Witzig stated she had issues with language in the Tourism Minutes of an $18,000 bike rack. She 
requested explanations on travel policies. She expressed concern with the fire wages of new hires.  
Tom Veatch, President of the Pekin Firefighters Local #524 spoke in support of the 5 Year Agreement with 
the City. He stated the preliminary discussions, formal negotiations, reaching tentative agreement were 
reached in 4 collective bargaining sessions in a positive manner by the firefighter and City negotiating teams. 
He thanked the Council for their support of the department and the contract. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion by Council Member Abel, seconded by Council Member Ritchason that the CONSENT AGENDA 
be approved as presented. The following was read and presented by Mayor McCabe for consideration of the 
Consent Agenda items by Omnibus Vote.  

        7.1 Receive and File Monthly Reports and Minutes: Traffic Safety Committee Minutes     
              dated April 1, 2016 and liquor Commission Minutes dated March 24, 2016. 
        7.2 Receive and File Resignations: Frank Mackaman from the Fire and Police Commission;  
               D. Neal Buster Hanley II from the Liquor Commission; and Dale Vonderheide from the Liquor 

         7.3  Proclamation: “Pekin Community High School Army JROTC Day”  April 23, 2016 

On roll call vote all present voted Aye. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
Motion by Council Member Orrick, seconded by Council Member Luft that the Council DISCUSS A 
TRAVEL POLICY. Council Member Orrick had given the City Manager direction to develop a travel policy 
at the previous meeting. Interim City Manager Sarah Newcomb brought the item back to the Council for 
discussion of current policies regarding seminars and training conferences, meeting expenses and proposed 
report for future training events. She presented a copy of the Conference and Meeting Expenses policy section 
of the Employee Handbook. She advised the Council she was willing to implement a policy to non-union 
employees that any conference they attend would require a one page summary but any changes to the 
Employee Handbook would require consultation at least with 3 labor unions. She advised the Council that 
some expenses were mandated, obligated or discretionary but staff would be limiting travel as much as 
possible as a result of the current budget. Council Member Luft questioned why a policy was not set by the 
Council and was told a policy was an operational matter. Council Member Golden questioned how alcohol 
non-reimbursement was monitored. He expressed concern that non-reimbursement of alcohol was not clear 
and concise in the travel policy. No vote was required. 
 
Motion by Council Member Dunn, seconded by Council Member Orrick that the CONTRACT BETWEEN 
THE CITY OF PEKIN AND GOVHR USA, LLC TO PERFORM AN EFFICIENCY STUDY IN AN 
AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $30,000.00, be approved. Ms. Newcomb presented the contract for the 
Council-requested efficiency study. She advised that request for proposals were sent to 5 agencies, 
presentations made by GovHR and Baker Tilly that had responded and Council chose to move forward with 
GovHR. Council would be approving the simple contract contained in the packet. The Efficiency Study 
Process was disseminated. Surveys would be mailed to every employee once the contract was signed. The 
company representatives planned to meet with each Council Member individually on May 3rd in City Hall for 
knowledge of mission, goals, and targets for the next 2 years. Personal interviews would be conducted with 
Department Heads for issues and services provided. On roll call vote all present voted Aye. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 22-15/16 
ASSIGNMENT OF IMPOUND FEES TO CAPITOL FUND  

Motion by Council Member Luft, seconded by Council Member Orrick that Resolution No. 22-15/16 be 
adopted.  The Council had given direction to the Interim City Manager to create a restricted account for 
impound fees and fund to be used only with the approval of Council. Ms. Newcomb presented a resolution for 
the assignment after discussion with the Finance Department and pursuant to GFOA enabling legislation to 
assign and restrict funds. The police revenue would be transferred, taking the fees paid for violation of the 
City Code and used for daily operations in the General Fund to the Capitol Fund. Council Member Golden 
stated he was not supportive of the impound ordinance but control of the money made the best of a bad 
situation. Council Member Orrick spoke in support of allocating the funds to Capital as an effort to plan for 
the increasing costs of infrastructure improvements and capital projects. On roll call vote all present voted 
Aye. 
 
Motion by Council Member Ritchason, seconded by Council Member Luft that the AGREEMENT WITH 
PEKIN FIREFIGHTERERS IAFF LOCAL #524 May 1, 2016 – April 30, 2021 be approved. Interim City 
Manager Sarah Newcomb requested Council’s approval of the collective bargaining agreement with the IAFF 
Local #524 for a period of 5 years. She advised the Council of the preliminary talks in January to discuss the 
approach and mythology that would be used during the negotiations. Both teams worked through the contract 
article by article to clear up language and to discuss financial aspects. After 4 meetings in March tentative 
agreement was reached. The IAFF agreed to pay a percentage of the health insurance premiums in an amount of 
10%, 11%, 12% and a pay increase of 2.5%, and 2.25% subsequent years. Labor Attorney Patrick Murphey gave 
the opinion that the negotiations were most expeditious he had attended, the agreement was fair to the City, and 
he attributed the possessive negotiation to the teams and firefights doing their homework. Council Member Luft 
asked Attorney Murphey to comment on the expense the City had experienced on other contracts that had gone 
to Mediation.  
 
 
 On roll call vote, Orrick, Luft, Dunn, Ritchason, McCabe; Nay, Golden. Motion Carried.   
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OTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE COUNCIL 
Council Member Luft expressed his displeasure that an item of business for an Agenda Setting 
Policy was not presented. A lengthy discussion followed between Council and the staff regarding the 
present procedures for placing items on the meeting agendas. Suggestions were made for Council 
Members to be involved in addition to the Mayor, Corporation Counsel, the Manager and the Clerk. 
It was noted the present procedure did not prevent any members from attending as long as the 
Open Meetings act was not violated. There were suggestion made to rotate each Council Member. 
Council Members were not agreeable because of work schedules. No changes were made. Council 
Member Golden also spoke to an item of business that needed to be placed on an agenda for in-
house attorney. 
 
Bob Bramham expressed his opinion that all employees should live in the City and noted Pekin 
residents should be making decisions for Pekin taxpayers. He stated that the 1.6 million deficit 
budget was unacceptable. A 10% cut was not enough. The budget should be balanced.  
Tom Veatch, President Firefighters Local #524 thanked the Council, negotiating teams, and 
individuals for their support of approving the Union Contract. 
Ann Witzig defended herself by speaking to Mr. Griffin’s comments regarding her public input at 
Council Meetings and Attorney Dancey’s comments regarding her public input as slander. She 
encourage the Council to reject the proposed Budget and called for cuts from each department. Mrs. 
Witzig stated she never supported money given to the Library or the hospital and told of a bad 
experience at the Library in her effort to find out a speaker’s name at a schedule program. Mr. 
Witzig asked if the present City attorney could also be hired by a City employee or would it be 
conflict of interest. 
Interim City Manager Sarah Newcomb thanked the volunteers that cleanup the Riverfront area. She 
requested the Council confirm meeting times to her for the May 3rd interviews throughout the day 
with the GovHR consultants. 
Fire Chief Kurt Nelson clarified the comparison figures that Mr. Bramham had used in his address 
to Council on the Chicago Fire Department financial package and residency. 
Council Member Golden brought to Council’s attention the following matters: 

• A returning email from a resident seeking resolution for answers of why his water was 
shutoff and only cash was accepted for delinquent accounts to the point of the water 
company disconnect. 

• Asked that the Traffic Safety Committee to review the turn lane issue at 14th and Derby 
Streets and noted the non-conforming curb ramp needed to be addressed. 

• Questioned why the Weekly Report was not completed weekly. 
• Questioned the delayed final completion date for Veterans Drive and noted the liquidated 

damages clause of the contract. He asked staff for a status report of remedial action and the 
status of the project. 

• Asked for clarification on the fence and property lines of the Derby Street City property. He 
questioned if a survey was completed at time of purchase. Stated it would be prudent that a 
policy be written for a survey be completed before property was purchased by the City. 

• Questioned the camera project at the bus department location: if bids were taken, the value 
of the contract, if the solicitation was published, if engineer completed in house government 
estimates, if statement of work was completed. 

• Asked if the staff had looked at the University Street project as suggestion for completing  
Court Street. 

• Questioned who at the City negotiated the rates when he was told that Ameren was less 
expensive. Council was advised that there was Council approval of Good Energy as 
consultant for the negotiated rates. 

Council Member Ritchason questioned the timeframe for the Court Street project and was advised 
that an agenda item would be presented to Council in May from the 3 options presented by the City 
Engineer.  
Council Member Abel suggested staff consider the property behind the T-Shirt House for sale to 
Habitat for Humanity.  
Council Member Orrick suggested lowering the dollar amount/percentage indicated in the Reserves 
Policy. He supported monthly wastewater billing and for staff to consider a senior discount to 
residential property owners by verifying property freeze credit with the County Assessor.   
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Council Member Luft indicated he would not vote for the Budget with the present figures. He 
questioned and was advised by the City Manager that the City had 3 Credit Cards, police, fire, 
finance department. He expressed his displeasure that no apology had been given to the employee 
who came to Council asking for help with an issue in her department. 
 
Council and the public were informed that yard waste collection began in the City April 4, 2016. 
 
Mayor McCabe reported the following: 
The League of Women Voters of Greater Peoria conducted an eTransparancy Survey on the 
availability of of information on the internet. The City scored A’s in all categories of Council 
Members, FOIA, Financial, Information and a C on Meeting Information. 
The correct information for City vehicles that were driven home by the employees was 19 not 40.  
Only cash was accepted for delinquent wastewater bills once the delinquency reached the process of 
water shutoff by Illinois American was reached. 
Written complaints had not been signed by employees that were prepared by the Human Resources 
Director for response to issues brought before the Council in the Bus Department. The Mayor 
suggested that there are set procedures for personnel matters being, report to immediate supervisor, 
written complaint personnel department, contact with union representative. 
The Council Members were given 3 options in proceeding with filling the City Manager position. 
Members were to respond to the Mayor with their preference in suggested procedures. 
A location map of 19 handicapped parking spaces and 10 proposed in the downtown area was 
disseminated.  In the area of the Rail House there was indicated a space in front of the mission and 
a space in the parking lot between the alley and Margaret Street.      
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Motion by Council Member Golden, seconded by Council Member Ritchason that the Council move to 
Executive Session at 9:00 p.m. to discuss 5 ILCS 120/2 (c) 1. The appointment, employment, 
compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body. On roll call vote, 
all present voted Aye. 
 
No further business to come before the Council motion by Council Member Abel, seconded by Council Member 
Dunn to adjourn. Motion carried viva voce. Mayor McCabe adjourned the meeting in open session. 
 
COUNCIL ADJOURNED AT 9:45 P.M. 
 
 
 
 
 
Sue E. McMillan 
City Clerk 
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   *********************************************************************************** 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE BUDGET WORK SESSION  

OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PEKIN, ILLINOIS, 
CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

111 SOUTH CAPITOL STREET 
PEKIN, ILLINOIS 61554 

ON MONDAY, MARCH 21, 2016 AT 5:00 O'CLOCK P.M. 
JOHN MCCABE, MAYOR PRESIDING 

 
PRESENT: COUNCIL MEMBERS, DUNN, GOLDEN, ORRICK, RITCHASON, ABEL, AND 

MCCABE 
ABSENT:    COUNCIL MEMBER LUFT 

********************************************************************************** 
Notice of a special City Council Budget Work Session was properly posted and received by the Council on 
March 17, 2016. The purpose of the meeting was for Council and staff to examine a proposed budget. 
       
The Pledge of Allegiance was led Mayor McCabe. 
 
Roll was called and all Council Members were physically present except Council Member Luft. A quorum 
was declared.  
 
AGENDA 
Motion by Council Member Orrick, seconded by Council Member Ritchason that the agenda be approved as 
presented.  On roll call vote all present voted Aye. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, REPORTS 
Budget FY17 Work Session #1 
Mayor McCabe limited the meeting time to 7:00 p.m. and allowed Interim City Manager Sarah Newcomb to 
begin the presentation of the proposed budget. Council Member were informed that the packet of material 
distributed to them at the meeting contained: 

• What is a Municipal Budget – A policy document, A communication tool, A financial plan 
• Snapshot of City Funds – Fund, Purpose, Revenue Source 
• FY 16-17 Proposed Budget Summary 
• Five Year Capitol Plan 
• Departments Budgets and Detail 

Ms. Newcomb asked council to hold questions and write them down to submit to staff in order to review as 
many departments at the first meeting. Staff would answer the questions or concerns at the next Council 
meeting. Council was advised the proposed budget contained a $1.6 million deficit. She advised that Council 
needed through the next 6 month to focus on the level of services they wanted for the City at levy time. 
 
The overview included Department Budgets for: 

• Public Works 
• Streets 
• Solid Waste 
• Recycling 
• Yard Waste 
• Utility Billing 
• Stormwater 
• School Bus 
• Library 

Council was told all departments eliminated items and did not bring unneeded requests to the table. Prior to 
any proposed budget, cuts were made in personnel. Revenues included increased fees and changes to limit 
training and travel expenses. Suggestions made were to increase Solid Waste fees, bid out departments that 
were not core services. Proposed figures reflected an increased wastewater fee that was scheduled for loan 
repayment during the wastewater treatment plant project. Any transfer of funds from departments or reserves 
would only be a band aide fix. It was recommended a stormwater fee be enacted to reduce the $645,000 
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expense to the General Fund. Ms. Newcomb advised that Motor Fuel Tax allocated from the State per capita 
was down $1.3 million. Solid Waste was a $1.1 million deficit to the General Fund. 
 
General questions were asked by the Council as the Interim City Manager Sarah Newcomb summarized each 
of the departments’ detail budget reviewed at the meeting. 
 
With review of the presentation and the format of information completed, Mayor McCabe suggested the 
Council continue the proposed dollar amounts of the departments’ budgets at the next work session scheduled 
for April 4, 2016. 
 
No action was taken. 
 
PUBLIC INPUT 
No members of the public requested to speak. 
 
No further business to come before the Council motion by Council Member Orrick, seconded by Council 
Member Ritchason to adjourn. Motion carried viva voce. Mayor McCabe adjourned the meeting in open session. 
 
COUNCIL ADJOURNED AT 6:55 P.M. 
 
 
 
 
Sue E. McMillan 
City Clerk 
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   *********************************************************************************** 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE BUDGET WORK SESSION  

OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PEKIN, ILLINOIS, 
CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

111 SOUTH CAPITOL STREET 
PEKIN, ILLINOIS 61554 

ON MONDAY, APRIL 4, 2016 AT 5:00 O'CLOCK P.M. 
JOHN MCCABE, MAYOR PRESIDING 

 
PRESENT: COUNCIL MEMBERS, DUNN, LUFT, ORRICK, RITCHASON, ABEL, AND MCCABE 
 
ABSENT:    COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN 

********************************************************************************** 
Notice of a special City Council Budget Work Session was properly posted and received by the Council on 
April 1, 2016. The purpose of the meeting was for Council and staff to examine a proposed budget. 
       
The Pledge of Allegiance was led Mayor McCabe. 
 
Roll was called and all Council Members were physically present except Council Member Golden. A quorum 
was declared.  
 
AGENDA 
Motion by Council Member Orrick, seconded by Council Member Ritchason that the agenda be approved as 
presented.  On roll call vote all present voted Aye. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, REPORTS 
Budget FY17 Work Session #2 
Interim City Manager Sarah Newcomb suggested as followed in the last Budget Work Session of March 21, 
2016, that Members would write down their questions and hold until the review of the remaining departments 
and detailed budgets were examined.  
 
Ms. Newcomb continued from the March 21, 2016 Budget Work Session, working through the remaining 
departments’ detailed budgets.  

• Police 
• Fire 
• Finance  
• Clerk  
• Economic Development 
• Tourism 
• HUD 
• IT 
• HR/Insurance/ Inspections 

 
General questions were asked by the Council. Again council heard suggestions and recommendations from 
staff increase Solid Waste fee, increase Waste Water fees, bond for Library per ordinance, adjust proposal for 
fire wages per 2016 contract, increase revenues from implementing adjudication process, add stormwater fee, 
eliminate recycling and yardwaste, monthly utility fee  
 
In closing Ms. Newcomb told the Council all operational expenses and revenues were reviewed and at this 
point Council would need to consider changes to policies, cutting services, and increasing fees. She 
encouraged member to talk with the Mayor and staff with any suggestions, support, or opposition to cuts or 
fees presented. 
 
No action was taken. 
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PUBLIC INPUT 
Ann Witzig told the Council as a taxpayer the expenses had come to the point for a need cut. She encouraged 
the Council to cut 10% across the board. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Motion by Council Member Orrick, seconded by Council Member Luft that the Council move to Executive 
Session at 7:45 p.m. to discuss 5 ILCS 120/2 (c) 2. Collective negotiating matters between the public body 
and its employees or their representatives, or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more 
classes of employees. On roll call vote, all present voted Aye. 
 
No further business to come before the Council motion by Council Member Orrick, seconded by Council 
Member Ritchason to adjourn. Motion carried viva voce. Mayor McCabe adjourned the meeting in open session. 
 
COUNCIL ADJOURNED AT 8:30 P.M. 
 
 
 
 
Sue E. McMillan 
City Clerk 
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Enjoy Pekin – Tourism Committee Minutes 

Tuesday April 12th, City Hall – 4:00pm 
 
Craft Soda Festival Planning: Jay Goldberg and Tony Wood  
Jay and Tony came to our meeting to share the launch details of the 2016 Craft 
Soda Festival and to share the community organization involvement opportunity 
along with any feedback. Last years’ event was very successful and this year will be 
a lot better.  This year they have several Corporate Sponsors.  Maurie’s will be our 
Pekin info and ticket headquarters.  We need to promote selling the VIP tickets.  
VIP tickets cost $22.00 for 1 person for all day.  You receive a T-shirt, 1 bottle of 
soda, and a goodie bag.  Will open up spots this year for Not for Profit 
Organizations to host a food concession booth.  We will waive the Vendor fee for 
NOP’s.  You only pay 20% of your gross sales to help share in the costs associated 
in putting the festival together. We suggest the Tourism Committee get Pekin 
merchants to donate coupons, pens, pencils, etc. for the goodie bags.  We will 
supply the swag bags.  Volunteers are a big asset in putting on Festivals and last 
year we were very pleased with all the volunteers we had.  Tony would like to 
update some language on the Enjoy Pekin website for the festival.  He’s also 
working on a 1 to 2 minute video on “What it’s like to Volunteer”.  Jay and Tony 
stated they have a good team in place and look forward to being in Pekin again this 
June 11th down at the Pekin Riverfront from 10am to 7pm. 
 
Review of grant application and email approval due to a few members unavailable 
to attend. All grants were approved. 
 
Present:  Leigh Ann, Emily, Lelonie  
Absent:   Charlotte, Kaci, Sarah and Mayor McCabe 
 
1.0 Tourism Grant applications 

1.1 Pekin Academy of Fine Arts First Friday: Members voted Aye to 
approve grant in the amount of $117.00.  This first Friday hosted 
Pekin School Districts artists. 

1.2 Pickleball Tournament, Parkside Athletics: Members voted Aye to 
approve grant in the amount of $119.28.  Tournament hosted 40 
doubles teams coming from 150miles radius plus a few players from 
Indiana.  

 
2.0 Tourism activities 

2.1 Ledgestone Disc Golf Tournament: No updates 
2.2 Wind Symphony updates: We’ve had 0 response and/or interest from 

Council or business leaders.  Leigh Ann will reach out to Mr. Bordeaux 
and see if he needs Pekin as a stop along his tour, we could see what 
we could do. 



2.3 Diversity committee and events, April 13th meeting 
2.3.1 Diversity Festival, Sat May 14th : Event is coming together; 3 

or 4 Food Vendors, 5/6 other Vendors. Will block off Court 
Street from 4th Street down to S. Capitol.  Will set up several 
10x10 tents in front of the Speakeasy.  The grade schools 
are participating with making flower arrangements.  Flyers 
will be sent home with the kids from school.  If rain we will 
move inside the Speakeasy. 

2.4 Pekin Community Tourism Forum update: PACVB hosted at the 
Speakeasy; 22 attendees. 
2.4.1 Next meeting Thursday May 5th : Bill Griffin will be hosting at 

McCritters.   
2.5 Community Events:  Craft Soda Festival, June 11th , 10am – 7pm at 

the Riverfront, Diversity Festival, May 14th – 11am – 2pm downtown 
Pekin.  Pekin Main Street will continue with the Super Cruise In 
downtown last weekend in July.  Historic Bike Tour, June 21st with a 
rain date June 28th, 6pm-8pm.  Pekin Park District’s Run a Muck, May 
7th.  Chamber Family Kid Fest this weekend at the Dome - $5.00 
admittance fee. 

 
3.0 Advertisements/Public Relations:  Pekin Academy of Fine Arts book is out.  

United Way is partnering with the Speakeasy on April 30th to present a 
Murder Mystery; Bullets and Bathtubs. 
3.1 Downtown Art – mural project: On the Pekin Planning Commission for 

Wednesday, April 13, 2016 to amend the code, then present to Council 
on April 25th for approval. 

3.2 LivePekin initiative – LiveGP site Pekin information: Still working on 
the video with McDaniels and Deverman.  Getting cost put together. 

 
4.0 Tourism project planning/budget 

4.1 BikePekin 
4.1.1 BikePekin Forum updates: Met last Thursday. Working on a 

City Map with existing bike trails, safe routes, and connection 
points. Key location for bike racks; 10 downtown area and 10 
in other areas of the bike trail. Starting a Sunday Casual 
Ride, 2 to 3 miles.  Discussing joining Bike Peoria Group, 
finding out memberships to other organizations, insurance 
costs, if we host, where the liability falls. 

4.1.2 Bike Racks & Pedestrian crossings: No date on painting the 
crosswalks downtown. 

  
5 Other business 

• PACVB updates: National Tourism Week May 1st – 7th.  Launching new 
program; passport type of different categories; sweet treats, Ice cream 
parlor, pizza, craft beer, etc.  Visit each place and receive stickers to 
submit for pint glass souvenir to PACVB. Working on funding, details and 
marketing for the 4 locations of the Bike Connect Share program in Peoria 
along with interest from East Peoria, Morton and Pekin for additional Bike 
Racks.  The program is $9,000 per bike rack which includes 5 bikes.  
Sponsor logos would be included on bikes, rack signage and on app.  

• Scenic Byway: No updates, meeting hasn’t been rescheduled. 



• Tourism ordinance: Waiting on input from Council member request to 
update, will begin a draft to include defining grant and additional updates 
to reference Enjoy Pekin instead of Visitors Bureau.  

 
 
Next meeting – Tuesday May 10th at 4:00, Pekin City Hall 
 











 
 
 

PROCLAMATION  
COMCAST CARES DAY  

APRIL 30, 2016 
 

 
WHEREAS, Comcast remains an active, committed and engaged member of the Pekin 
community as demonstrated by 7 years of Comcast Cares service in local communities and well 
over, 4,000 total number of hours volunteer;  
 
WHEREAS, Comcast supports the core American value of volunteerism through partnerships, 
grants and volunteer activities that empowers individuals and organized communities; and    
 
WHEREAS, Comcast Cares Day is a celebration of service, and signature celebration of service 
and has become the nation’s largest single-day corporate volunteer effort that brings 
employees, families, friends, and community partners together for a common purpose and 
mission, and; 
 
WHEREAS, Comcast is celebrating its 15th Comcast Cares Day, and has reached important 
milestones, including 4 million volunteer hours and more than 700,000 volunteers since 
Comcast Cares Day started in 2001.   
 
WHEREAS, Comcast Cares Day promotes a spirit of corporate responsibility thanks to the hard 
work, dedication and service of 100 Comcast volunteers in the Pekin community   
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, John McCabe, serving as Mayor do hereby proclaim April 30, 2016 as 
“Comcast Cares Day.” 
 
Dated this _______ day of _______, 2016 

 
 





Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting 
Council Chambers 

111 South Capitol Street, 2nd level 
April 13, 2016 

5:00pm 

 

Present:          
John Kennedy  Brandon Dentino 
Bob Barra   Greg Henderson 
Kim Joestings   Chris Lang 
 
The regular meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals was called to order and a quorum was declared. 

Staff present:  Code Enforcement Officer Shana Wade, Interim City Manager Sarah Newcomb and 
Attorney Burt Dancey. 

MOTION by, Seconded by to approve the agenda as presented.  On roll call vote, All present voted AYE.  
Motion approved. 

MOTION by, Seconded by to approve the January 13, 2016 minutes as presented.  On roll call vote, All 
present voted AYE.  Motion approved. 

City Council Action Reports:  
Department Reports Inspections & Zoning January 2016 

Hearing #1: Open Hearing at 5:07pm 
 
To allow Mike and Stefanie Wilson, owners, a variance to add an additional 36” to their existing garage 
to house classic cars that would make the rear setback at 20’ to the rear property line, which is currently 
not allowed as stated in the current Zoning Code for R-2 (Single Family Residential) with a PIN # 10-10-
12-401-016 and Legal Description as Sec 12 T24N R5W Sunset Hills Ext 15 Lot 373 (Exc Swly5) SE ¼ 
located at 1803 Valencia Place. 

Brandon Dentino clarifies variance on back of lot.  Mike Wilson talks about the need for 2 more cars in 
garage and moving back because can’t go wider so asking for deeper.  Shared a rendering and the plan 
compared to the current plan.  Shana also shares the overhead maps.   

MOTION by Bob Barra, Seconded by Greg Henderson to approve the Variance to add an additional 36’ to 
their existing garage.  On roll call vote, All present voted AYE.  Motion approved. 

Public input: Bob Barra announces he will not continue on the Zoning Board when his term expires in 
May. 

No other business being done the meeting adjourned at 5:15pm. 

Respectfully submitted:   
Paula Gensel, Administrative Assistant 



Pekin Planning Commission Meeting 
Council Chambers 

111 South Capitol Street, 2nd level 
April 13, 2016 

5:30pm 

 

Present:      Absent:     
Jim Jones     Steve Thompson     
Ron Knautz     Don Hild      
Chris Deverman     James Ruth 
Daryl Dagit 
Bill Craig 

The regular meeting of the Pekin Planning Commission was called to order and a quorum was declared. 

Staff present:  Code Enforcement Officer Shana Wade, Interim City Manager Sarah Newcomb and 
Attorney Burt Dancey. 

MOTION by Jim Jones, Seconded by Ron Knautz to approve the agenda as presented.  On roll call vote, 
All present voted AYE.  Motion approved. 

MOTION by Ron Knautz, Seconded by Jim Deverman to approve the January 13, 2016 minutes as 
presented.  On roll call vote, All present voted AYE. Bill Craig abstains because he was not at last 
meeting.  Motion approved. 

City Council Action Reports:  
Department Reports Inspections & Zoning January 2016 

Informal Hearing: 
Reviewing the final Ordinance 9-10-8-2 – Murals 

The Commission asked for a revised ordinance at the last meeting because of 1st Amendment concerns 
of an outside entity having approval/authority. 

Shannon Cox/Speakeasy Mural Presentation:  Mounted Murals with brackets.  Murals last up to 2 years 
and are made of vinyl and are about $500.00.  This gives opportunity to promote art with schools and 
also history.  One business already wants to put up a mural completed by a local artist.  Also noted that 
the ordinance points out this also includes painting on the buildings.  Shannon points out these are 
much more versatile. 

Chair asks about definition of obscene?  Definition in our code is read and noted that it is also a 
community standard. Zoning Department would make an initial review, if denied, then the Planning 
Commission would review.  If denied by Planning Commission then would go to Council. 

MOTION by Daryl Dagit Seconded by Jim Deverman to approve the Ordinance change 9-10-8-2 of the 
Code.  On roll call vote, All present voted AYE.  Motion approved. 



Board discusses code revisions and it is noted that the City will be moving to update the building code 
2015.  The Board my want to wait until that is in place before adjusting our codes to ensure alignment. 

Bill Craig invites Shana to contact him anytime with questions or concerns.  He would like to have a 
meeting with Shana to discuss the Boards role and procedures. 

Public input: None 

No other business being done the meeting adjourned at 5:52pm. 

Respectfully submitted:   
Paula Gensel, Administrative Assistant 







 
   2742-OA – 15/16 

ORDINANCE NO. _______________ 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 9, CHAPTER 10, SECTION 8 
OF THE ZONING CODE OF THE CITY OF PEKIN 1995 

REGARDING MURALS 
 

WHEREAS, the Code of the City of Pekin 1995 was adopted on April 10, 1995, and duly 

published in book form; and  

WHEREAS, the City of Pekin is a home rule municipality as described in Section 6(a), 

Article VII of the 1970 Constitution of the State of Illinois, and as such may exercise any power 

and function pertaining to its government and its affairs; and 

WHEREAS, the Pekin Planning Commission reviewed changes to the sign provisions of 

the Code; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is in the best interests of the City to 

adopt said ordinance to amend the City Code to add language to permit murals on certain terms and 

conditions; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF PEKIN, TAZEWELL COUNTY, ILLINOIS, in the exercise of its home rule powers: 

That Title 9, Chapter 10, Section 8 be amended by the addition of Subsection 2 as follows: 

9-10-8-2 MURALS 

 (A). Purpose. The purpose is to permit and encourage art murals on a content-neutral basis on 
certain terms and conditions. It is not the intent of this ordinance to deny or restrict material 
protected by the First Amendment. Art murals comprise a unique medium of expression which 
serves the public interest. Art murals have purposes distinct from signs and confer different 
benefits. Such purposes and benefits include: improved aesthetics; avenues fur original artistic 
expression; public access to original works of art; community participation in the creation of 
original works of art; community building through the presence of and identification with original 
works of art; and a reduction in the incidence of graffiti and other crime. Murals can increase 
community identity and foster a sense of place and enclosure if they are located at heights and 



scales visible to pedestrians, are retained for longer periods of time and include a neighborhood 
process for discussion. This ordinance also allows murals on historic property in a way that will 
not diminish the historic or character-defining features of the property. 
 
(B). Permitted Murals. Art Murals that meet all of the following criteria are permitted in all non-
residential zoning districts and on structures with legal non-residential uses in residential zoning 
districts, upon satisfaction of the applicable permit requirements. 
 
(C). Prohibited Murals. The following are prohibited: 
 

(1) Murals on structures with solely a single-family or multi-family residential 
use and associated accessory structures in residential zoning districts. 
 
(2) Murals which would resu1t in a property becoming out of compliance with the 
provisions of City Code, or land use conditions of approval for the development on 
which the mural is to be located. 

 
     (3) Murals of any material characterized as "obscenity'' as defined by Section     
     6-2-8-3 of the City Code. 

 
(D). Administrative Review Process. Art murals are subject to application and approval by City 
of Pekin Zoning Department. If an application is denied by the City of Pekin Zoning Department 
the applicant may seek approval from the Pekin Planning Commission upon submittal of an 
application pursuant to Section 9-2-7 of the City Code and the following: 
 

(1) Building elevation drawn to scale, and one 8.5" x 11" reduction suitable for     
photo copying, that identifies: 

 
(a) The fade on which the mural is proposed; 

 
(b) The location of existing and proposed murals; 

 
(c) The mural dimensions; 

 
(d) The height of the mural above grade; and 

 
(2) Site plan drawn to scale and one 8.5'' x 11 " reduction suitable for photocopying 
that identifies: 

 
(b) Property lines; 

 
(b) Building location and façade on which the mural will be located; 

 
(c) Names of streets that abut site; and 

 
(d) North arrow. 



 
                (3) Written description of the type of mural (painted, mosaic, etc.) and details  
                showing how the mural is affixed to the wall surface. 
 
                (4) Written consent from the building owner. 
 
                (5) No fee is required for approval of a mural. 
 
 (E). Design Requirements. 
 

(1) Mural size and materials: 
 

(a) No part of the mural shall exceed 30 feet in height or higher than the 
floor level of the third floor, measured from grade, for projects on buildings 
greater than two stories, whichever is more restrictive. Any mural exceeding 
the permitted height shall be subject to the Special Use review process 
pursuant to Section 9-10-8-2(0). 

 
(b)The mural shall not extend more than 6 inches from the plane of the wall  
upon which it is tiled or painted or to which it is affixed. 

 
(F). Expiration, Maintenance, Alterations, and Removal of Mural. 
 

(1) Expiration. If the mural is not completed within six months of issuance of a 
mural permit, the permit is void, and no further work on the mural may be done at 
the premises until a new permit has been secured. 

 
(2) Maintenance. Building owners are responsible for ensuring that a permitted 
mural is maintained in good condition and is repaired in the case of vandalism or 
accidental destruction. Muralists and building owners are encouraged to consider 
protective clear top coatings, cleanable surfaces, and/or other measures that will 
discourage vandalism or facilitate easier and cheaper repair of the mural if needed. 

 
(3) Alterations to the mural area may be allowed, but must be approved by obtaining 
new permit through the process described in Section 9-10-8-2(0). 

 
(4) Grandfather Clause. Any displays constituting murals under this Section 
currently in existence at the time of approval of this ordinance shall be deemed to 
be allowed under this ordinance. Any material alterations, other than routine 
maintenance, to such a mural would be subject to the provisions herein. 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that all other parts of the Code of the City of Pekin 1995 

as amended except as modified herein are hereby reaffirmed and ratified and are in full force and 

effect. 



BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that all other parts of the Code of the City of Pekin 1995 

as amended except as modified herein are hereby reaffirmed and are in full force and effect. 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that all other parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are 

hereby repealed. 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this Ordinance shall be in full force and effect upon 

its passage and approval and publication as required by law. 

PASSED AND APPROVED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Pekin, 

this ___ day of _____________, 2016; and upon roll call the vote was as follows: 

AYES: _____________ 

NAY _____________ 

ABSENT: _____________ 

ABSTAINING: _____________ 

 
APPROVED this ___ day of ______________, 2016. 
 

 
 
 
_______________________ 
MAYOR 

ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________ 
CITY CLERK 
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Resolution of Support for Matching Funds Application for PPUATS Special Transportation Projects 

Resolution No. ________ 

 
WHEREAS, the Peoria-Pekin Urbanized Area Transportation Study (PPUATS) supported by Tri-County 
Regional Planning Commission established in 1958 to promote intergovernmental cooperation, regional 
planning, and a vision for the future with services including regional projects, Long Range Transportation 
Plan and Transportation Improvement Program; and 

WHEREAS, City of Pekin transportation projects are included in the Tri-County plans to be eligible for 
Federal funding along with regional support for economic impact; and 

WHEREAS, Front Street Improvements, an estimated six million project to provide commitment to 
current industries, greater accessibility for growth and workforce, increased efficiency on movement of 
goods and improvement of safety; and 

WHEREAS, to include multi-modal transportation systems within the Front Street corridor to enhance 
logistics connectivity for existing businesses, growth opportunities and new business industries for 
modes of transportation of barge, rail, road and air; and 

WHEREAS, City of Pekin presentation for Front Street Improvements as a top ranked project for the 
Greater Peoria Region included in the Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) for 
Federal Economic Development Administration (EDA) funds was supported by EDA representatives for 
the inclusion of Multi-Modal components; and 

WHEREAS, Tri-County Regional Planning PPUATS call for projects for FY 2017 Special Transportation 
Projects application for $90,000 to support a multi-modal planning study to define existing 
infrastructure, freight movement for barge, rail, truck and air, locations for enhanced multi-modal 
facility to include Pekin site with existing Port Terminal permit good through 2017; and 

WHEREAS, City of Pekin collaboration with Regional TransPORT and Peoria County to apply for Special 
Transportation Project funds for a joint application to Tri-County Regional Planning with a scope of work 
to include assessment of multi-modal planning and the function TransPORT as a State of Illinois 
appointed District to engage in multi-modal development; and 

WHEREAS, City of Pekin Council’s approval of a not to exceed amount of $10,000 for City of Pekin to 
provide local match to the $90,000 Special Transportation Project issued through PPUATS; City funds 
being issued from South Industrial Park Conservation TIF for Pekin’s potential multi-modal locations; and 

WHEREAS, City of Pekin Council’s approval will enable Pekin to make a joint application for Special 
Transportation Projects with study money to be administered through Tri-County Regional Planning; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Pekin Council does hereby resolve to support the 
joint application and local City of Pekin match of $10,000 to apply for multi-modal and TransPORT 
planning study to Tri-County Regional Planning PPUATS,  

PAASED BY THE PEKIN CITY COUNCIL, STATE OF ILLINOIS AND APPROVED THIS 25th DAY OF APRIL, 2016. 

Ayes: _______ 

Nays: _______ 

Absent: ______ 
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