
City of Pekin 
_____________________________________________      

 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MONDAY, MAY 23, 2011 
5:30 P.M. 

 
 1 2 

1.0 CALL TO ORDER   

2.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE     
Mayor Laurie L. Barra 

  

3.0 ROLL CALL 
Clerk to Call the Roll 

  

4.0 APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

ACTION:  Motion to approve the meeting agenda.  

VOTE REQUIRED 

  

5.0 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

ACTION:  Motion to approve minutes of Regular Council Meeting of May 9, 2011, 
the Regular Council Meeting of May 9, 6:00 p.m., the Special Council Meetings of 
May 11, 12, 13, 2011.  

              VOTE REQUIRED 

  

6.0 PUBLIC INPUT ON AGENDA ITEMS 

Speakers to state name, address, and spell last name. Speakers will be given 5 
minutes to address the Council.  Questions unrelated to agenda items are accepted 
during “Public Questions” near the end of the meeting. 

  

7.0 CONSENT AGENDA   

7.1  Receive and File Monthly Reports and Minutes: Fire Department April 
Report, Traffic Safety Committee Minutes dated May 6, 2011,  Airport May Minutes.   

 5 

7.2 Proclamation: Public Works Week May 15-21, 2011.  3 

7.3 Receive and File Pekin Planning Commission Minutes Dated May 11, 2011.   5 

7.4 Receive and File Pekin Planning Commission Recommendations/Hearings: 
a.   Hearing #11-1832 Recommends approval of the Site Plan for Outdoor Sales & 

Storage located at 3315 Court Street. 
b.   Hearing #11-1833 Recommends approval of the Special Use for Outdoor 

Sales & Storage located at 3315 Court Street. 
c.   Hearing #11-1834 Recommends approval of the Site Plan for Auto Repair &        

Sales located at 201 N. Capitol Street.                                                                            
d.   Hearing #11-1835 Recommends approval of the Special Use for Auto Repair 

& Sales located at 201 N. Capitol Street.   

RS 1 



 
ACTION: Motion to approve all items listed on the Consent Agenda by Omnibus 
Vote. 

VOTE REQUIRED TO APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA 

  

8.0 NEW BUSINESS   

8.1  Resolution No. 2–11/12 – Appointment of Council Member  
 
DESCRIPTION:  The Mayor’s appointment with consent of Council to fill the 
vacancy due to the resignation and election of Mayor Laurie Barra.    
 
ACTION: Motion to adopt the resolution. 
 

               VOTE REQUIRED 

M 5 

8.2  OATH OF OFFICE 
 The Clerk to administer the Oath of Office to newly appointed Council Member.  
 

SM 5 

8.3  Special Use 
 
DESCRIPTION:  Recommendation of the Pekin Planning Commission to approve 
the Special Use for automotive repair business and vehicle sales.  Affordable Auto 
Repair and Sales to relocate from outgrown location on Broadway to 201 N. Capitol 
Street. 
 
ACTION: Motion to approve the Special Use. 
 
VOTE REQUIRED 

RS 1 

8.4  Site Plan 
 
DESCRIPTION:  Recommendation of the Pekin Planning Commission to approve 
the Site Plan for automotive repair business and vehicle sales for Affordable Auto 
Repair at 201 N. Capitol Street.    
 
ACTION: Motion to approve the Site Plan. 
 
VOTE REQUIRED 

RS 1 

8.5  Special Use 
 
DESCRIPTION:  Recommendation of the Pekin Planning Commission to approve 
the Special Use for outdoor sales and storage area. Big “R” Store to locate in former 
Sears Store 3315 Court Street. 
  
ACTION: Motion to approve the Special Use. 
 
VOTE REQUIRED 

RS 1 

8.6  Site Plan 
 
DESCRIPTION:  Recommendation of the Pekin Planning Commission to approve 
the Site Plan for outdoor sales and storage area for Big “R” Stores at 3315 Court St.   
 
ACTION: Motion to approve the Site Plan. 
 
VOTE REQUIRED 

RS 1 



8.7  Agreement with Big “R” 
 
DESCRIPTION:  EDAC Economic Development Advisory Commission’s 
recommendation to approve an agreement for terms in repayment of $225,000 loan 
to new business locating in Pekin.    
 
ACTION: Motion to adopt the resolution. 
 
VOTE REQUIRED 

LM 1 

8.8  Ordinance No. 2639-11/12  Amending Title 6, Chapter 2, Section 12 of 
the Code of the City of Pekin Regarding Citation Charging Violation  
 
DESCRIPTION: Additional municipal ordinance violations available for pre-court 
settlement.  Gives defendants option to settle and avoid court costs by making over 
the counter payment. 
   
(1) Failure to Inoculate an Animal 6-3-12 $150.00 and 
(2) Truck off Truck Route 8-1-9 $150.00     
 
ACTION: Motion to adopt the ordinance. 
 
VOTE REQUIRED 

GN 2 

8.9  Ordinance No. 1462-A305-11/12 – Amending the Traffic Code of the 
City of Pekin 1995 Title 8, Chapter 4, Section 1.D. Regarding No Parking 
Schedule 
 
DESCRIPTION: Recommendation of the Traffic Safety Committee to restrict 
parking in the turn lanes at the intersections of Willow @ Parkway, Sheridan @ 
Parkway, Willow @ 14th, and Sheridan @ 14th     
 
ACTION: Motion to adopt the ordinance. 
 
VOTE REQUIRED 

GN 2 

8.10  Amendment to the Municipal Collections Systems Agreement  
 
DESCRIPTION: Amends the existing agreement with MCSI for collection of 
unpaid parking tickets so the City receives a larger percentage from 50% to 65% of 
receipts. 
 
ACTION: Motion to approve the amendment. 
 
VOTE REQUIRED 

GN 2 

8.11  Sanitary Sewer Repair Project – 1700 Block Valle Vista 
 
DESCRIPTION: repair of short section of sanitary sewer line that has been 
damaged and experiences continued problems with flow and causing settlement of 
the street.  Proposals were requested from 4 contractors.     
 
ACTION: Motion to approve the low proposal in an amount not to exceed $29,000 
and award the contract to Illinois Civil Contractors, Inc. 
 
VOTE REQUIRED 

JW 3 



8.12  Vehicle Maintenance Agreement with Tazewell County Government 
 

               DESCRIPTION: Tazewell County vehicles maintained by the City. The agreement 
                is extended by two-years with the hourly mechanic rate held at $65 per hour;  
                parts are cost plus 28% and fuel is cost plus $0.05/gallon.    

   
ACTION: Motion to approve the agreement. 
 
VOTE REQUIRED 

JW 5 

8.13  Vehicle Maintenance Agreement with Head Start 
 

              DESCRIPTION: Head Start vehicles maintained by the City.  The agreement 
               is extended by two-years with the hourly mechanic rate held at $65 per hour;  
                parts are cost plus 28% and fuel is cost plus $0.05/gallon.    
 

ACTION: Motion to approve the agreement. 
 
VOTE REQUIRED 

JW 5 

8.14  Resolution No. 3-11/12 – Annual Appointments 
 
DESCRIPTION:  The Mayor’s appointments and re-appointments with Council’s 
consent, to several committees, boards and commission that have expired terms.    
 
ACTION: Motion to adopt the resolution. 
 
VOTE REQUIRED 

M 5 

9.0 ANY OTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE COUNCIL 
  

9.1 Council Members 
  

9.2 Staff 
  

9.3 Five Minute Public Questions 
  

9.4 Press Time 
 

  

10.0 EXECUTIVE SESSION 
5 ILCS 120/2 ( c) (2) Collective Bargaining. 
 

CM 5 

11.0 ADJOURN  
 
NO VOTE REQUIRED 

  

 
Column 1 Key: 
 

CM Council Members   JW Public Works Director Joe Wuellner 
M Mayor Laurie Barra   RS Code Enforcement Officer Ron Sieh 
GN Police Chief Greg Nelson  LM Economic Development Director 
SM City Clerk Sue McMillan   FM City Manager Frank Mackaman 
 

Column 2 Key: 
 

1     A Prosperous Community. To promote and sustain a balanced economy that supports 
expansion and retention of family-wage jobs. 



2    A Safe Community. To protect community life and property by providing effective, 
principled police and fire services. 
3    A Strong Foundation. To improve and maintain existing infrastructure and leverage 
opportunities for new infrastructure. 
4    A High Quality of Life. To support or provide services that improve the quality of life for 
Pekin’s residents. 
5    An Effective Government. To deliver effectively the services that Pekin’s residents want, 
need, and are willing to support. 
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   *********************************************************************************** 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PEKIN, ILLINOIS, 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL 

111 SOUTH CAPITOL STREET 
ON MONDAY, MAY 9, 2011 AT 5:30 O'CLOCK P.M. 

RUSTY L. DUNN, MAYOR PRESIDING 
PRESENT: COUNCIL MEMBERS, KORTKAMP, ABEL, BARRA, SCHMIDGALL, BLANCHARD, 

STRAND, AND DUNN 
ABSENT: NONE  

********************************************************************************** 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Rusty L. Dunn. 
 
Roll was called and all Council Members were present.  
 
AGENDA 
Motion by Council Member Schmidgall, seconded by Council Member Blanchard, that the agenda be 
approved as presented. On roll call vote all present voted Aye.   
 
MINUTES 
Motion by Council Member Strand, seconded by Council Member Abel, that the minutes of the Regular 
City Council Meeting of April 25, 2011 be approved as written.  On roll call vote, all present voted Aye.   
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion by Council Member Strand, seconded by Council Member Kortkamp, that the CONSENT 
AGENDA be approved as presented. Mayor Dunn presented the following for consideration of the 
Consent Agenda items by Omnibus Vote. 

7.1 Receive and File Monthly Reports and Minutes: Liquor Commission 
unapproved minutes dated April 28, 2011.  

7.2 Receive and File Illinois Secretary of State Certificate of official 2010 
Decennial Census figure 34,094 

On roll call vote, all present voted Aye. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Motion by Council Member Blanchard, seconded by Council Member Barra, that the low bid in the amount of 
$346,290.59 for PEKIN AIRPORT EAST RAMP REHABILITATION PROJECT be accepted and the 
contract awarded to R.A. Cullinan & Son. Public Works Director Joseph Wuellner advised the Council that 
two bids were received for the mill and resurfacing of the general aviation ramp from 2 Years entitlement 
funding. The bid was below estimate. The funding would be 95% federal and 5% city/state split, estimated at 
$10,000.00 Pekin’s share. On roll call vote all present voted Aye. 
 
Motion by Council Member Kortkamp, seconded by Council Member Strand, that the AMENDMENT NO. 1 
TO THE AGREEMENT FOR ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE WASTEWATER TREATMENT 
PLANT #1 PHASE 2 IMPROVEMENTS, be approved. Mr. Wuellner requested Council’s approval to 
amend the Farnsworth Group design contract to incorporate language concerning Discrimination and 
Disadvantaged Business Enterprises as required to receive financial assistance from IEPA. Council was advised 
that there was no cost for the change. On roll call vote all present voted Aye. 
 
Motion by Council Member Abel, seconded by Council Member Kortkamp, that the RESIGNATION OF 
LAURIE BARRA AS COUNCIL MEMBER be accepted. Council Member Barra formally presented her 
resignation and relinquished her seat to be sworn in as Mayor. On roll call vote all present voted Aye. 
 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE COUNCIL 
Council Member Blanchard encouraged those people seeking employment to attend a Job Fair for 30 positions 
that would be held Saturday May 14, 2011 from 8:00 a.m. – noon at the Marine Corps League. 
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Council Member Barra thanked Mayor Dunn, Council Member Kortkamp and Council Member Strand who 
would be leaving office. She stated the highest honor a person can give to the community was to be a public 
servant and felt each had been successful in their endeavor. 
 
Council Member Kortkamp thanked her family in attendance for their support during her term in office, the staff 
for the job they do, the managers for the coordination of staff and council. She encouraged citizens to stay 
involved and noted the different perspective that females could give to service in government. She noted it was 
unique for the City that three women served at once on the Council. She wished the community continued 
prosperity. 
 
Council Member Strand expressed appreciation to the Council and staff. She recognized Clerk Sue McMillan for 
her job in preparing the Council with materials to look good at the meetings. She thanked Mayor Dunn for serving 
after the death of Mayor David Tebben and felt in a difficult situation an excellent job was done. She hoped the 
voters that elected her were satisfied with her representation on the Council. 
 
Council Member Abel stated he would miss the three members leaving.  He felt each contributed well to the 
Council and that Mayor Dunn was a professional representative to the City locally and regionally. 
 
Council Member Schmidgall expressed appreciation to out going members for serving on the Council. 
 
Mayor Dunn felt each member leaving wanted to do something positive and move things forward. He said it was a 
privilege and an honor to have served the community the last four years. He extended his best wishes to the newly 
elected Mayor and felt under her leadership the Council would continue to move forward.    
  
Public Works Director Joseph Wuellner told Council of the success of the weekend Spruce Up Pekin event and 
expressed appreciation to all that helped. 
 
Interim City Manager Frank Mackaman thanked the Council Member for their selflessness in serving and 
informed them that the staff backed up the sentiment with gifts.  Council Members Strand and Barra were 
presented the City Flag in an appropriate display box.  Mayor Rusty Dunn was given an engraved over-sized 
ceremonial gavel noting his years of service to the City. 
 
Police Chief Greg Nelson announced a fundraising basketball tournament between 8 agencies on Saturday, May 
14, 2011 beginning 8:30 a.m. at Pekin Community High School.  The competition would include fire, police, 
deputy sheriffs to raise funds for Special Olympics. 
 
George Ohnemus 1417 Willow Street addressed the Council regarding concerns he had on matters of replacing a 
traffic sign at 11th and Margaret, time limit for public input at Council meetings, bid contract not properly issued, 
and the Mayor’s appointment other than a person who runs for office. 
    
 
No further business to come before the Council, motion by Council Member Kortkamp, seconded by Council 
Member Strand that THIS COUNCIL ADJOURN SINE DIE.  On roll call vote, all present voted Aye. 
 
COUNCIL ADJOURNED SINE DIE AT 5:50 P.M. 
 
Sue E. McMillan 
City Clerk 
 
ADMINISTERING THE OATHS OF OFFICE 
 
Husband and Notary Bob Barra administered the Oath of Office to newly elected Mayor Laurie L. Barra. 
 
City Clerk Sue E. McMillan administered the Oath of Office to the following newly elected Council Members: 
 
Council Member John E. Neumann 
Council Member Cody Hendricks 
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   *********************************************************************************** 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PEKIN, ILLINOIS, 

HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL 
111 SOUTH CAPITOL STREET 

ON MONDAY, MAY 9, 2011 AT 6:00 O'CLOCK P.M. 
LAURIE L. BARRA, MAYOR PRESIDING 

PRESENT: COUNCIL MEMBERS, ABEL, SCHMIDGALL, BLANCHARD, NEUMANN, 
HENDRICKS, AND BARRA 

ABSENT: NONE  
********************************************************************************** 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Laurie L. Barra assisted by her grandchildren Maddison, 
Cameron, And Brayden. 
 
Roll was called and all Council Members were present.  
 
AGENDA 
Motion by Council Member Schmidgall, seconded by Council Member Abel, that the agenda be approved 
as presented. On roll call vote all present voted Aye.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 

RESOLUTION NO. 1-11/12 
APPOINTMENT OF A MAYOR PRO TEM AND ALTERNATE 

Motion by Council Member Schmidgall, seconded by Council Member Blanchard that Resolution No. 1-
11/12 be adopted. Pursuant to Resolution No. 22-07/08 of the City of Pekin, adopted November 26, 
2007, the following members of this Council are approved as the Mayor’s appointments to their 
respective positions:  
Mayor Pro-Tem Council Member John Abel 
1st Alternate Council Member Chad Schmidgall 
On roll call vote, all present voted Aye. 
 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE COUNCIL 
Council Member Blanchard congratulated Mayor Barra in winning the municipal election and expressed 
appreciation in running a clean campaign.  He welcomed the new members. 
 
Council Member Neumann thanked those that elected him and pledged to represent all of Pekin. He stated he 
would research issues that came before the Council and then make decision on what was best for the City and not 
what may be best for special interest groups.  He noted he was open to all communication. When contacted by e-
mail he requested that the sender’s name and phone number be placed in the subject line in order for him to 
answer them personally by phone. 
 
Council Member Hendricks also thanked the public for their support in the election.  He stated he was looking 
forward to serving on the Council.  He would respond to constituents and could be reached by phone with all  
ideas or concerns.   
 
Council Member Abel thanked the community for the confidence they had in him and for re-electing him for his 
second term on Council. He spoke of the work that the new Council would be pursuing in their initial week in 
hiring a new city manager. 
 
Council Member Schmidgall congratulated all members of the new Council. 
 
Mayor Barra thanked her family for their support.  She expressed appreciation to the voters for allowing her to 
serve as mayor. She stated she was humbled and looked forward to begin work with the new administration.  She 
announced that the new Council would hit the ground running by setting up Special Executive Session Meetings 
during the end of the week to interview candidates for the city manager position.   
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Eva Arnold, 1008 Cambridge Court, addressed the Council regarding severe flooding of the street every time it 
rains, putting home, autos and properties at risk for water damage, mold, health hazards, and physical harm.  She 
submitted for the record a petition to stop the flooding of the neighborhood streets at the intersections of Oxford, 
Cambridge Court, and Shire Avenue.  The petition of the neighbors requested the City of Pekin to permanently 
fix the problems with drainage and sewer systems.    
 
 
No further business to come before the Council, Mayor Barra adjourned the meeting. 
 
COUNCIL ADJOURNED AT 6:10 P.M. 
 
 
 
Sue E. McMillan 
City Clerk 
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   *********************************************************************************** 
PROCEEDINGS OF A SPECIAL MEETING 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PEKIN, ILLINOIS, 
HELD AT THE DIRKSEN CONGRESSIONAL CENTER 

2815 BROADWAY ROAD 
ON WEDNESDAY, MAY 11, 2011 AT 5:00 O'CLOCK P.M. 

LAURIE L. BARRA, MAYOR PRESIDING 
 
PRESENT: COUNCIL MEMBERS, ABEL, SCHMIDGALL, BLANCHARD, NEUMANN, 

HENDRICKS, AND BARRA 
 
ABSENT: NONE  

********************************************************************************** 
Mayor Barra called the meeting to order at 5:05 p.m. 
 
Roll was called and all Council Members were present.  
 
AGENDA 
Motion by Council Member Neumann, seconded by Council Member Abel, that the agenda be approved as 
presented. On roll call vote all present voted Aye.   
 
BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE COUNCIL 
Council set special meetings to fill the position of City Manager to be held on May 11, 12, 13 and possibility 
posted for Monday, May 16, 2011.  Notice was properly posted and Council received notice of the special 
meetings on May 6, 2011. 
 
Council discussed the flow and procedures for the interview process for the first candidate. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (3). THE SELECTION OF A PERSON TO FILL A PUBLIC OFFICE. 
 
Motion by Council Member Schmidgall, seconded by Council Member Neumann, that the Council move to 
Executive Session at 5:15 P.M. to discuss 5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (3). The selection of a person to fill a public 
office in the position of City Manager. On roll call vote all present voted Aye. 
 
No further business to come before the Council, Mayor Barra adjourned the meeting in open session. 
 
COUNCIL ADJOURNED AT 7:35 P.M. 
 
 
 
Sue E. McMillan 
City Clerk 
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   *********************************************************************************** 
PROCEEDINGS OF A SPECIAL MEETING 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PEKIN, ILLINOIS, 
HELD AT THE DIRKSEN CONGRESSIONAL CENTER 

2815 BROADWAY ROAD 
ON THURSDAY, MAY 12, 2011 AT 2:30 O'CLOCK P.M. 

LAURIE L. BARRA, MAYOR PRESIDING 
 
PRESENT: COUNCIL MEMBERS, ABEL, BLANCHARD, NEUMANN, HENDRICKS, AND 

BARRA 
 
ABSENT: SCHMIDGALL  
 

********************************************************************************** 
Mayor Barra called the meeting to order at 2:45 p.m. 
 
Roll was called and all Council Members were present except Council Member Schmidgall.  Council 
Member Schmidgall entered the meeting at 5:15 p.m.  
 
AGENDA 
Motion by Council Member Abel, seconded by Council Member Hendricks, that the agenda be approved 
as presented. On roll call vote all present voted Aye.   
 
BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE COUNCIL 
Council set special meetings to fill the position of City Manager to be held on May 11, 12, 13 and possibility 
posted for Monday, May 16, 2011.  Notice was properly posted and Council received notice of the special 
meetings on May 6, 2011. 
 
Council discussed the flow and procedures for the interview process for the second and third candidates. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
5 ILCS 120/2 (C) (3). THE SELECTION OF A PERSON TO FILL A PUBLIC OFFICE 
 
Motion by Council Member Abel, seconded by Council Member Hendricks, that the Council move to 
Executive Session at 3:00 P.M. to discuss 5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (3). The selection of a person to fill a public 
office in the position of City Manager.  On roll call vote all present voted Aye. 
 
Motion by Council Member Neumann, seconded by Council Member Schmidgall that Council adjourn.  
Approved by viva voce vote.  
 
No further business to come before the Council, Mayor Barra adjourned the meeting in open session. 
 
COUNCIL ADJOURNED AT 7:40 P.M. 
 
 
 
Sue E. McMillan 
City Clerk 
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   *********************************************************************************** 
PROCEEDINGS OF A SPECIAL MEETING 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PEKIN, ILLINOIS, 
HELD AT THE DIRKSEN CONGRESSIONAL CENTER 

2815 BROADWAY ROAD 
ON FRIDAY, MAY 13, 2011 AT 2:30 O'CLOCK P.M. 

LAURIE L. BARRA, MAYOR PRESIDING 
 
PRESENT: COUNCIL MEMBERS, ABEL, BLANCHARD, NEUMANN, HENDRICKS, 

SCHMIDGALL, AND BARRA 
 
ABSENT: NONE 
 

********************************************************************************** 
Mayor Barra called the meeting to order at 2:45 p.m. 
 
Roll was called and all Council Members were present.   
 
AGENDA 
Motion by Council Member Neumann, seconded by Council Member Abel, that the agenda be approved as 
presented. On roll call vote all present voted Aye.   
 
BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE COUNCIL 
Council set special meetings to fill the position of City Manager to be held on May 11, 12, 13 and possibility 
posted for Monday, May 16, 2011.  Notice was properly posted and Council received notice of the special 
meetings on May 6, 2011. 
 
Council discussed the flow and procedures for the interview process for the fourth and fifth candidates. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
5 ILCS 120/2 (C) (3). THE SELECTION OF A PERSON TO FILL A PUBLIC OFFICE 
 
Motion by Council Member Neumann, seconded by Council Member Abel, that the Council move to 
Executive Session at 3:00 P.M. to discuss 5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (3). The selection of a person to fill a public 
office in the position of City Manager and the selection of a person to fill the vacancy on the Council. 
 
Motion by Council Member Schmidgall, seconded by Council Member Neumann that Council adjourn. 
Approved by viva voce vote. 
 
No further business to come before the Council the meeting adjourned in open session. 
 
COUNCIL ADJOURNED AT 7:50 P.M. 
 
 
 
Sue E. McMillan 
City Clerk 
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Pekin Planning Commission Minutes 
May 11, 2011 

 
Present:                     Absent: 
Dick Cohenour       Ron Knautz 
Jim Bradshaw       Daryl Dagit  
Don Hild         
Bill Craig, Chairman  
Steve Huey  
Steve Thompson  
Jim Jones 
 
Chairman, Bill Craig led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
Chairman, Bill Craig introduced the new commission member Steve Thompson. 
 
Steve Thompson gave a brief description of his experience. 
 
The regular meeting of the Pekin Planning Commission was called to order and a 
quorum was declared. 
 
Staff Present: Ron Sieh and Attorney Sue Bosich 
 
Chairman, Bill Craig asked for the approval of the Agenda.   
  

MOTION by Jim Jones, Seconded by Dick Cohenour to Approve the Agenda as      
presented.  On roll call vote, All present voted AYE.  MOTION APPROVED. 
  

Chairman, Bill Craig asked for the Approval of the April 13, 2011 minutes. 
  
MOTION by Steve Huey, Seconded by Don Hild to Approve the April 13, 2011 
minutes as presented.  On roll call vote, All present voted AYE.  MOTION 
APPROVED. 
 

City Council Action Report:  
 April 25, 2011 Council Meeting: 
Received and filed the minutes from the April 13, 2011 meeting. 
 
Approved the following recommendations for Hearings:   
Hearing #11-1830 & 11-1831 / To Approve the Site Plan and Special Use for an 
Outdoor Sales Flea Market at 229 Washington Street. 
 
PPC Correspondence: No Correspondence 

Application #1:  Big R, Michael Ishmiel, Facility Manager 
 
Hearing #1 (11-1832 & 11-1833): Site Plan and Special Use for Outdoor Sales and Storage 
located at 3315 Court Street with the Legal Description as described in Exhibit “A” and PIN 
#11-11-07-107-003 in Tazewell County, Illinois. 
  
Open Public Hearing:  6:34pm 
 
Michael Ishmiel, Facility Manager for Big R from Gillman, IL gave a brief description  
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of his case and remained for questions. He stated there will be one 75 x 200 Farm Item  
storage area and a 28 x 17 Propane sales and refill area. 
 
Close Public Hearing: 6:37pm 
 
Site Plan Review Committee: 
Don Hild, Chairman 
 
Don Hild stated there was no committee meeting and turned it over to the Pekin  
Planning Commission. 
 
 
Don Hild questioned if there was still the required amount of parking with the  
exclusion of the front corner two acres. 
 
Ron Sieh confirmed parking requirements are still met with the exclusion of the front  
two acres. 
 
Steve Thompson asked if all permits have been obtained from the State Fire Marshalls  
Office for the propane storage area. 
 
Ron Sieh confirmed that all of the proper paperwork was received by email from the  
State Fire Marshall on Friday. 
 
Motion by Don Hild, seconded by Jim Jones to Approve the Site Plan as  
presented.  On Roll Call Vote.  All Present Voted AYE. Motion Approved.   
 
 
Special Use Review Committee: 
Steve Huey, Chairman 
 
Steve Huey stated there was no committee meeting and turned it over to the 
Pekin Planning Commission. 
 
Dick Cohenour asked for an explanation for Outdoor Sales. 
 
Michael Ishmiel stated it was basically for the Propane sales and the other  
Farm items in storage outside. 
 
Motion by Steve Huey, seconded by Jim Bradshaw to Approve the Special Use for  
Outdoor Sales and Storage.  On Roll Call Vote.  All Present Voted AYE.  Motion  
Approved.   
 
 
Application #2:  Affordable Auto Repair and Sales, Sarah & Courtney Tracy and  
Janet Homerin 
 
Hearing #2 (11-1834 & 11-1835): Site Plan and Special Use for Auto Repair and Sales 
located at 201 N Capitol Street with the Legal Description of Original Town SE ¼ Sec 34 
Lots 9,10,11,12 and 13 Block 49 and PIN #04-04-34-420-006 in Tazewell County, Illinois. 
  
Open Public Hearing:  6:41pm 
 
Sarah Tracy, 2025 Windsor, Co-Owner of Business stated her case and remained for  
questions. 
 
Close Public Hearing: 6:43pm 
 
Site Plan Review Committee: 
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Don Hild, Chairman 
 
Don Hild stated there was no committee meeting and turned it over to the Pekin  
Planning Commission. 
 
Dick Cohenour questioned how far back the facility set from the road. 
 
Sarah Tracy shared that there is a sign on the site plan where the property  
starts.  The State requires a separation of cars for repair and cars for sale  
and that is indicated by color on the site plan. 
 
Steve Thompson questioned why a Special Use is needed since this was already a  
car dealership. 
 
Don Hild explained that the Special Use expired. 
 
Jim Bradshaw stated they are basically asking for the auto repair. 
 
Jim Jones stated this is in character with the neighborhood. 
 
Sarah Tracy stated she also included a map showing similar businesses. 
 
Bill Craig asked if the parking was striped.  Stated it would keep the area  
orderly if striped. 
 
Sarah Tracy stated she has no problem striping the lot. 
 
Steve Huey commented that he would like to see the lot in a neat order.  What  
would they do if more than four cars were for sale since it site plan indicates  
there is only room for four. 
 
Jim Jones would like to see a stipulation that no cars are allowed on the  
corner of the lot. 
 
Steve Huey stated the structure would not allow for corner usage. 
 
Dick Cohenour stated that if the roadways change from one-way to two-way it  
would then become a Safety Committee issue and not the Commissions. 
 
Motion by Don Hild, seconded by Dick Cohenour to Approve the Site Plan as  
presented.  On Roll Call Vote.  All Present Voted AYE. Motion Approved.   
 
Special Use Review Committee: 
Steve Huey, Chairman 
 
Steve Huey stated there was no committee meeting and turned it over to the 
Pekin Planning Commission. 
 
Jim Bradshaw feels that this company has shown disregard since being on  
Broadway for Special Use, restrictions and ordinances.  If Route 9 changes this  
area will become a gateway corner.  Questioned approving a business that has  
such disregard for authority. 
 
Sarah and Courtney Tracy stated they had outgrown their current area and that  
is why they are back for another Special Use.  The current area on N Capitol  
accommodates their business needs at this time.  Cars on the corner in the  
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grass did not belong to Affordable.  Yes, there were some cars that belonged to  
Affordable farther back on the property. 
 
Bill Craig asked how many employees there are. 
 
Courtney Tracy stated they currently have (6) six employees. 
 
Steve Huey questioned their intentions for possibly another business renting  
the front dead space at the N Capitol building. 
 
Ron Sieh stated if it is another business.  It will become a mixed use.  The  
restrictions would require fire walls, separate restroom facilities, separate  
meters.  It will be more than just leasing the space. 
  
 
Motion by Steve Huey, seconded by Dick Cohenour to Approve the Special Use for  
Auto Repair & Sales located at 201 N Capitol Street.  On Roll Call Vote.  (6) 
Six Present Voted AYE.  (1) One Present (Jim Bradshaw) Voted NAYE.  Motion  
Approved.   
 
Election of Officers: Chairman and Vice Chairman 
 
Motion by Steve Huey, seconded by Steve Thompson to Elect Bill Craig as  
CHAIRMAN of the Commission for a two year term or until their term on the  
Commission expires.  On Roll Call Vote.  (6) Six Present Voted AYE.  (1) One  
Present (Bill Craig) ABSTAINED.  Motion Approved.   
 
Motion by Steve Huey, seconded by Steve Thompson to Elect Don Hild as  
VICE CHAIRMAN of the Commission for a two year term or until their term on the  
Commission expires.  On Roll Call Vote.  (6) Six Present Voted AYE.  (1) One  
Present (Don Hild) ABSTAINED.  Motion Approved.   
 
Jim Bradshaw turned in his ordinance book and announced his resignation as a  
Commission member. 
 
Motion by Chairman Bill Craig, seconded by Steve Huey to Thank Jim Bradshaw for  
his service and great work that he has done for the City of Pekin since 1997. 
By Acclamation All Present Agreed. 
 
Informal:  Ron Sieh, reminded the Commission of their obligations, duties and  
boundaries of their governing body.   
 
Motion by Bill Craig, Chairman seconded by Dick Cohenour to Adjourn the  
meeting.  On Roll Call Vote.  All Present Voted AYE.  Motion Approved 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:25PM. 
 
Juanita K VanBuskirk, Secretary 
Pekin Planning Commission 
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