
City of Pekin 
_____________________________________________      

 
 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MONDAY,  
SEPTEMBER 26, 2011 5:30 P.M. 
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1.0 CALL TO ORDER   

2.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE     
Mayor Laurie L. Barra 

  

3.0 ROLL CALL 
Clerk to Call the Roll 

  

4.0 APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
              DESCRIPTION: Mayor Barra with consent of Council asked that the rules of order    
              be suspended and that New Business item 7.1 and 7.2 be considered before Consent        
              Agenda. 
 
               ACTION:  Motion to approve the meeting agenda. 
  

VOTE REQUIRED 

  

5.0 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

ACTION:  Motion to approve minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of September 
12, 2011.   

              VOTE REQUIRED 

  

6.0 PUBLIC INPUT ON AGENDA ITEMS 

Speakers to state name, address, and spell last name. Speakers will be given 5 
minutes to address the Council.  Questions unrelated to agenda items are accepted 
during “Public Questions” near the end of the meeting. 

  

7.0  NEW BUSINESS   

7.1  Resolution No. 15- 11/12 – The Mayor’s appointment with consent of Council 
to fill the vacancy due to the resignation of Council Member John Neumann pursuant 
to statutory requirements. 

DESCRIPTION: Appointment completes the obligation to fill the vacancy of the 7 
member Council within 60 days left after a resignation. 

VOTE REQUIRED 

M 5 

7.2  Oath of Office   



8.0 CONSENT AGENDA   

8.1  Receive and File Monthly Reports and Minutes: Traffic Safety Committee 
Minutes September 2, 2011, Police and Fire Departments August Reports, Liquor 
Commission Minutes August 25, 2011.  

 5 

8.2  Receive and File Requests for Quotes For Qualifications for Residential Energy 
Aggregation Consultant 

 5 

ACTION: Motion to approve all items listed on the Consent Agenda by Omnibus 
Vote. 

VOTE REQUIRED TO APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA 

  

9.0 COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, REPORTS   

10.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS    

10.1 Professional Energy Consulting Services Agreement with Good 
Energy, L.P.  
 
DESCRIPTION: Approve agreement with Good Energy, L.P. to perform consulting 
services and procurement of power for Pekin residents and small commercial 
businesses.      
ACTION:   Motion to remove from the table. 
                       Motion to approve the Agreement.            
 
VOTE REQUIRED 

JW 5 

11.0 NEW BUSINESS    

11.1  Parking Lot Lease Extension – CenturyLink 
 
DESCRIPTION: 2009 original lease for use of City owned lot at the corner of Ann 
Eliza and 4th Street allowed for two, two-year extensions.  
CenturyLink request permission to exercise CenturyTel option at current rate of 
$833.33/mo and continue to pay taxes. 
  
ACTION:  Motion to approve the lease until December 31, 2013. 
 
VOTE REQUIRED 

JW 5 

11.2  Purchase Right-of-Way for Petri Lane Extension to 14th Street 
 
DESCRIPTION: Right-of-Way required on 7 parcels along the north side of Petri for 
completion of sidewalk.  Parkfield, Meadow and Fawnridge corner sidewalks were not 
on ROW. Also need additional ROW for Petri to tie into existing section.  Total 
purchase estimated at $3,200.    
 
ACTION:  Motion to approve the purchase of 7 different parcels under the omnibus 
vote designation. 
 
VOTE REQUIRED 

MG 5 

 
 



11.3  Purchase Garbage Truck  
 
DESCRIPTION: Quotes were requested on a new rear loader truck which required 
separate chassis, packer body, and conversion right side standup cab.  Budgeted item 
for replacement in older fleet rotation is $122,000. 
 
ACTION:  Motion to approve the expenditure in the amount of $153,654. 
 
VOTE REQUIRED 

BS 4 

11.4  Community Guide Advertisement  
 
DESCRIPTION: Unbudgeted tourism expense for Pekin Community Guide, a Pekin 
Chamber project with Community Link Marketing Company.  Publication occurs 
every 2 years.  Available Tourism budget is $183,949. 
 
ACTION:  Motion to approve the expenditure for a full page ad in the amount of 
$2,995. 
 
VOTE REQUIRED 

LM 5 

11.5  Discussion of Alternate Options for 320 Court Street Parking Lot 
Rehabilitation Project  
 
DESCRIPTION: The action to approve the bid in the amount of $346,355.00 was 
not taken at the meeting of August 22 to rehabilitate a City owned parking lot. Work 
included removal of existing pavement, existing unacceptable fill and parts of existing 
foundations that were left in place after demolition of structures and filling the site 
with select fill, grading, placing aggregate base and a 3” HMA parking lot surface.  Tax 
Increment Finance (TIF) funds were to be utilized. 
 

JW 5 

12.0 ANY OTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE COUNCIL 
 
12.1 Council Members 

  
12.2 Staff 

  
12.3 Five Minute Public Questions 

  
12.4 Press Time 

 

  

13.0 EXECUTIVE SESSION 
5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (5) The Purchase of Real Estate. 
 

 5 

14.0 ADJOURN  
 
NO VOTE REQUIRED 

  

 
 
Column 1 Key: 

CM Council Members   JW City Manager Joe Wuellner 
M Mayor Laurie Barra   MG Mike Guerra City Engineer  
LM Leigh Ann Matthews Economic                  BS Bob Shaw Streets                                      
                     Development Director 

 
 



 
Column 2 Key: 
 

1     A Prosperous Community. To promote and sustain a balanced economy that supports 
expansion and retention of family-wage jobs. 
2    A Safe Community. To protect community life and property by providing effective, 
principled police and fire services. 
3    A Strong Foundation. To improve and maintain existing infrastructure and leverage 
opportunities for new infrastructure. 
4    A High Quality of Life. To support or provide services that improve the quality of life for 
Pekin’s residents. 
5    An Effective Government. To deliver effectively the services that Pekin’s residents want, 
need, and are willing to support. 
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   *********************************************************************************** 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PEKIN, ILLINOIS, 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL 

111 SOUTH CAPITOL STREET 
ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2011 AT 5:30 O'CLOCK P.M. 

LAURIE L. BARRA, MAYOR PRESIDING 
PRESENT: COUNCIL MEMBERS, ABEL, BLANCHARD, SCHMIDGALL. HENDRICKS, AND 

MASSAGLIA 
 
ABSENT: VACANCY  

********************************************************************************** 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Barra. 
 
Roll was called and all Council Members were physically present. A quorum was present.  
 
AGENDA 
Motion by Council Member Schmidgall, seconded by Council Member Blanchard that the agenda be 
approved as presented.  On roll call vote all present voted Aye.   
 
MINUTES 
Motion by Council Member Schmidgall, seconded by Council Member Abel, that the minutes of the 
Regular City Council Meeting of Monday, August 22, 2011, the Special work EDAC Session of August 
15, 2011, and the Special Meeting of August 30, 2011, be approved as written.  On roll call vote, all 
present voted Aye.   
 
PUBLIC INPUT 
George Ohnemus, 1417 Willow Street addressed the Council on Consent Agenda business item in regards to 
the resignation letter received from Council Member John E. Neumann.  It was Mr. Ohnemus’s opinion that 
the non-elected candidate with the highest votes from the last election be automatically chosen to fill the 
vacancy. He suggested that 2 alternates be chosen at time of municipal elections to fill vacancies in the 
future. Attorney Dancey advised that election process and vacancy procedures were mandated by State 
Statutes.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion by Council Member Schmidgall, seconded by Council Member Hendricks that the CONSENT 
AGENDA be approved as presented. Mayor Barra presented the following for consideration of the 
Consent Agenda items by Omnibus Vote. 

7.1  Receive and File Monthly Reports and Minutes: Liquor Commission Minutes 
July 28, 2011.  

7.2  Proclamation: Knights of Columbus Mentally Handicapped Week – September 22, 
2011.   

7.3  Resolution No. 13-11/12 – Mayor’s Appointment of John Kennedy to the Zoning 
Board of Appeals to fill an unexpired term until May 31, 2012  

7.4  Receive and Approve -  Letter of Resignation of Council Member John E. Neumann  

7.5  Receive and File Pekin Planning Commission Special Meeting Minutes dated July 
20, 2011. 

7.6  Receive and File Pekin Planning Commission Hearings and Recommendations: 
a.  Hearing #11-1838 – Recommends the approval of the Annexation of four tracts of 
property at this time as described in Exhibit “A” as presented by Attorney Scott 
Kriegsman to the City Council.  

On roll call vote, all present voted Aye.   



 2

 
COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, REPORTS 
Vickie Clark, President and Jessica Moroz Director of Research for the ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
COUNCIL for Central Illinois presented the completed Comprehensive Labor Study for Peoria Metro. 
Council was informed that the EDC of which Pekin is a partner, commissioned a comprehensive labor study 
to measure the availability and quality of potential labor in a thirteen-county area labor market.. This study 
provided community economic developers and existing or prospective employers a flexible tool to 
understand the local labor market and make informed expansion and site selection decisions as well as make 
informed decisions regarding hiring, retaining, and developing the workforce.  Workforce Profile, Workforce 
Availability, and Workforce Quality were highlighted as basic components of the study with emphasis on a 
regional approach to economic development.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Motion by Council Member Hendricks, seconded by Council Member Massaglia, that the GOVERNMENTAL 
MEMBERSHIP FOR TAZEWELL COUNTY HISTORIC PLACES SOCIETY - TAZEWELL COUNTY 
MUSEUM AND EDUCATIONAL CENTER in the amount of $25.00 be approved. On roll call vote, all 
present voted Aye. 

 
Motion by Council Member Hendricks, seconded by Council Member Abel, that the CITY LOAN WITH 
HERGET BANK be approved for repayment prior to maturity. City Treasurer James Wolf told the Council 
he expected the interest earnings on City investments to remain at unprecedented low rate into mid 2013. The 
present spread between borrowed rate of 3.9% and average yield was 1.5% on the loan from Herget Bank. 
He advised that the ample reserves in the General Fund for loan repayment of $722,837 was warranted and 
early payoff would net a savings of $35,000 over the remaining two years.  On roll call vote, all present 
voted Aye. 
 
Motion by Council Member Abel, seconded by Council Member Hendricks, that the CITY LOAN WITH 
MORTON COMMUNITY BANK be approved for repayment prior to maturity. The Treasurer also told 
Council due to the interest earnings on City investments remaining at unprecedented low rate in to mid 2013 
that he recommended the loan with Morton Community Bank also be repaid. The present spread between 
borrowed rate of 5.1% and average yield on the loan was 2.0%.  He also recommended the reserves in the 
General Fund for loan repayment of $448,000. The City’s net savings would average $30,000 over the 
remaining four years if paid off early.  On roll call vote, all present voted Aye. 

 
Motion by Council Member Abel, seconded by Council Member Schmidgall, that the PARTICIPATION 
AGREEMENT WITH IDOT FOR PETRI LANE EXTENSION in the City share of $412,500.00 be 
approved. City Engineer Mike Guerra requested Council enter into the agreement with IDOT for federal 
funding of Petri Lane Extension.  He advised the funding for the construction of the roadway was divided 
with STU funds that were received from PPUATS for 70% and 30%. The City share would be covered from 
Motor Fuel Tax Funds. On roll call vote, all present voted Aye. 

 
Motion by Council Member Blanchard, seconded by Council Member Massaglia, that the ADDITION TO 
THE ANNUAL JOINT PPUATS FUNDING AGREEMENT in the amount of $1,512.75 be approved. 
Distribution of Illinois Department of Transportation additional FY 2012 federal transportation planning 
funds of $77,731.00 were divided among the participating agencies and the Tri-County Regional Planning 
Commission. The City of Pekin’s share of local match was $1,512.75. On roll call vote, all present voted 
Aye. 

RESOLUTION NO. 14-11/12 
ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (IDOT) 

RESOLUTION FOR STREETS AND HIGHWAYS 
75-00107-15-ES 

Motion by Council Member Blanchard, seconded by Council Member Massaglia, that Resolution No.14-
11/12 appropriating Motor Fuel Tax Funds for the addition to the Annual Joint PPUATS Funding Agreement 
FY 2012 in the amount of $1,512.75, be adopted. On roll call vote, all present voted Aye. 
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POLICY NO. 4R – 11/12 
CITY OF PEKIN SANITARY BACKWATER VALVE PROGRAM 

Motion by Council Member Massaglia, seconded by Council Member Blanchard, that Policy No.4R 11/12 
revision be adopted. Code Enforcement Officer Ron Sieh advised the Council of language amendments to 
the current technology and cost in the program.  Mr. Sieh informed the Council permit fee for exterior 
installation of the valve was $55.00 and interior was $18.00.  Pricing was removed completely for clarity.  
Exterior application of the devise was easier to maintain and contained a cleanout function.  On roll call vote, 
all present voted Aye. 
 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE COUNCIL 
Council Members expressed appreciation for the success of another Marigold Festival Week and a tastefully 
prepared 9-11 Remembrance Ceremony. 
     
Mayor Barra explained to the Council and Public that by statute the Mayor was required to fill the vacancy in 
office left by the resignation of Council Member Neumann within 60 days for a term until the election in 
April 2013 at which time a candidate will be elected for a remaining two year term. Mayor Barra advised she 
would have more information or a process she would consider available at the next council meeting.  
 
City Engineer Michael Guerra advised that the 2nd Street closing was extended for reinstallation of the sewer 
liner.  The Valle Vista sewer repair met some delays also in digging to the 22ft deep pipe but the street 
portion would be opened to traffic on Tuesday. 
 
City Manager Joseph Wuellner distributed to Council his recommendation after receiving 4 qualifications 
submitted by potential Residential Energy Aggregation Consultants. He requested Council consider the 
acceptance of the agreement once again with Good Energy at the Council Meeting of September 26, 2011. 
 
He also alerted Council that the 27th and 29th of September were being considered for a half day retreat with 
staff and Council Members to discuss services and goals. Once a moderator is verified for one of the two 
days the work session would be set at Pekin Community High School Vocation Center. 
 
George Ohnemus, 1417 Willow Street, expressed concern that wood utility poles still existed in many 
neighborhoods with several utility company wires occupying them.  His second concern addressed the issue 
of televising the Council Meeting immediately following the meeting on Channel 22 for the public.  
 
Dale Kuntz, 5 Fox Point distributed photos of areas he felt showed cultural decay in Pekin, rusted poles, 
teachers in lounge clothes, dead raccoon left in the street.  
 
Steve Moore, 2010 Westgate, expressed concern that the city owned parking lot on Court at Capitol was 
dangerous.  Discussion followed that the barricades had been removed for temporary used but would be 
replaced. 
 
Richard Reeves, 429 South Street questioned the spending of tax money.  He was informed that there is a 
process that the Council reviews expenses and makes decisions on a budget system. 
 
Jim Mangan, 1200 Parkway drive, expressed his concerned that he was not furnished information requested 
on Hotel Motel rules on how funds are to be used.     
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Motion by Council Member Massaglia, seconded by Council Member Blanchard, that the Council move to 
Executive Session at 6:30 P.M. to discuss 5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (11). Threatened or pending litigation and 5 
ILCS 120/2 (c) (6) Sale of Municipally Owned Property. On roll call vote all present voted Aye. 
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No further business to come before the Council, Mayor Barra adjourned the meeting in open session. 
 
COUNCIL ADJOURNED AT 7:00 P.M. 
 
 
 
 
Sue E. McMillan 
City Clerk 



CITY OF PEKIN TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MINUTES 
SEPTEMBER 2, 2011 @ 8:30 a.m. 
CITY HALL CONFERENCE ROOM 

 
 
PRESENT:  Kurt Nelson, Tim Gillespie, Bob Shaw, Mike Guerra, Will Taylor  Also present:  
Dennis Franks, Lee Ann Wrhel. 
 
 
Old Business: 
 

1. Handicapped Parking – Residential Areas 
Bob reported that Bill Scarcliff is working on this item to get the code updated. 

 
2. “No Parking” on Koch between Morton & S. 12th 

Letters were mailed to residents of the apartment building, property manager and 
the property owner after the last meeting to inform them that this topic would be 
discussed at this meeting.  Property manager, Matt Stropes, Stropes Real Estate 
& Investments, 334 St. Mary St, 347-7151; Dave Barnard, 1423 S. 12th St #6, 
353-0148; Sarah Hicks, 1423 S. 12th St #3, 267-5545 and Mary L. Kellow, 1415 
S. 12th St, 620-8721 were in attendance at the meeting.  The residents stated 
that they park on the street because their apartments do not have direct access 
to the rear parking lot and the lot is not lit.  This item was brought to the 
committee by the Bus Department because when vehicles are parked there, it is 
harder for buses to get through.  The residents asked for a compromise to restrict 
parking within a certain distance of both the blind drive and the corner.  The 
committee informed the group that they would take this additional information 
(input and concerns) under advisement and make a decision at the next meeting. 
 
This item was discussed during the around the table portion of the meeting.  Kurt 
made a motion to leave the area as is.  Seconded by Will.  All in favor.  Bob 
stated that he will inform the citizens in attendance of this decision. 

 
 
New Business: 
 

1. Parking on Park Avenue at Hospital 
There was a concern regarding the parking space to the east of the pedestrian 
crosswalk on the north side of Park Avenue at the hospital.  This space is clearly 
marked as 15 minute parking for loading and unloading.  Tim made a motion to 
leave the area as is.  Seconded by Will.  All in favor. 

 
2. “No Parking Here to Corner” 1400 Block State Street 

John Fleming, 1407 State St., 353-7268 made this request and attended the 
meeting to voice his concerns.  He stated that it is a narrow street and visibility is 
reduced when vehicles are parked on the street.  There was discussion about 
how far vehicles have to be parked from a corner.  Mr. Fleming requested that 
directed patrol be held off until he can talk to his neighbor first about moving the 
vehicle that is parked in the area of concern. 

 
 
 
 



3. Raise Speed Limit N. Parkway between Sheridan & City Limits 
There was a request asking for consideration to raise this speed limit to maintain 
consistency with other roads in town (namely, Broadway).  The committee 
discussed this matter and noted that Broadway has a turn lane, Parkway does 
not.  Will made a motion to leave the speed limit on Parkway as is.  Seconded by 
Tim.  All in favor. 

 
Around the Table 
Will indicated a concern with the length of the signal at the pedestrian crosswalk on Parkway at 
Coal Miner’s Park.  Mike indicated that part of the signal series can be adjusted, other parts are 
mandated (the yellow warning and walk signal).  He will adjust the length of time of the flashing 
red part of the signal series.  Dennis stated that the police department can get the word out 
again to inform the public how the signal is designed to operate. 
 
Bob stated that the 40 mph speed limit signs are now in place on Hanna Drive. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Lee Ann Wrhel 
 
 
   NEXT REGULAR MEETING OCTOBER 7, 2011 @ 8:30 A.M. 



AUGUST 2010 JULY 2011 AUGUST 2011
TRAFFIC TICKETS 578 257 274
WARNING TICKETS 287 196 226
OFFENSES 545 489 510
ARRESTS 318 165 265
PARKING TICKETS 242 168 329
STOPS 1003 1145 1249

OFFENSES
DRUG RELATED 1
DUI 3
DWLS/R 5
UUW 0
MULTIPLE OFFENSES 0

TOTAL 9

CITY OF PEKIN
POLICE DEPARTMENT

PEKIN POLICE DEPARTMENT
END OF MONTH REPORT FOR AUGUST 2011

CITY ORDINANCE TICKETS FOR AUGUST 2011
NUMBER OF TICKETS WRITTEN    72

TOTAL VEHICLES IMPOUNDED:  9
AMOUNT OF FINES COLLECTED:   $1000

NUMBER OF TICKETS PAID OVER THE COUNTER   19
FINES COLLECTED OVER THE COUNTER  $3350

IMPOUNDED VEHICLES FOR AUGUST 2011



 
 

 LIQUOR COMMISSION MINUTES 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 25, 2011 

4:00 P.M. 
CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
 
Deputy Liquor Commissioner Rick VonRohr called the meeting to order at 4:06 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE 
Fire Chief Kurt Nelson led the Commission in the Pledge. 
 
ROLL CALL 
The following members were present for roll call: Liquor Commissioner Laurie Barra, Police Chief Greg 
Nelson, Fire Chief Kurt Nelson, Deputy Liquor Commissioner Rick VonRohr, Commissioner Dale 
Vonderheide.   
Absent:  Commissioner Buster Hanley 
Also present:  Attorney Sue Bosich - Corporation Counsel  
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Motion made by Commission Member Dale Vonderheide, seconded by Liquor Commissioner Barra to approve 
the Agenda of August 25, 2011. On roll call vote all present voted Aye.  Motion Carried. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion made by Police Chief Nelson to approve the Liquor Commission Minutes dated July 28, 2011, seconded 
by Fire Chief Kurt Nelson.  On roll call vote all present voted Aye.  Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC INPUT/COMMENTS/QUESTIONS 
There were comments or questions heard.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Loyal Order of the Moose Pekin Lodge #916 – Beer Garden application 
 
Discussion:  Ron Sieh, Inspections Department needs to sign off on the site plan for construction of the new 
beer garden.  Moose members had brought in the windows that they would like to use in the beer garden to 
show Commission members.  Members felt this would make this a permanent structure and they would need to 
check with the State of Illinois Liquor Control Commission.  Attorney Bosich will also call the State Liquor 
Control Commission.  Commission members will approve the beer garden application without the windows. 
 
Liquor Commissioner Barra made a motion to approve the Beer Garden without using the windows for Loyal 
Order of the Moose Pekin Lodge #916, seconded by Commission Member Dale Vonderheide.  On roll call vote 
all present voted Aye.  Motion carried. 
 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Police Chief Nelson asked the question regarding fee’s charged for the One Day Liquor Application.  Should 
there be a set amount charged?  The Code specifies for Profit and Not for Profit, but understood those for the 
Not for Profit were being charged a different fee.  Commission felt they did not want to charge too much to 
discourage organizers from having events downtown, but enough to off set cost associated with clean-up for the 



City.  Should we charge more for the Event Meadow since that area can handle bigger crowds?  Commission 
members suggested charging a deposit to hold an event – then if area was not cleaned up after we could use part 
of that deposit money by utilizing our city employees for clean-up.  If the areas were cleaned and no damage, 
then they would receive their deposit back.  Liquor Commissioner Barra suggested that the Commission has 
time to think this over before we would change the Liquor Code. 
 
Attorney Bosich questioned whether the letter to all liquor licensees’ regarding their Dram Shop Insurance went 
out in the mail?  Paula to check with City Clerk Sue McMillan. 
 
Commission Member Vonderheide asked if their Dram Shop Insurance could change to cover our fiscal year.  
Deputy Liquor Commissioner VonRohr will check with surrounding cities and find out how their system works 
for Dram Shop Insurance. 
 
Police Chief Nelson left the meeting. 
 
Deputy Liquor Commissioner VonRohr informed the Commission he would be at the September meeting, but 
will be in class the rest of the year and won’t be able to attend the meetings. 
 
Attorney Bosich informed the Commission a witness in the Twisted Spoke Saloon police incident was on 
vacation and would come in on Monday to talk with VonRohr. 
 
No other business to come before the Commission.  
 
Meeting adjourned 5:04 P.M.  
 
Next Meeting September 22, 2011 at 4:00 P.M.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Paula Gensel 
  



 
 
 
September 20th, 2011 
 
 
Mr. Joe Wuellner 
Pekin City Manager 
Pekin, IL. 61554 
 
Dear Mr. Wuellner, 
 
I hereby submit to you the Pekin Fire Department August 2011 report, plus a summary of 
July 2011. 
 
Kurt Nelson 
Fire Chief 
City of Pekin Fire Department 
 
During the month of August 2011, the Pekin Fire Department responded to 363 calls, 
total dollar loss was $121,050.00. 
 
During the month of August 2011 (approximately 75.34%) were emergency medical 
calls, 91 were automatic fire alarms, service calls, small hazardous conditions involving 
no fire, and false alarms. 
 
During the month of July 2011, the Pekin Fire Department responded to 378 calls, total 
dollar loss was $85,400.00. 
 
During the month of July 2011 (approximately 76.19%) were emergency medical calls, 
90 were automatic fire alarms, service calls, small hazardous conditions involving no fire, 
and false alarms. 
 
On August 6, 2011 Fire Fighters responded to a structure fire at 113 St. Mary Street.  
Upon arrival found black smoke coming from the front door of the house.  The tenant in 
apt. #2 stated that the fire was upstairs.  Upon inspecting the building, noticed the fire 
was not upstairs but in the southeast corner of the house.  Engine 2 and Rescue 2 made 
entry and advanced line to the origin of the fire.  Fire was extinguished with in 3 to 5 
minutes of being on scene.  Engine 2 did overhaul and engine 3 looked for fire extension 
called electrical inspector to the scene and Cilco turned off all power and gas.  Total 
dollar loss was $2,500.00. 
 
On August 15, 2011 Fire Fighters responded to a storage building fire at 1613 Deppert 
Street.  Upon arrival we found a fully involved unattached storage building in the 
backyard of a residence.  The first arriving engine company pulled off a 2 ½ inch 
handline to start fire extinguishment. Command called for the second in company to 



catch a hydrant.  Another handline was stretched to the backyard where crews were 
applying water from the large handline.  After initial fire extinguishment, most of the 
front of the building and sides were pulled down so that we could find hotspots.  The 
owner told us that he had just finished mowing his yard about an hour before the fire.  He 
stored the push mower in the storage building and left.  There is no door where the 
overhead door frame is at, so the building was open to the elements.  He arrived about an 
hour later to find us on scene.  There was substantial damage to the vinyl siding on the 
rear of his home.  Ameren Cilco was called to shut off utilities.  The City Inspector was 
also called to the scene.  Fire is under investigation and undetermined.  Total dollar loss 
was $20,000.00 to shed and an additional loss to the home was $5,000.00. 
 
On August 16, 2011 Fire Fighters responded to a structure fire at 1315 Sommerset Street.  
Upon arrival noted light smoke from rear of the structure.  Smoke was emitting from the 
dryer vent and basement window well area.  R2 made entry into structure with 1 ¾ inch 
handline.  Vent area on the exterior was plugged with burnt lint.  Utilities were 
disconnected, Ameren was contacted.  Upon entering basement through floor access, fire 
was noted on a wooden shelving unit with boxes burned.  Fire was extinguished with 
pressurized water extinguisher.  Structure was ventilated with PPV fan.  Building 
inspector was contacted.  Occupants indicated that they had been gone for approximately 
4 hours.  Occupants stated that they had placed “bug bombs” on first floor and went to 
the park to vacate premises as instructed.  Total dollar loss was $1,500.00. 
 
On August 18, 2011 Fire Fighters responded to a building fire at 1101 Veerman (Boys 
and Girls Club).  Upon arrival units found a medium smoke condition there.  The first in 
unit found fire in an enclosed electrical and storage room.  There was a substantial 
amount of heat and fire in the area of origin.  Fire Fighters were able to stretch one 
handline and extinguish the fire quickly.  There was a large amount of heat and smoke 
damage to the structure.  Fire Fighters were on scene for a long time ventilating the 
building.  The cause of the fire is still undetermined, and the fire remains under 
investigation.  Initial dollar loss was estimated at $90,000.00* however actual cost due to 
smoke and heat damage could cause the cost to escalate up to $500,000.00.   
 
Total calls for the month of August were 363 and are as follows: 
 
Fires     7 
Rescue and EMS   272 
Hazardous Conditions   10 
Other types of calls   74 
 
Total dollar loss for the month of August was $121,050.00*. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Total calls for the month of July were 378 and are as follows: 
 
Fires     11 
Rescue and EMS   288 
Hazardous Conditions   17 
Other types of calls   62 
 
Total dollar loss for the month of July was $85,400.00. 
 
 
This is a brief overview of August 2011 and July 2011’ events from the City of Pekin 
Fire Department.  If you have any questions, please feel free to give me a call. 
 
 
     Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
     Kurt R. Nelson 
     Fire Chief 
     Pekin Fire Department 













































































































































































































Request for Qualifications Summary 
Energy Consulting Services 

Good Energy Rock River One Source Blue Star Energy

Experience in 
Aggregation

business  425              
residents 21,000           
KWH 205,000,000 Developed a program with ComEd

Specialize in Energy with keen 
interest in aggregation            2 
TwH of electric

worked with Koehler to write the 
law for deregulation

Residential 
Experience

high in Ohio & some in 
Illinois

yes & were 1st co. in illinois to 
aggregate a City for res&comm 
use 

not much, if any in IL, but have 
office in Chicago residential SUPPLIER 

Experience in 
Illinois

Yes, provider for most 
cities in the area

yes, Fulton, Erie, Mt. Morris, Oak 
Park

worldwide company, but do not 
list any in IL 

yes & legislative also IL corp. since 
2002

Developing Bid 
Specs

strong emphasis on 
analysis

developed a standard RFP  & have 
9 companies they work closely 
with

client focused, load demand, 
historical data

RFP outline is all set up & then 
provide info to muni. On a blind 
basis

Supplier Evaluation 
Criteria

apples to apples may 
make companies provide 
additional info to provide 
that 

look for lowest price & clean 
energy

review integrity & ability of all 
suppliers

8 step process including annual 
load, customer service, debt ratio  -
apples to apples

Plan for 
Consolidation of 
Billing

require single billing 
through Ameren use utilities for consolidated billing single monthly report

developed own proprietary 
program

Report Capability

have own database 
provide CoP with 
graphs&reports for profiling 
current & historic data

"grid" page for evaluation of 
suppliers & their offers was 
developed as an aid to 
municipalities

periodic market & pricing 
updates can customize reports 
to CoP, monthly YTD 
comparisons

proprietary program, so can make 
reports

Opt Out approach & 
plan

12 step program in place 
including at least 2 public 
hearings

have a Plan of Operation work on 
with City,  was first deregulated 
program in IL  they always make 
sure they have pricing comparison 
with first letter

want to develop this part of their 
business model 

educational program  and make 
own people available for meetings

References

City of Peoria     Peoria 
County   also do work with 
many other local 
municipalities

City of Fulton, Village of Erie, 
Village of Milledgeville, Freeport IL 

East coast references  City of 
Boston, City of NewHaven

Methodist,  Pekin Insurance Lariat 
House

Certified by IL 
Comm. Commission yes in 2000 yes 12/2009 Filed application with State of IL Yes  08/2011

















































  

REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 
To: Mayor and Council 
 
CC: City Clerk  
 
From:  Bob Shaw, Operations Supervisor of Streets & Solid Waste 
 

AGENDA ITEM: New garbage truck 

AGENDA DATE REQUESTED:  September 26, 2011 

ACTION REQUESTED:  Purchase garbage truck 

DESCRIPTION:  Trucks in fleet are old & in budget to replace 

FINANCIAL IMPACT: $153,654.00 

NEIGHBORHOOD CONCERNS: N/A 

IMPACT IF APPROVED:  

IMPACT IF DENIED:   

ALTERNATIVES:  

RELATIONSHIP TO THE CONCEPTUAL PLANNING PROCESS:  [check no more than 2 boxes. Copy 
this check mark  √  and paste it to the left of the relevant theme.] 

 A Prosperous Community. To promote and sustain a balanced economy that supports expansion and 
retention of family-wage jobs. 

 A Safe Community. To protect community life and property by providing effective, principled police and 
fire services. 

 A Strong Foundation. To improve and maintain existing infrastructure and leverage opportunities for 
new infrastructure. 

 A High Quality of Life. To support or provide services that improves the quality of life for Pekin’s 
residents. 

√   An Effective Government. To deliver effectively the services that Pekin’s residents want, need, and are 
willing to support. 

REQUIRED SIGNATURES 

Department Director: 
 
Date: 

Finance Department (Certification of Availability of Funds): 
 
Date: 

Corporation Counsel: 
 
Date: 

City Manager: 
 
Date: 

 

















  
 
 
 

REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 
 

To: Mayor and Council 
 
CC: Joe Wuellner City Manager 
 
From:  Tourism Department 
 

AGENDA ITEM:  2011 Pekin Area Chamber Community Guide – City of Pekin Ad 

AGENDA DATE REQUESTED:  9/19/2011 

ACTION REQUESTED:  $2,995.00 

DESCRIPTION:  The Pekin Area Chamber of Commerce Community Guide will showcase aspects of 
living, working, education, business, government, health care, homes, recreation, worship and statistics of 
Pekin area with 5,000 copies to be printed.  The guide targets visitors, newcomers and business 
prospects.  The Pekin Area Chamber contracted with Community Link, a community publishing company 
to put together the community guide contents, advertisement, print and distribution.  The most recent 
edition was printed in 2009 and included the City of Pekin/Visitors Bureau full page ad for $2,995.00 
paid with Tourism dollars.   

FINANCIAL IMPACT: $2,995.00/$183,949 available Tourism balance 

NEIGHBORHOOD CONCERNS: NA 

IMPACT IF APPROVED:  A marketing and recruitment tool to showcase Pekin and the 
positive aspects of our community  

IMPACT IF DENIED:  Lack of support and involvement with our community 

ALTERNATIVES: 

RELATIONSHIP TO THE CONCEPTUAL PLANNING PROCESS:  [check no more than 2 
boxes. Copy this check mark  √  and paste it to the left of the relevant theme.] 

 A Prosperous Community. To promote and sustain a balanced economy that supports 
expansion and retention of family-wage jobs. 

 A Safe Community. To protect community life and property by providing effective, principled 
police and fire services. 

 A Strong Foundation. To improve and maintain existing infrastructure and leverage 
opportunities for new infrastructure. 

√   A High Quality of Life. To support or provide services that improve the quality of life for 
Pekin’s residents. 

 An Effective Government. To deliver effectively the services that Pekin’s residents want, 
need, and are willing to support. 

REQUIRED SIGNATURES 

Department Director: 
 
Date: 
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