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City of Pekin 
 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MONDAY, JUNE 14, 2010 
 5:30 P.M. 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

     
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE     

Mayor Rusty L. Dunn 
    
 
III. ROLL CALL 
  Clerk to Call the Roll 
 
  
IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
   ACTION:  Motion to approve the meeting agenda. 
  
   VOTE REQUIRED 
 
 
V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
   ACTION:  Motion to approve minutes of Regular Council Meeting of May 24, 2010.   
      
   VOTE REQUIRED 
 
 
VI. PUBLIC INPUT ON AGENDA ITEMS 

Speakers to state name, address, and spell last name.  Questions unrelated to agenda items 
are accepted during “Public Questions” near the end of the meeting. 
 

 
VII. CONSENT AGENDA 

1. Receive and File Monthly Reports and Minutes: Police Report May, 2010,  Fire Report May 2010, 
 Traffic Safety Committee Minutes June 3, 2010, unapproved Liquor Commission Minutes 
 May 27, 2010, Building Department Reports March 2010, and  
 Tazewell County Animal Control May Report. 

 
  2. Charitable Solicitation: Midwest Central High School Cheerleaders Boosters   June 19, 2010   
      Pekin American Youth Basketball Tour 
      Pekin Amateur Hockey “Tag Day”   July 2 – July 3, 2010 
      Charles Hill Benefit 
 

3. Receive and File Library Annual Report  
 

4. Resolution No. 54-10/11 -  Annual Prevailing Wage 
   
  ACTION: Motion to approve all items listed on the Consent Agenda by Omnibus Vote. 
 

  VOTE REQUIRED TO APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA 
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VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

1. Installation of HAWK Traffic Light @ Coal Miners (JW) 
  DESCRIPTION: Approves starting the process for design, bid, and installation of  a crossing signal 
  that will stop Parkway traffic with a red light. Support received from Park District and School District.      
 

 ACTION: Motion to approve. 
  
 VOTE REQUIRED 

 
 

2. Sempra Energy Solutions Electric Power Agreement (JW) 
  DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the City Manager to negotiate a modification to the current 
  Electric Power Agreement with Sempra Energy Solutions to improve the price paid for the power.  
 

 ACTION: Motion to approve. 
  
 VOTE REQUIRED 

 
 

3. Ordinance No.  2622-10/11 – Amending Title 6-2-13 of the Code of the City of Pekin 1995 
Regarding Offences/Misdemeanors Presence on Riverfront Area or West Boat Ramp  (TM) 

  DESCRIPTION: regulates hours of “presence” on the riverfront from 10:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m. 
   to curtail criminal activities yet maintain access for fishermen and boaters. 
 

 ACTION: Motion to adopt the ordinance. 
  
 VOTE REQUIRED 

 
 
4. Ordinance No. 2621-10/11 – Amending Title 6- of the Code of the City of Pekin 1995 

Regarding NO PARKING SCHEDULE  (TM) 
  DESCRIPTION: recommendation of the Traffic Safety Committee to remove 2 hour parking  
  restriction on Hillyer and the 400 and 500 blocks of South 7th and 8th as requested by residents.  
 

 ACTION: Motion to adopt the ordinance. 
  
 VOTE REQUIRED     

 
 

5. Façade Grant Application for Seico Security (SB) 
  DESCRIPTION: Pekin Main Street Design Committee recommendation for $12,500.00 grant 
  replacing front windows and door, and other improvements to the exterior structure at 132 Court Street.    
 

 ACTION: Motion to approve the amount of $12,500.00. 
  
 VOTE REQUIRED 

 
 

6. Façade Grant Application for Salon Renaissance (SB) 
  DESCRIPTION: Pekin Main Street Design Committee recommendation for $6.328.85 grant 
  Replacing awning, sign, back entrance wall paint and roof repairs  
 

 ACTION: Motion to approve the amount of $6,328.85. 
  
 VOTE REQUIRED 
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7. Commercial Retail and Upper Story Housing Loan Program for Salon Renaissance  (SB) 

  DESCRIPTION: Request to approve eligible $ for retail opportunity on the 1st floor of  
  . 
    

 ACTION: Motion to approve. 
  
 VOTE REQUIRED 

 
8. Ordinance No. 2620-10/11 – Accepting An Agreement to Purchase and Authorizing the Purchase 
 of Real Property at 830 Brenkman Drive   (DK) 

  DESCRIPTION: Agreement with KEJM Properties for acquisition of the former Fort/Landmark 
  Automobile Dealership utilizing TIF 2 closed out dollars in the amount of $400,000. 
   

 ACTION: Motion to adopt the ordinance. 
  
 VOTE REQUIRED 

 
 
9. Second Amendment to Contract for Fire Protection and Emergency Services (KN) 

  DESCRIPTION: amends provision in the Powerton Fire Protection District contract 
  that Midwest Generation, LLC maintain an Incipient Fire Brigade and replaces with Fire Guides. 
  In exchange for the amendment the District will pay an additional $5,000 to purchase City 
  fire protection.  
        

 ACTION: Motion to approve the amendment. 
  
 VOTE REQUIRED 

 
 

10. Amendment to Development Agreement and Memorandums Therof  (JW) 
 DESCRIPTION: An original agreement and first amendment between the City,  
 Commerce Bank, and RER Enterprises was entered into in October 2000 to extend Cherry Lane 
  in the County Market Shopping Center. Amendment allows truck traffic and deliveries.  

  
         ACTION: Motion to approve the amendment.  

 
 VOTE REQUIRED 

 
 

11. Engineering Agreement with Jost / Becker /Jost Architects (JW) 
 DESCRIPTION: proposal for floor plan drawing of new three bay vehicle service building 
  at 1130 Koch Street to accommodate work area for the additional Hoyle buses and 
  an additional mechanic. 
 
 ACTION: Motion to approve the agreement in the amount of $29,600.00. 
  
 VOTE REQUIRED 
 
 
 12. Policy No. 4 – Second Amend City of Pekin Sanitary Backwater Valve Program Policy (JW) 
 DESCRIPTION: amends the program that increases the amount to allowed for reimbursement 
  from the City to have the backwater valve installed.  
 
 ACTION: Motion to adopt the policy. 
  
 VOTE REQUIRED 
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IX. ANY OTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE COUNCIL 
  Council Members 
  Staff 
  Public Questions 
  Press Time 

 
 

X. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 

 XI. ADJOURNMENT 
With no further action to come before the Council the Mayor declares meeting closed in open session. 
 
NO VOTE REQUIRED 
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*********************************************************************************** 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PEKIN, ILLINOIS, 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL 

111 SOUTH CAPITOL STREET 
ON MONDAY, MAY 24, 2010 AT 5:30 O'CLOCK P.M. 

RUSTY L. DUNN, MAYOR PRESIDING 
  
PRESENT:  COUNCIL MEMBERS, ABEL, BLANCHARD, BARRA, KORTKAMP, 

SCHMIDGALL, STRAND AND DUNN 
 
ABSENT:  NONE 
*********************************************************************************** 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Dunn. 
 
Roll was called. All Council Members were present for roll call except Council Member Strand who 
entered the meeting at 5:40 p.m.   
 
AGENDA 
Motion by Council Member Schmidgall, seconded by Council Member Abel, that the agenda be 
approved as presented. On roll call vote, Ayes, Schmidgall, Blanchard, Kortkamp, Barra, Abel, and 
Dunn; Nay, none.    
 
MINUTES 
Motion by Council Member Schmidgall, seconded by Council Member Blanchard, that the minutes of 
the Regular City Council Meeting of May 10, 2010 be approved as written.  On roll call vote, Ayes, 
Schmidgall, Blanchard, Kortkamp, Barra, Abel, and Dunn; Nay, none.    
 
PUBLIC INPUT ON AGENDA ITEMS 
Bill Gilroy, 1312 South 11th Street, directed concerns to Council regarding City’s requirement to 
construct new subdivisions with separated sewers, maintenance of retention ponds on newly constructed 
Hanna Drive, and question of number of septic tanks in city limits.  City Manager Dennis Kief answered 
Mr. Gilroy’s questions at the end of the meeting. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion by Council Member Schmidgall, seconded by Council Member Kortkamp, that the Consent 
Agenda be approved as presented.  Mayor Dunn read and presented the following for consideration of 
the Consent Agenda items by Omnibus Vote.   

1. Receive and File Monthly Reports and Minutes:  Police Report April 2010, Traffic Safety 
Committee Minutes May 7, 2010, Mayor’s Advisory Committee for Persons with Disabilities 
Minutes February 11, 2010 and March 11, 2010. 

 
2. Receive and File:  Zoning Board of Appeals Minutes dated May 12, 2010. 

 
3. Receive and File:  the Pekin Planning Commission Minutes dated May 12, 2010. 

 
4. Receive and File:  Pekin Planning Commission Hearings and Recommendations: 
 a. Hearing #10-1802 – recommends approval of Rezoning of Property located at 

2675 Allentown Rd from B-3 (General Business District) to R-1 (Single Family Residential 
District) to the City Pekin City Council. 

 b. Hearing #10-1803 – #10-1804 - recommends approval of Site plan for Special Use for a Drive 
Thru Facility pending annexation to the Pekin City Council. 

 c. Hearing #10-1805 – #10-1806 – tabled the request for a Site Plan and Special Use for a Cell Tower 
located at 3000 Court until documentation is provided for other site options and safety issues are 
resolved in the form of a letter from Mr. Thompson of TPCC. 

 d. Hearing #10-1807 – recommends the approval of the following Code Amendment: 9-1-2 
Definition Amending Sign Code And Code Change to include Electronic Signs with Regulations 
by adding 9-10-12 And including 9-10-8B-4 to the City Council. 

On roll call vote, Ayes, Schmidgall, Blanchard, Kortkamp, Barra, Abel, and Dunn; Nay, none.    
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COMMUNICATIONS PRESENTATION 
Police Department Officer of the Year was presented by Chief Ted Miller to Investigator Justin 
Fitzgerald for qualities that enhance public safety.  Fire Chief Kurt Nelson presented to recipient Daniel 
Heisel the Fire Department’s Firefighter of the Year award. Heisel was voted by fellow firefighters and 
recognized for his 22 years of service. 
 
The City’s Quarterly Finance Report was presented by Treasurer Jim Wolf.  Showing slides of key 
funds, he advised Council of the Major Revenue Sources and Investment Earnings for 12 months ended 
April 30, 2010.  

 Revenue at 93.33% of the budgeted, were at the same level as received in January.   
 Though declines were anticipated, City finances steady.   
 Had the 2% Food and Beverage and the 2% Package Liquor not been put in place as a new 

source of revenue the City would be struggling. 
 State continued to be 5 payments behind on income tax revenues. 
 Encouraging was that Sales Tax up from same month a year ago. 
 Motor Fuel Tax lagging but positive 

He summarized that revenues were down but staff was also keeping expenditures down. 
 
Mr. Wolf stated that in 2009 interest rates were at 2.95% and at 1.98% in 2010 in order to point out that 
earnings were facing some stress.  He would explore alternatives to investments.   
 
Council Member Blanchard reiterated that he had requested a similar expenditure report be presented 
quarterly from the finance department.  Mayor Dunn expressed concern on what was happening at the 
State level.     
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Motion by Council Member Blanchard, seconded by Council Member Abel, that the ILLINOIS 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION JOINT AGREEMENT 10-00182-00-TL, for safety 
bonding and grounding of existing traffic signal structures IL Rt 29 at (correct locations from agenda) - IL 
29 @ Allentown, Parkway, Valle Vista, and Manito Blacktop, be approved. Public Works Director Joe 
Wuellner reported that Pekin’s participation amounted to $537.00 for the upgrades.  The State project 
would be let in May. On roll call vote, all present voted Aye. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 53-10/11 
RESOLUTION FOR MAINTENANCE OF STREETS AND HIGHWAYS 

Motion by Council Member Blanchard, seconded by Council Member Barra, that Resolution No. 53-10/11 
Appropriating Motor Fuel Tax in the amount of $600.00 for share of IDOT agreement of signal 
upgrades to structures IL Rt 29 @ Allentown, Parkway, Valle Vista, and Manito Blacktop, be adopted. On 
roll call vote, all present voted Aye. 
 
Motion by Council Member Kortkamp, seconded by Council Member Barra, that the AGREEMENT 
WITH FARNSWORTH GROUP for bidding and construction oversight Phase I Waste Water 
Treatment Plant in an amount not to exceed $608,000.00, be approved.  Public Works Director Joe 
Wuellner advised that the amount of specialty equipment and size of the project was beyond what could be 
reasonably covered by staff and recommended support from engineering firm responsible for the design.  
Farnsworth would prepare documentation required by the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency.  
Funding activity was included in proposed bond but sufficient funds were available within the Sewer Funds. 
 
Council Member Schmidgall expressed concern of moving forward when Council had not met to discuss 
how the completed project would be paid for.  Council Member Abel felt the expenditure could have paid 
for 2 engineers. Farnsworth Project Manager Patric Sheridan advised Council on the scope of the over site, 
bid specifications, assistance for bond counsel, IEPA requirements. CEO Karen Jansen addressed Council’s 
concerns.  Council Member Blanchard questioned what improvements were actual mandates.  He stated he 
was not convinced the need for the extent of the project planned and would be voting no. He asked that the 
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agreement be laid over until the public had a chance to comment on the Council’s discussion of options to 
pay for 5 Phases. Motion was made by Council Member Blanchard, seconded by Council Member 
Schmidgall, that the Farnsworth Engineering Agreement for Wastewater Treatment Plant Phase I, be 
laid over.  Discussion followed on the importance of Phase I construction start, NPDES permit, and staying 
on schedule for design Phase II improvements to obtain forgivable low interest loan funds from Illinois 
Environmental Protection Agency.  On roll call vote, Ayes, Blanchard; Nays, Schmidgall, Strand, 
Kortkamp, Abel, Barra, Dunn.  Motion Failed. 
 
Discussion continued and each Council Member spoke in support or expressed concerns. Council Member 
Kortkamp felt Council was losing sight of the end result, cleaner water, a fundamental infrastructure 
component needed to sustain the community. Council Member Barra supported the phases and direction 
being taken to replace aged and failed components of a 70 year old treatment plant.   
Roll was called on original motion to approve the agreement, Ayes, Schmidgall, Strand, Kortkamp, Barra, 
Abel, Dunn; Nay, Blanchard.  Motion carried.  
 
Motion by Council Member Kortkamp, seconded by Council Member Barra, that the AGREEMENT 
WITH FARNSWORTH GROUP for design drawing preparation Phase II Waste Water Treatment 
Plant in an amount not to exceed $1,820,000.00 be approved.  Mr. Wuellner recommended Farnsworth 
continue with Phase II design.  Because of the work on Phase I the firm had preliminary work in 
determining final configuration, sizing of the equipment, and support structures of the plant to fit into the 
existing site.  On roll call vote, Ayes, Schmidgall, Strand, Kortkamp, Barra, Abel, Dunn; Nay, Blanchard.  
Motion carried.  
 
Motion by Council Member Barra, seconded by Council Member Strand that SITE PLAN REQUESTED 
BY SOUTHSIDE BANK FOR A DRIVE THRU at proposed bank facility on Veterans Drive, subject 
to annexation and zoning assignment, be approved.  Public Works Director Joe Wuellner presented the 
recommendation of the Planning Commission to approve the site and use for ATM for the new bank facility 
on Veterans Drive. A portion of the site purchased from adjacent land owner was not within corporate 
limits. On roll call vote all present voted Aye. 
 
Motion by Council Member Barra, seconded by Council Member Kortkamp that SPECIAL USE 
REQUEST FROM SOUTHSIDE BANK FOR A DRIVE THRU at proposed bank facility on 
Veterans Drive, subject to annexation and zoning assignment, be approved.  On roll call vote all 
present voted Aye. 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 2618-OA-10/11 

AMENDING THE ZONING CODE  
TITLE 9-1-2, 9-10-9, 9-10-9E and 9-10-8B OF THE CITY OF PEKIN 1995 

REGARDING MULTI MESSAGE SIGNS 
Motion by Council Member Abel, seconded by Council Member Strand, that Ordinance No. 2618-OA-
10/11, be adopted. Code Enforcement Officer Ron Sieh told Council that multi messaging signs had 
become more popular and were only regulated in the Industrial Zone.  Additional changes were necessary to 
the sign ordinance to add guidelines for electronic/LED signs to regulate duration of message, transition 
time, brightness, spacing, and location.  On roll call vote, all present voted Aye. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 1568-A181-10/11 
PROVIDING FOR THE REZONING OF CERTAIN PROPERTY 

2675 ALLENTOWN ROAD 
Motion by Council Member Abel, seconded by Council Member Strand, that Ordinance No. 1568-181-
10/11, be adopted.  A recommendation was received from the Pekin Planning Commission to rezone the 
old TAPS property at 2675 Allentown Road containing 3.94 acres from B-3 (General Business) to R-1 
(Single Family Residential). On roll call vote, all present voted Aye. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2619-10/11 

HIGHWAY AUTHORITY AGREEMENT 
Motion by Council Member Abel, seconded by Council Member Barra, that Ordinance No. 2619-10/11, be 
adopted. Mr. Wuellner explained the ordinance authorized the closeout of the environment study at 
Parkway and Broadway for a gas station site to establish a groundwater protection area. On roll call vote, all 
present voted Aye. 
 
Motion by Council Member Strand seconded by Council Member Kortkamp, that the BID FOR 
EROSION CONTROL PROJECT be accepted in the amount of $26,860.00 and the contract be 
awarded to Edgewood Nursery.  Mr. Wuellner reported to Council that funding for the project would 
come from stormwater fund to stop the erosion caused by drainage onto owner’s property and to stabilize 
the area on Linden and adjourning streets. Concerns were addressed regarding the bidding / quotes process 
and the advantage of awarding the estimate to a specialist company capable of completing the scope of 
work. On roll call vote, all present voted Aye. 
 
Motion by Council Member Strand, seconded by Council Member Abel, that MASTER SERVICE 
AGREEMENT FOR EMPLOYEE ASSISTANCE SERVICES WITH CHESTNUT GLOBAL 
PARTNERS, LLC at a rate of $24.00 per employee, be approved.  Personnel Director Patricia Pollock 
informed the Council that Chestnut Global had worked collaboratively for years with the City’s present 
provider Behavioral Health Advantages.  They offered the benefits of the partnership to all customer 
organizations. The agreement provided for expanded reporting capabilities, expanded network online self 
improvement materials, and eldercare services in addition to BHA’s EAP. On roll call vote, all present 
voted Aye. 
 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE COUNCIL 
Council Member Blanchard congratulated everyone graduating and reminded the community of the Memorial 
Day observances. 
 
Council Member Abel expressed appreciation to Fire Chief Kurt Nelson and Main Street for their efforts in a 
successful event celebrating the Pekin Fire Department 150 Anniversary. 
 
Fire Chief Kurt Nelson announced that the Fire Department, Kiwanis, and the Rotary Clubs were sponsoring a 
Bike Rodeo on Saturday at Pekin Park. 
 
Roger Alexander, 1904 Court Street, voiced a complaint regarding the height of the grass on property at 1900 and 
1902 Court Street. 
   
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Motion by Council Member Blanchard, seconded by Council Member Strand, that the Council move to 
Executive Session at 7:40 P.M. to discuss: 
5 ILCS 120/2 (c) 1. Personnel 
5 ILCS 120/2 (c) 5. Acquisition of property owned by the Public Body 
5 ILCS  120/2 (c) 6. Setting a price for sale or lease of property owned by the Public Body 
5 ILCS 120/2 (c) 11. Pending and Threatened Litigation 
On roll call vote all present voted Aye. 
 
No further business to come before the Council, in open session, Mayor Dunn called the meeting closed. 
 
COUNCIL ADJOURNED AT 8:10 P.M. 
 
 
 
Sue E. McMillan 
City Clerk 



 
 
 
 
June 2, 2010 
 
 
Mr. Dennis Kief 
Pekin City Manager 
Pekin, IL. 61554 
 
Dear Mr. Kief, 
 
I hereby submit to you the Pekin Fire Department May 2010 report, plus a summary of 
April 2010. 
 
Kurt Nelson 
Fire Chief 
City of Pekin Fire Department 
 
During the month of May 2010 the Pekin Fire Department responded to 379 calls, total 
dollar loss was 253,050.00. 
 
During the month of May 2010, (approximately 72.60%) were emergency medical calls, 
103 were automatic fire alarms, service calls, small hazardous conditions involving no 
fire, and false alarms. 
 
During the month of April 2010 the Pekin Fire Department responded to 341 calls, total 
dollar loss was $6,000.00. 
 
During the month of April 2010, (approximately 73.31%) were emergency medical calls, 
91 were automatic fire alarms, service calls, small hazardous conditions involving no fire, 
and false alarms. 
 
On May 12, 2010 Fire Fighters responded to a structure fire in an attached garage at 1317 
Veerman Street.  Prior to our arrival Pekin Police Dept. arrived on scene and advised the 
garage was totally involved.  E2 was first arriving engine on scene followed by R2.  E2 
pulled both 1 ¾ handline’s.  One line was stretched to the rear of the structure and the 
other was stretched to the front door of the structure.  After initial size-up and being 
advised no civilians were inside, E2 command had R2 personnel attack the fire from the 
rear door leading into the garage.  Fire was quickly knocked down and fire suppression 
was moved to the inside of the attached garage.  L1 arrived on scene and then assumed 
the role of back up to the initial attack team.  Fire was under control within 10 mins with 
all other arriving units assigned to overhaul.  Homeowners of the residence stated they 
had a hot tub in the garage and one person had shut off the valves to the hot tub.  Without 
knowing this another person turned on the hot tub causing the motor to overheat and 



catching the frame of the hot tub on fire thus leading to the rest of the garage.  No 
damage was done to the main living quarters of the residence.  Total dollar loss was 
approximately $25,000.00.  
 
On May 20, 2010 Fire Fighters responded to a smell in the building and a smoke detector 
going off at 1201 Florence Ave. apartment 14.  Upon arrival the door to the apartment 
was not locked.  When we entered the apartment, there was a lot of smoke, but we could 
not find the fire right away.  We did find the fire with our thermal imager under the 
kitchen sink and put it out with very little water from out 1 ¾ handline.  The fire damage 
was all under the sink but there was a moderate amount of smoke damage to the whole 
apartment.  Total dollar loss was approximately $10,000.00. 
 
On May 25, 2010 Fire Fighters responded to a possible structure fire at 1908 Sierra Ct.  
Upon arrival met by the home owner that stated she was on her computer when sparks 
blew out of the wall outlet.  After investigating the incident we found that lightning had 
struck the house.  It appeared the lightning hit the house on the northwest side of the 
roof line.  The electrical current from the lightning strike followed the phone line in the 
house and knocked out the computer.  The beam on the ceiling that runs through the 
house to the outside appeared to be where the lightning strike was.  The plaster all around 
the beam was broken away from the wall.  The wall had a singed area on it.  Called 
electrical inspector and advised home owner to call electrician.  Total dollar loss was 
approximately $6,000.00. 
 
On May 28, 2010 Fire Fighters responded to structure fire with possible entrapment at 
352 Catherine Street.  Upon arrival E2 reported that everybody was out of the building.  
The fire was in the front of the building.  Entry was made from the rear of the building 
and the fire was quickly extinguished with a 1 ¾ handline.  The building was searched 
again and a dead cat was found. 
 
The fire was reported by a neighbor that was coming home from work.  He said he saw 
smoke coming from the window air conditioner and then it caught fire right away.  The 
air conditioner was given to her about a week ago.  She had it plugged directly into an 
outlet on the floor.  The fire appears to have started on the north wall in the window area 
just to the right of the front door looking from the street.  The fire came out of the 
window and burnt the roof on the front porch along with causing damage to the living 
room area.  There was no fire damage upstairs but there was a lot of smoke damage.  
There was also some minor smoke damage in apartment B next door.  Total dollar loss 
was approximately $35,000.00. 
 
On May 29, 2010 Fire Fighters responded to a car fire at 2032 Westgate Drive.  Upon 
arrival owner had vehicle extinguished with no extension to the passenger compartment.  
Investigation revealed the engine was rebuilt yesterday by the owner and a wiring 
harness/hose was laying on top of the engine which was the cause of origin.  Owner had 
put fire out with a ten pound dry chemical extinguisher.  Total dollar loss was 
approximately $250.00. 
 



On May 30, 2010 Fire Fighters responded to smoke in an apartment complex at 2439 
Lakeshore Drive.  Upon arrival R2 assumed command and located smoke emitting from 
bathroom in apartment 13.  Attempted to turn light switch into the on position and noted 
arcing and fire in the bathroom exhaust fan.  Located electrical box and shut off power.  
Removed fan from ceiling and noted smoldering fiber board in area of fan.  Removed all 
burned material and extinguished with water extinguisher.  Meter base had a shut off for 
the affected unit, shut off power at the meter base.  Contacted Inspections Department.  
Occupant indicated that they had reported fan problems to property manager and they 
were told just to leave in the off position.  Smoke detectors failed to operate.  Battery 
operated smoke detector had no battery present.  Hardwire detector failed to function 
when tested.  Checked smoke detectors in adjoining apartment, operated very weak.  
Then power was shut off at both the electrical panel and meter the HVAC system was 
still operating from another meter.  Total dollar loss was approximately $1,800.00. 
 
On May 30, 2010 Fire Fighters responded to a structure fire at 2014 State Street.  Upon 
arrival found a one story church with heavy smoke coming from the building.  The Pastor 
of the church was outside and informed us that everyone was out of the building.  The 
Pastor and his members moved all vehicles away from the church.  We walked around 
the church and found the back of the building fully involved in fire.  Cilco, the city 
inspector and Fire 1 were called to the scene.  Smoke detectors were sounding upon our 
arrival. 
 
R2 crew brought a hose line to the back door to knock down the fire.  We then had ladder 
1 crew go to the front door to make entry into the church and the engineer from L1 to 
make the hydrant.  T3 was standing by the front door backing up L1.  E3 was to ventilate 
and set up the PPV fan. 
 
The fire self ventilated through the roof over the main area of fire.  E3 crew ventilated the 
roof above the back of the L shaped building.  The fire was knocked down quickly and 
we started to overhaul.  Overhaul was a lengthy process due to the type of construction 
and the room additions that had been added.  All hot spots and smoldering areas were 
extinguished; all areas of the church were free of any smoke of smoldering areas upon 
our departure. 
 
After extinguishing the fire, the pastor informed us they had been frying fish outside with 
a propane fish fryer.   The fryer was left unattended next to the back of the building.  
Members of the church were not sure if the fryer had been shut off.  At this time it 
appears the fryer being left unattended is the cause of the fire.  This looks like an 
accidental cooking fire. We had moved the 20 pound tank away from the building prior to 
my knowing they had been frying with it.  Total dollar loss was approximately 
$175,000.00. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Total calls for the month of May was 379 and are as follows: 
 
Fires     17 
Rescue and EMS   276 
Hazardous Materials   8 
Other types of calls   78 
 
Total dollar loss for the month of May was $253,050.00. 
 
Total calls for the month of April was 341 and are as follows: 
 
Fires     8 
Rescue and EMS   250 
Hazardous Materials   2 
Other types of calls   81 
 
Total dollar loss for the month of April was $6,000.00. 
 
This is a brief overview of May 2010 and April 2010’ events from the City of Pekin Fire 
Department. If you have any questions, please feel free to give me a call. 
 
 
 
 
     Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
     Kurt R. Nelson 
     Fire Chief 
     Pekin Fire Department 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 



MAY 2009 APRIL 2010 MAY 2010
TRAFFIC TICKETS 656 455 576
WARNING TICKETS 246 302 260
OFFENSES 525 495 467
ARRESTS 267 224 212
PARKING TICKETS 247 252 204
STOPS 586 874 944

OFFENSES
DRUG RELATED 10
DUI 23
DWLS/R 16
UUW 0

MULTIPLE OFFENSES
DRUGS/DUI 0
DRUGS/DWLS-R 0
DRUGS/UUW 1
DUI/DWLS 1
TOTAL 51

POLICE DEPARTMENT

END OF MONTH REPORT FOR MAY 2010

CITY OF PEKIN

IMPOUNDED VEHICLES FOR MAY 2010
TOTAL VEHICLES IMPOUNDED:   51

AMOUNT OF FINES COLLECTED:    $20,000 

NUMBER OF TICKETS PAID OVER THE COUNTER    19
NUMBER OF TICKETS WRITTEN    97

FINES COLLECTED OVER THE COUNTER     $4150

CITY ORDINANCE TICKETS FOR MAY 2010

PEKIN POLICE DEPARTMENT



CITY OF PEKIN TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MINUTES 
JUNE 4, 2010 @ 8:30 a.m. 

CITY HALL CONFERENCE ROOM 

PRESENT:  Ted Miller, Denny Kief, Brian Cox, Tim Gillespie, Will Taylor, Joe Wuellner, Bill Scarcliff.  
Also present: Lee Ann Wrhel. 

Old Business: 

1. New Pedestrian Light – Parkway @ Coal Miners 
Joe forwarded information to Bob Blackwell of the Pekin Park District regarding the HAWK 
pedestrian signal, asking if they would be willing to participate in the cost of installing this 
system at this location.  Mr. Blackwell also contacted Paula Davis of PCHS.  The Pekin 
Park District has agreed to contribute $20,000 and PCHS has agreed to contribute 
$20,000 towards the cost of this system in this location.  A number of citizens have voiced 
concerns with the safety of this pedestrian crossing.  Denny made a motion to make a 
recommendation to City Council to go forward with the installation of this system with the 
City to commit $40,000 to meet the total cost of installation of this signal system, due to 
the agreement by Pekin Park District and PCHS to contribute $40,000 to this signal. 

2. Parking Concern
400 Block S. 7th Street 
400 Block Haines 
S. 7th St. from Washington to Hillyer 
Mr. & Mrs. Klokkenga (701 Washington), Mr. McCoige (401 Haines) and 
Mr. Knautz (503 S. 8th) were in attendance at this meeting.  At the last meeting, Will made 
a recommendation to keep the parking restriction in place on Haines, St. Joseph and 
S. 6th and lift the parking restriction on the other streets involved.  Denny made a motion 
to make a recommendation to City Council to eliminate the 2-hour parking restriction for 
the 400 & 500 blocks of S. 7th Street, the 400 & 500 blocks of S. 8th Street and all of 
Hillyer Street.  Tim seconded the motion.  All in favor. 

3. Collapsible Temporary Stop Signs 
A sample sign was purchased and Bill researched the cost of the City making these signs 
in-house.  It would cost approximately $400 per intersection to have these signs installed 
at major intersections to use in the event of power outages for traffic control.  Currently, 
there are not enough signs for a major power outage.  There would be cost savings for 
call-out, etc.  Before going any further with this, Joe will contact IDOT to see if their 
permission is needed to install these signs.  This item will be put back on the July meeting 
for further discussion. 

New Business: 

1. Children at Play Sign Request 
 600 to 900 blocks of S. Third St. 

Kay Lock (709 S. Third) was in attendance at this meeting to address this item as she had 
made the request.  It was explained to her that these requests are denied for various 
reasons.  The Police Department will put out the Speed Spy for a traffic study and will step 
up patrol of the stop signs in that area. 



Around the Table

Joe distributed brochures from IDOT that explain how the new signals will operate.  These will be 
installed as IDOT updates intersections in town.  He also announced that the milling will begin next week 
on Route 9 (Upper Court). 

Will received a request from an officer asking for consideration for a barricade on S. 14th Street at Lake 
Remington.  When there is a lot of rain, the lake is very close to the road.  The officer is concerned about 
drivers who might go off the road in that location.  There was a suggestion about planting trees in that 
location as a barrier.  Joe indicated he would look into that. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Lee Ann Wrhel 

NEXT REGULAR MEETING JULY 2, 2010 @ 8:30 A.M. 



 
City of Pekin 

 
LIQUOR COMMISSION MINUTES 

THURSDAY, MAY 27, 2010 
4:00 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 
Deputy Liquor Commissioner Rick VonRohr called the meeting to order at 4:10 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE 
Led by Deputy Liquor Commissioner Rick VonRohr 
 
ROLL CALL 
The following members were present for roll call: Deputy Liquor Commissioner Rick VonRohr, Deputy Police 
Chief Greg Nelson alternate for Police Chief Ted Miller, Dale Vonderheide, D. Neal Buster Hanley, and Liquor 
Commissioner Rusty Dunn 
 
Fire Chief Kurt Nelson entered the meeting at 4:11p.m. 
 
Also present:  Corporation Counsel Sue Bosich and City Clerk Sue McMillan 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Motion made by Dunn to approve the Agenda, seconded by Vonderheide.  On roll call vote all present voted 
Aye.  Motion Carried. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion made by K. Nelson to approve the Liquor Commission Minutes of April 22, 2010 as written, seconded 
by Vonderheide.  On roll call vote all present voted Aye. Motion Carried. 
 
PUBLIC INPUT/COMMENTS/QUESTIONS 
Pat Rogers and Jim Olt – Generations Lounge were not present.  No other comments were heard. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

ROADHOUSE BAR & GRILL 
930 SOUTH 2ND STREET 

 
Commission was presented with an application for a Class A liquor license for a new licensed premises 
submitted by Crystal J. Rife.  On review of the documents submitted, Liquor Liability insurance and final 
inspections signoff by building, fire, and police departments for occupancy, were verified.  McMillan 
questioned the application submitted as an individual yet corporation documents were in file.  Ms. Rife 
confirmed the license should be issued to Roadhouse Bar & Grill, Inc. Inconsistencies on the application were 
corrected by Ms. Rife.   
 
VonRohr addressed the applicant in Police Chief Miller’s absence and advised strongly that Ms. Rife was the 
responsible party if there were violations though all commission and police dealings throughout the application 
process had been with building owner Randy Struben.   
 
Motion was made by K. Nelson, seconded by G. Nelson to recommend approval of the application to the Liquor 
Commissioner for issuance of the Class A Liquor License.  On roll call vote all present voted Aye.  Motion 
Carried. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Any Other Business 
VonRohr indicated he had been approached by owners of other establishments asking if the City would consider 
restricting the number of licenses issued.  He also advised that Chief Miler had concerns related to over 
concentration of bars in one area.  Discussion followed. 
 
Bosich advised that the commission had the authority to recommend to the Council, an ordinance change to cap 
the number of licenses issued, or for safety reasons, approve limited numbers in districts.  McMillan expressed 
opinion that limiting to a fixed number could restrict commitment from developers at the riverfront or 
extensions of Veterans from coming to Pekin for construction of nationally known bar/restaurant chains. 
 
Dunn next informed the members that he had been made aware by Treasurer Jim Wolf that a liquor licensee 
was delinquent on the 2% beverage tax.  Wolf presented a chart of the months, tax due, penalties, interest and 
NSF check charges that Nick’s 4th Street Pub had accumulated and when brought current for annual renewal, 
Accounting Department received bounced checks and nonsufficient funds notices. Discussion followed 
regarding suspension, 5 day notice, and revocation of licenses.  Attorney Bosich advised that the commission 
has the authority to recommend conditions for any license even conditions added during the term of the license 
such as certified check or cash only payments. 
 
Buster was welcomed to the Commission. 
 
Motion by K. Nelson to adjourn, seconded by Hanley. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:40pm.   
 
Next Meeting: Thursday, June 24 at 4:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted Sue McMillan            

























































































































 ORDINANCE NO.  1462-A298 – 10/11 
 
 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 8, CHAPTER 4, SECTION 1. D 
 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF PEKIN 1995 
 REGARDING NO PARKING SCHEDULE 
 AREA BORDERED BY S. 6TH, ST JOSEPH, S. 8TH, WASHINGTON 
  
 

WHEREAS, the City of Pekin is a home rule municipality as described in Section 6(a), 

Article VII of the 1970 Constitution of the State of Illinois, and as such may exercise any power and 

function pertaining to its government and its affairs; and 

WHEREAS, the Code of the City of Pekin 1995 was adopted on April 10, 1995, and duly 

published in book form; and 

WHEREAS, the Traffic Safety Committee addressed parking concerns of areas bordered by 

S. 6th, St. Joseph, S. 8th, Washington Streets at the Traffic Safety Committee Meeting on June 4, 

2010;  and 

WHEREAS, the Traffic Safety Committee recommends to Council to consider lifting 2 hour 

parking restrictions on Hillyer Street from S. 6th to S. 8th and  S. 7th and S. 8th from Washington to 

Court Streets; and   

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is in the best interests of the City to 

amend the Traffic Code NO PARKING SCHEDULE  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF PEKIN, ILLINOIS: 

 

1. That Title 8, Chapter 4, Section 1. D. be amended by deleting the existing No Parking 

Schedule dated April 12, 2010 in its entirety, and inserting the No Parking Schedule dated 

June 14, 2010 attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that all other parts of the Code of the City of Pekin 1995 as 

amended except as modified herein are hereby reaffirmed and ratified and are in full force and 

effect. 





















































































































































































 
AGENDA ITEM:  Ordinance Accepting Agreement to Purchase 830 Brenkman Drive Property  
 
AGENDA DATE REQUESTED: June 14, 2010 
 
ACTION REQUESTED:  Approval of the ordinance acquiring property in the amount of $400,000 
 

BACKGROUND:  On October 28, 2009, Council Member Kortkamp, Pat Oberle and I met with Joe O’Brien 
to discuss a possible City acquisition of the former Fort/Landmark Automobile Dealership at 801 Brenkman 
Drive. 

That 3.67 acre site consists of the (approximately 22 year old) 14,150 S.F. Building with 6,874 SF Office and 
6,604 SF Warehouse/Shop, Paved Parking Lot and adjacent undeveloped property.  

On November 3, 2009, I took City Inspectors, Fire Department and Public Property’s personnel through the 
building to look at the facility. Although the building has been vacant for several years, it has been heated and 
well maintained. It appears to meet all City Codes.  

On March 23, 2010, Mayor Dunn, Pat Oberle and I met with Mr. O’Brien and his attorney John Elias. 

The property is listed at $1,250,000 but is now marketed for $1,000,000. The most current assessed value of the 
property is $995,800. Within the past month, Mr. O’Brien had an appraisal conducted and it came in at 
$1,200,000.  

Should the City Council support the acquisition of the 830 Brenkman, it gives us the potential to utilize 
some of the undeveloped property for other current and future operations. In particular, I like the potential to 
construct a secondary salt building and possibly even a second fueling location. Having second locations for 
both of those services would eliminate the need for all vehicles having to always drive to the south end of the 
communities. However, these future uses would have to be addressed at the appropriate future years. 

I would recommend that the acquisition of this property come from the City’s closed out TIF 2 Fund 
($900,000), not the General Fund.  

REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 
 

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
 
CC: Sue McMillan, City Clerk 
 
From:   Dennis Kief  [May 17, 2010] 
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